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Deadlock on 
arms dashes 
peace hopes 

Major accused of 'buying' votes 


Harman apologises for political damage and distress 


COUN BROWN 
and DAVID MCKITTRICK 

Hopes of breaking the deadlock 
in lie Northern Ireland peace 
process ran into serious trouble 
last night after the nationalist 
parties accused John Major of 
trying to buy votes from the Ul- 
ster Unionists to prop up his 
Government in the Commons. 

The Irish and British Gov- 
ernments were facing a crisis in 
the peace process after the re- 
port by US Senator George 
Mitchell had raised hopes of a 
breakthrough The report 
warned it was a critical time in 
the histoiy of Northern Ireland, 
which could “slip back to the 
horror of the past quarter-cen- 
tury” if progress was not made. 

The report failed to provide 
any new solution to the dead- 
lock over the IRAs refusal to be- 
gin decommissioning weapons. 

The Government proposed 
an alternative way out by hold- 
ing elections to a new Ulster 
body to appoint negotiating 
teams. But that plan looked 
doomed after John Hume, the 
leader of the SDLP, accused Mr 
Major of trying 10 buy the sup- 
port of the Ulster Unionist 
MPs to safeguard his Com- 
mons majority . 

Mr Hume was booed by Tory 
MPs who accused him of mak- 
ing a “cheap" allegation. Tory 
MPs shouted: “Disgrace". 

Mr Major warned him that 
after working for years to bring 
people together for peace, it 
would be “a tragedy of enor- 
mous proportions" if he became 
the barrier to a settlement. 

The Irish Government was 
also sceptical and was private- 
ly concerned about the election 
strategy, which Dublin sources 
said had been inadequately dis- 
cussed “There's nothing in it for 
the nationalists." said one 
Dublin source. Dick Spring, 
the Irish Foreign Minister, said 
it would mean those who sup- 
ported the idea would have to 
persuade those who did not. 


The Sinn Fein president. 
Gerry Adams, accused Mr Ma- 
jor of acting in bad faith and of 
erecting new preconditions to 
keep his party out of all-party 
talks. Republican sources said 
the election announcement had 
effectively killed off the 
Mitchell report and showed 
Mr Major was following a 
Unionist agenda to win Union- 
ist backing for the Government 
The election move over- 
shadowed the report of the in- 
ternal body and introduced a 



■ Democratic and exclu- 
sively peaceful means of 
resolving political issues. 

■ The total disarmament of 
all paramilitary organisa- 
tions. 

■ Agree that disarmament 
must be verifiable. 

■ Renounce the use or 
threat of force to influence 
the course or the outcome 
of all-parly negotiations. 
■Agree to abide by the terms 
of any ageement reached in 
ali-party negotiations, and to 
use exclusively peaceful 
methods to try to alter any 
part of it with which they dis- 
agree. 

■ Urge that ‘punishment’ 
killings and beatings stop, 
and to take effective steps 
to prevent these. 


stark fault line, with the Gov- 
ernment and Unionists on one 
side and Nationalists on the 
other. Dublin sources accused 
Mr Major of ditching the report 
and of going on a “solo run", 
which had raised suspicions 
across the range of nationalism. 

Mr Major last night sought to 
ease nationalist fears by insist- 
ing the body would be restrict- 
ed to appointing negotiating 
teams and would not have leg- 
islative or administrative pow- 
ers, such as a power-sharing 
Stormont Government. 


The Mitchell commission 
concluded the paramilitaries 
would not meet the British de- 
mand to begin decommission- 
ing arms before Sinn Fein was 
admitted to all-party talks. 

Ministers fear the rejection of 
both routes to all-party talks - 
prior decommissioning and the 
elections - could leave the 
peace process in a cul-de-sac. 
The Government may seek to 
move on with the elections, 
challenging the parties to show 
their commitment to democra- 
cy by taking part. 

Mr Hume stopped short of a 
threat to boycott elections, but 
his rejection of the plan, which 
was proposed first by the Ulster 
Unionists, could cause a fresh 
crisis in the peace process. 

Mr Major, who urged the 
parties to “take a risk for 
peace", bad been pinning his 
hopes on breaking the deadlock 
on the plan to use the elections 
to bring Sinn Fein to the nego- 
tiating table. The talks could 
take place at the same time as 
the IRA began disposing of its 
weapons before independent 
observers. It won the support of 
the Ulster Unionists and the 
hard-line Democratic Unionist 
MPs, led by lan Paisley. 

The Prime Minister told the 
Commons the Government 
would discuss the concerns with 
all the parties about the plan. 
“But in a democratic system like 
ours. I cannot see how elections 
could be regarded by any of the 
parties as a side issue or as a 
block to progress." | 

Tony Blair, th e La bou r 
leader, offered bipartisan sup- 
port to enable an emergency bill 
to be passed to call the elections 
by April or May. But some of 
his own MPs, led by former 
Northern Ireland spokesman 
Kevin McNamara, rejected the 
election plan and accused Mr 
Major of seeking to keep pow- 
er with Unionist support. 

New focus same crisis, pagelS 
Andrew Mari; page 2 
Mitchell details, page 2 



Troubles behind her: Harriet Harman, accompanied by Clare Short, after the meeting of the Partiamentary Labour Party 
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Blair’s appeal defuses revolt 


DONALD MACINTYRE 
and PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Tooy Blair, the Labour leader, 
yesterday stifled a destabiising 
campaign to unseat his shadow 
Secretary of State for Health, 
Harriet Hannan, with a pas- 
sionate call on his party to 
recover the unity needed to de- 
feat the Tories. 

Mr Blair, faced with a po- 
tentially catastrophic revolt over 
Ms Hannan's controversial de- 
cision to send her 11-year-old 
son to a grammar school, reim- 
posed his will on the party with 
a warning that he would not 
hand the Conservatives “the 
scalp" they were seeking. 

Mr Blair’s decisive victory at 
a highly-charged 70-minute 
meeting of MPs which exposed 
deep divisions in the party came 
after Ms Hannan apologised for 
the political damage and “dis- 


tress" inflicted by the row but 
stood firm on her right to have 
made the choice. But Ms Har- 
man’s supporters were as- 
tounded when Bemie Grant, 
the left-wing MP for Tottenham, 
made a powerful speech back- 
ing Ms Harman during which he 
excoriated the “appalling ' stan- 
dard of comprehensive school- 
ing in inner-city London. 

Mr Blair at one point de- 
scribed the Tories as “bastards" 
and declared: “I’m not going to 
allow the Tories the pleasure of 
crucifying any member of my 
Shadow Cabinet ... you must 
stand firm". 

Ms Harman went on to tough 
out Tory attempts to derail her 
with a sure-footed performance, 
leading a Commons health de- 
bate flanked by Mr Blair and 
leading members of the Shad- 
ow Cabinet - including John 
PrescolL the party's deputy 



leader, who, like several other 
of his colleagues, is known to 
have been privately angered 
by Ms Haiman’s derision. 

Mr Prescott, who throughout 
the episode has conspicuously 


failed to back Ms Harman per- 
sonally, nevertheless sought 
yesterday to draw a line under 
the episode in his speech to the 
PLP meeting. He urged the par- 
ty to unite behind Mr Blair's 
leadership and focus their en- 
ergy on two forthcoming by- 
elections. in Hemsworth and 
Staffordshire South East. 

Bui while Mr Blair unequiv- 
ocally reasserted his party’s 
commitment to non-selective 
comprehensive education. Cab- 
inet ministers emerged from a 
meeting on political strategy de- 
termined to capitalise, between 
now and the general election, 
on the charges of “hypocrisy” 
provoked by Ms Harman’s 
choice of a selective school. 

Brian Mawhinney, the Tory 
party's chairman, said Mr Blair 
could not sack Ms Hannan be- 
cause he was using her as a “hu- 
man shield" as he himself had 


sent his older son to a compre- 
hensive which selected by in- 
terview. 

But despite the widespread 
anger within Labour ranks over 
Ms Harman's decision, corre- 
spondence flowing into the par- 
ty suggested that while there was 
deep unrest among activists, 
there was much more support 
for Ms Hannan among the 
electorate at large. 

Mr Blair told the meeting: 
“These derisions are bound 
to cause anguish. Many par- 
ents in this room have been 
faced with similar decisions 
and taken them differently, 
but we should respect the de- 
cisions that any individual 
takes. The issue, however, is 
no longer about Harriet and 
her child, but how we handle 
ourselves in this difficult peri- 
od. Let me make it clear what 
Continued on page 2 
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New man is old hat 

The new man of the 1980s has 
failed to make it into the 1990s 
- eight out of 1 0 women stilt al- 
ways or usually do the washing 
or ironing. Page 5 

High price of the Euro 

Too tough conditions for the 
creation of a European single 
currency - the Euro - could 
damage European economies 
and the stability of the EU it- 
self, Valery Giscard d'Estaing 
warned. . Page 11 

Today’s weather 

Bitterly' cold and windy with 
snow. Section 1 Vro, page 33 



Child bride ordered back to Britain 


STEVE BOGGAN 
and HUGH POPE 

A High Court judge yesterday 
ordered the return to Britain of 
13-year-old bride Sarah Cook as 
the girl’s Hiridsh husband was 
remanded in custody on a 
chaise of statutory rape. 

Sarah’s mother, Jackie, 37, 
flew to southern Turkey last 
night, admitting that she may- 
have been wrong to consent to 
the illegal marriage and adding: 
“AH I want to do now is get my 
daughter bome.“ 

Sir Stephen Brown. President 
of the Family Division of the 
High Court, made Sarah award 
of court at the request of Essex 
County Council’s social ser- 
vices department After a 30- 
minute hearing, he ordered her 
to be returned to the court's ju- 


risdiction “forthwith" and de- 
manded that any passport on 
which she travels home should 
be surrendered. 

Sir Stephen's wide-ranging, 
order also forbade Mrs Cook 
and her husband. Adrian, 42. 
from taking Sarah out of the 
country again and from talking 
about her case to the press. 
They are already understood to 
have earned more than £20,000 
from selling her story to the Sun. 

The schoolgirl from Brain- 
tree, Essex, was besieged by 
journalists yesterday m the 
cramped apartment she shares 
with her 18-year-old husband, 
Musa Komeagae - who she 
married in an unofficial cere- 
mony two weeks ago - and his 
parents in Kahramanmaras. 
south eastern Turkey. 

Meanwhile, her husband was 


brought before a Turkish court 
on charges of repeated statutory 
rape and suspected abduction 
of a minor and was remanded 
in custody for 30 days. His 
lawyers argued that the mar- 
riage took place with the con- 
sent of both sets of parents, 
although the minimum age for 
any marriage in Turkey - and 
then only with the special .dis- 
pensation of a judge - is 14. 

Musa's father said: “The two 
of Lhem love each other mad- 
ly. Because they insisted, the two 
families agreed. We love Sarah 
as our daughter. The English 
should not be worried. Love 
knows no law or boundary." 

The English ruling is not 
binding in Turkey but there 
were indications last night that 
the authorities would recognise 
it. Before leaving for the airport. 


Mis Cook said- ‘‘Looking back, 
perhaps letting Sarah get mar- 
ried was the wrong thing to do. 
but everyone makes mistakes. 
All I want to do now is get ray 
daughter home." 

Earlier in the day, however, 
Sarah had told the Su/i: “If they 
keep Musa in jail. I will loll my- 
self because I can't live without 
him." Musa's lawyer. Selim 
Suraen. also has an interest in 
her staying. He said: “Musa's 
only hope of getting out of 
prison is if they can apply to a 
court for special permission to 
marry when she is 14." 

A Turkish foreign ministry 
spokesman said Sarah's visa was 
valid for a further three mouths. 
“At this stage, we could only 
forcibly remove her from Turkey 
at the request of her parents." 

Leading article, page 14 


Forte plan to buy back 
top hotels for £2.5bn 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

The Forte family last night un- 
veiled a radical proposal to 
buy back the upmarket hotels 
it lost to Granada, in a deal (hat 
could be worth £2.5bn. 

The dramatic announce- 
ment, which came after the 
market closed, would see Sir 
Rocco Forte and the Forte 
dynasty reclaim some of the 
world’s best-known hotel prop- 
erties. including the Grosvenor 
House in London and the 
George V in Paris. 

Sir Rocco raised the plan at 
a meeting yesterday with Ger- 
ry Robinson, the chief executive 
of Granada, convened to discuss 


the handover of Forte, follow- 
ing its defeat in a two-month 
hostile £3.Sbn battle. 

Granada has promised to 
sell Forte’s Meridian, Exclusive 
and trophy hotels, to pay off the 
£2.5bn in debt it took on to fi- 
nance the hostile takeover. It in- 
tends to keep the budget 
Travelodge chain and the mid- 
market Posihouse properties. 

In a statement issued last 
night. Sir Rocco said: “I am 
leading a team working on a 
plan to purchase from Grana- 
da the hotel business of Forte 
other than Posthouses and Trav- 
elodge. My objective is to make 
a detailed’ proposal to Grana- 
da in coming weeks." 


A spokesman for Forte said 
Sir Rocco and his family would 
use the £300m proceeds from 
the sale of their own stake in 
Forte to Gianada as equity in 
the new venture. The rest would 
come from debt. One analyst 
said the offer would be a high- 
ly leveraged buyout, reminiscent 
of the takeovers of the 1980s. 
“There will be a lot of debt to 
pay down if they pull this off." 

No financing is vet in place. 
Forte conceded last night. Bui 
a spokesman said that “discus- 
sions about financing were en- 
couraging”. He added that the 
Forte family would seek a stock 
market listing in future if their 
audacious offer is accepted. 
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Feast for N Ireland as Major eats his words 


ft has been rare 10 see John Ma- 
jor retreat on an issue of sub- 
stance and look a bigger man as 
a result Yesterday in the Com- 
mons he walked backwards and 
grew in stature at the same time 
~ an impressive manoeuvre. 
His acceptance that decom- 
missioning of Irish terrorist 
weapoory might be carried out 
political talks were con- 
tinuing, is a clear retreat But it 
was a virtuous one and a nec- 
essary one. 

The old position that arms 
had to be surrendered before 
ibe political talks started was 
considered essential by London 

from the very first private con- 
versations that led to the peace 
process. But the IRA didn’t 
budge an inch. 

It has been dear for months 
that Mr Major and Sir Patrick 


Mayhew were prepared, however 
reluctantly, to think again. Now 
they have - just as they, rather 
than the IRA, eventually moved 
on the silly verbal argument 
about whether the ceasefire was 
permanent or totaL 

It is never easy for politicians 
to eat their words, but compli- 
cated negotiation between pre- 
viously unreconcUable enemies 
requires a lot of iL And the 
Prime Minister eats his very 
nicely. He was generous, smooth 
and sensible as he consumed the 
old precondition. He zig-zagged 
and moralised as he approached 
the only word of his statement 
that realty mattered; “However-" 
But he got there. 

He cannot have liked some 
things he read in the Mitchell 
Report with its unequivocal 
statement that the surrender of 


arms before talks “will not hap- 
pen”. But he swallowed all that 
too. As he told a questioner in 
the Commons: “There is some- 
thing in this report which is un- 
comfortable for every party in 
these negotiations.” 

Whatever the discomfort, 
there is no escaping the logic 
underlying the idea of elections 
followed by talks- witb-decom- 
missioning: “If there can be no 
talks before arms decommis- 
sioning has started, and if arms 
decommissioning cannot start, 
why then - both must happen at 
the same time." 

Hie question now Is over the 
form of the body which David 
nimble, the Ulster Unionist 
leader, wants to see elected by 
May. He already seems a new 
kind of Unionist leader - fast- 
moving, assertive, and self-cer- 



ANDREW MARR 


tain. But he and Mr Major 
have to produce some kind of 
constitutional assembly which 
will reassure the nationalists that 
it <yi sts not to administer the 
status quo, but to move the pol- 
itics of the Province on. 

Oddty, it may seem, the mod- 
erate natinnaiku in Dublin and 
in the SDLP were more worried 
about the elected assembly than 
Gerry Adams of Sinn Fein. 
John Hume, wbo has been a p3- 
lar of the peace process, was in 


uncharacteristically belligerent 
and ungracious mood, suggest- . 
mg in the Commons that Mr 
Major was now in the poefcet of 
the Unionists. He may suspect 
it. He has no evidence for ft. 

There are, of course, good 
reasons for moderate national- 
ists to flinch. Mr Home has se- 
rious political, problems if 
elections go ahead,- foeluding 
the prospect of his SDLP being 
out-played and out-spent in an 
electoral battle with Sinn Fein 
for the nationalist vote. That 
would be a sony reward for his 
courage 18 months ago. 

The SDLP is also worried 
about the smaller Unionist par- 
ties with paramilitary link* be- 
ing excluded from any new 
elected body; however un- 
pleasant their pasts, these are 
essential to any final deaL So 


there has been a stand-off be- 
tween the Unionists, who won’t 
attend immediate talks without 
decommissioning; and the 
SDLP, who don’t want elections 
before talks. 

What the three eminent out- 
siders of the -Mitchell Com- 
mission have done is to reassert 
the urgency and primacy of 
political movement and there- 
fore tilt tire argument' towards 
the creation ofan elected body 

“ajlh an ap p ropr i a t e 

Their short report makes the 
handing-over of at least some 
terrorist weapons seem sud- 
denly more plausible. 

For the British jurisdiction in 
modern times, its proposalsare 
genuinely radical; for instance, 
arms handed over should be ex- 
empt under law from forensic 
examination, so that the police 


learn nothing about who had 
handled them. Handguns 
should be destroyed; amnesties 


on possession of illegal weapons 
should be established in both 
parts of Ireland. Yes, one thinks, 
fins migh t actually happen.. 

- Whether it does, and how 
soon, now rests with two parties 
above afl-The Ulster Unionists 
bare a duly fo ensure that their 
proposed elected body is suffi- 
ciently focused and. limited to 
be acceptable to the national- 
: ists; and then the SDLP, how- 
ever suspicions, have a duty to 
agree and to participate. 

This will cause discomfort for 
both David Trimble and John 
Hume. Theytoo will have to eat 
past words. But both are big fig- 
ures; and the faster old words 
are chewed and swallowed, the 
better for Northern Ireland. 


Mitchell report: Call for differences on de-commissioning not to obscure widespread support for disarmament 


‘Ceasefire 
must not be 
undervalued’ 


DAVID McKITTRlCK 

Ireland correspondent 

The Mitchell report made (he 
opening point that the repub- 
lican and loyalist ceasefires had 
lasted almost a year and a half 
- saying that despite “punish- 
ment" killings and beatings, 
the sustained observance of 
the ceasefires should not be un- 
dervalued. 

It said that differences on the 
timing and context of decom- 
missioning should not obscure 
the near-universal support that 
existed for the total and verifi- 
able disarmament of all para- 
military organisations. 

The report said that to reach 
an agreed political settlement 
there had to be commitment to 
fundamental principles of 
democracy and non-violence. It 
set out six such principles, in- 
cluding a commitment to ex- 
clusively peaceful means, the 
total and verifiable disarmament 
of all paramilitary groups and 
the urging of an end to all "pun- 
ishment" killings and beatings. 
It said parties should commit 
themselves that opposition to 
any new agreement should be 
confined to peaceful methods. 

The report concluded there 
was a clear commitment on the 
part of those who held arms to 
work constructively towards de- 
commissioning. but added that 
they would not do so prior to all- 
party negotiations. 

It said the latter point was the 
view of the vast majority of the 
organisations and individuals 
which bad made submissions to 
it. adding: "Many favour (pri- 
or decommissioning) but they 
arc convinced that it will not 


happen. That is the reality with 
which all concerned must deaL” 

The report declared: “As 
progress is made on political is- 
sue. even modest mutual steps 
on decommissioning could help 
create the atmosphere needed 
for further steps in a progres- 
sive pattern of mounting trust 
and confidence." 

Dealing with decommission- 
ing itself, the report said the 
process should suggest neither 
victory nor defeat. “Amnesties 
should be established in law in 
both jurisdictions. Armaments 
made available for decommis- 
sioning. whether directly or in- 
directly, should be exempt in law 
from forensic examination. In- 
formation obtained as a result 
of the decommissioning process 
should be inadmissible as evi- 
dence in courts of law.” 

In addition to its recommen- 
dations, the report listed a num- 
ber of ideas that could build 
confidence: paramilitary groups 
could end surveillance of pos- 
sible targets, provide informa- 
tion about those missing and 
believed dead, and lift threats 
against people. Measures for 
the authorities to consider in- 
cluded action on prisoners, a re- 
view of emergency legislation, 
the use of plastic bullets and the 
religious make-up of the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary. 

The report added that several 
submissions had raised the idea 
of an elected body. It noted: “If 
it were broadly acceptable, with 
an appropriate mandate, and 
within the three-strand (ie 
Be I fas l-Lou don -Dublin) struc- 
ture, an elective process could 
contribute to the building of 
confidence.” 









George Mitchell, 61 


A former Senator who serves on a number of cor- 
porate boards and lectures at colleges and universi- 
ties throughout US. Appointed to the Senate in 
1980 to fill the unexpired term of Senator Edmund 
Muskie, resigning as a federal judge to take up the 
post before being re-elected in 1982 and 1988. As 
senator, elected as Senate majority leader In three 
consecutive Congresses. Leading light on environ- 
mental issues, he led effort for 1990 Clean Air Act. 
US District Court Judge from 1979 to 1980 and US 
Attorney for Maine in 1977 to 1979. Bom in 
Waterville, Maine, served in Berlin as US Army 
counter-intelligence officer. Married to a business- 
woman, Heather MacLachlen, and has one daugh- 
ter, Anthea, by a previous marriage. 


General John de Chastelain, 58 


Was first appointed Chief of the Canadian Defence 
Staff in 1989, a post he held until 1993, when he 
transferred to the reserves and was appointed 
ambassador to the US. The following year, he was 
recalled to active duty and reappointed to defence 
staff, it was the crowning moment of military career 
which began in 1955 as a private in the Canadian 
Army Militia. In 1965 he served as a company 
commander in the United Nations Force in Cyprus, 
rising to command a battalion of the Princess Patri- 
cia's Canadian Light Infantry from 1970 to 1972. 
He is a past president of the Dominion of Canada 
Rifle Association and a former vice president of the 
Scouts of Canada. With wife Mary, he has a son, a 
daughter and two grand-daughters. 


Harri Holkeri, 58 


To be prime minister of Finland from 1987 to 1991 
was the culmination of a long political career for 
Harri Holkeri. He rose to prominence in politics as 
secretary general of the National Coalition Party in 
1965, becoming chairman in 1971 until 1979. He 
became an MP in 1970, serving as a member of 
the foreign affairs committee and chairing the par- 
liamentary supervisors of the Bank of Finland. In 
the two years which preceded his move into politics 
in the mid-1960s he was a member of the Finnish 
delegation at the UN, a year after graduating from 
Helsinki University in 1962. He holds the rank of 
major in the Reserve Army and has a son, daughter 
and three grandchildren from his marriage to 
Marja-Lflsa in 1960. 
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PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 

“The comprehensive schools 
in inner-city areas of London 
are very bad indeed, and are 
failing our children." Thus 
Bemie Grant, the left-wing 
Labour MP for Tottenham, 
north London, speaking from 
his own bitter experience. 

It must have been beyond 
Tony Blair's wildest expectations 
that the one-time black radical 
would give such overwhelming 
backing to the choice made by 
Harriet Hannan. 

The 51 -year-old MP could 
not have been more uncom- 
promising. He was appalled at 
the standard of comprehensive 
education in bis area, he told 
MPs at yesterday’s Parliamen- 
tary Labour Party meeting. 

In an interview with the In- 
dependent afterwards, he frankly 


admitted that with hindsight he 
regretted not considering toe pri- 
vate sector for his children, but 


Bemie Grant accuses inner-city schools 
of failing to encourage their pupils 

his former position as leader of 
Haringey council in north Lon- 
don had made that unthinkable. 

The father of three sons, 
one now 20 and twins of 18, the 
sense of disappointment is 
palpable from a man once 
regarded as a high priest of 
political correctness. 

He declined to name the 
Haringey school that is still at- 
tended by one of the twins, who 
is studying for A-levels with the 
help of £20 an hour private tu- 
ition to “get him up to scratch'’. 

The other twin is training as 
a chef. The 20-year-old was on 
a design course but is currently 
unemployed. Bemie Grant: Sons were 

He said his sons were “very ‘seriously hampered' 
very seriously hampered "by the 

quality of their schooling, and assessment but also attitudes 
blamed not only a question of and standards, 
resources through cuts in The staff believe the kids 
Haringey's standard spending won’t make iL They don’t en- 
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this is now about. The Tbries arc 
trying to turn the education of 
an 1 1-year-old boy into a par- 
ty political football. They want 
a scalp as their prize." 

Before he spake Ms Harman 
bad declared in an emotional 
speech: “I know how difficult it 
has been for David Blunkett 
[the shadow Secretary of Stale 
for Education]. 

“I deeply repet that any de- 
cision I have taken has given any 
succour to the Tories and any 
opportunity for them to attack 
the Labour Party. 1 apologise to 
colleagues for the diversion. 


Ms Harman went on: U I un- 
derstand the strength, of feeling 
and deepty regret the distress 
that has been caused." . 

She insisted she was “op- 
posed" to selection, but said: “I 
was faced with a difficult choice 
and each of us has to solve the 
problems faced by providing 
good schooling for our children 
in our own way. I would prefer 
the school that I had sent ray 
child to not to be selective." . 

Mr Grant began a powerful 
and totally unexpected speech 
with die words: “I support Har- 
riet Harman 100 per cenL” His 
three children had gone to a 


comprehensive in the Totten- 
ham area and he now regretted 
ft. This was a “personal derision 
by Harriet and Jack and as such 
none of oar business." He had 
remained silent about many 
thmffl in the Labour Party over 
the last eight years but he now 
had to speak out 
Alice Mahon, in a speech 
judged bysoroe to be the most 
effective of the anti-Hannan 
contributions, said die party 
bad been deeply damaged and 
' there were now deep envisions 
in Parliament and among 
Labour supporters in the coun- 
try. If she was determined to 


Wise men: George Mitchell (centre) with GenerahJohn de Chastelain (left) and Harri Hotter! deOvertng their report yesterday Photograph: Crispin RodweU 


courage the kids to fix their as- 
pirations very high.” 

He said of a young con- 
stituent at a Haringey compre- 
hensive who secured a place at 
Oxford: “She was absolutely cas- 
tigated by her teachers. She was 
told it was an elitist place for 
public school kids. At Oxford 
she bad a complex and didn’t 
perform as well as she should 
have done.” 

He had concerts about his 
sons throughout their early 
schooling but as council leader 
felt be could do little about iL 

Now black constituents were 
moving out of Tbttenham or 
sending their children to the 
Caribbean to be educated: 
“When they gel to the Caribbean 

they are put m classes two years 

younger than them." 

With hindsight, would be 
have opted for private educa- 
tion, politics and money per- 
mitting? “Absolutely". He adds: 
“I hope some good comes out 
of all of this." .. 


send her child to Sl Olave’s 
school she should resign. 

Roy Hattersley said “We 
must solidity our commitment 
to comprehensive education. 
Ifattheendofthisthevastma- 

tiiefr sdethen we can tura lira 
issue to our advantage.” 

Glenda Jackson said the 
greatest damage that could 
come from the episode was if 
Labour failed to be elected be- . 
cause in the face of difficulty 
“we had lost our nerve.” She did 
not “agree with Harriet’s deci- 
sion” but she had eveiyright to ; 
makeit. 


IX brief 


MPs rap ‘Guardian 

over Aitken fax 

Peter Preston, former e*«ar« 
The Guardian, escaped pun 
Smoot yesterday ^rdoctormg 
Commons Mtcpaperjo obtain 

a hotel bill incurred by in*. 
TbiyMP Jonathan Aitken- 
The Commons Privileges 
Committee said it accepted Mr 
Preston's apology that sending 
the “cod fax" was "a stupid and 
discourteous thing to nave 
done" and his assurance he 
would not do it again. 

Mr Preston sent the fax as 
part of Iris newspaper’s efforts 
to establish who paid for Mr 
Aitkeu's stay at the Ritz Hotel 
in Paris owned ty Mohammed 
Al Fayed. It purported to come 
from Mr Aitken and was a in- 
tended to protect Mr Fayed, 
who was co-operating with the 
paper, from accusations of 
breaking a client's confidence. 

The committee concluded 
that Mr Preston and The 
Guardian were “guilty of unwise 
and impr oper conduct' 1 . 

Conveyancing move 

The Law Society's ruling coun- 
cil will today decide their next 
move over a scheme to ban cut- 
price conveyancing after lead- 
ing counsel advised the plan is 
within the law. The scheme, de- 
vised by the president Martin 
Mears and his deputy Robert 
Sayer - and questioned by the 
the Master of the Rolls, Sir 
Thomas Bingham - will take 
away insurance from any firm 
which undercuts recommended 
fee levels for house deals. 

£2vn ‘skunk' haul 

Police seized more than 2,000 
powerful cannabis plants known 
as “skunk weed" valued at more 
than £2m in a raid on a drugs 
\ farm on an industrial estate in 
Widnes, Cheshire. Three men 
were arrested. 

Polar melt alert 

An area of Antarctic ice the size 
of Norfolk has melted into the 
sea since 1945 due to rising tem- 
peratures, according to research 
tty the British Antarctic Survey 
which suggests the trend mil 
continue. In the past 50 years 
the local temperature at the 
South Pole has risen by 2J5C 
causing 8,000 solan of the ice 
shelf to break off. 

Baby breakthrough 

Scientists from the National 
Institute for Medical Research 
at University College, in Lon- 
don, have mad e a “milestone" 
discovery which maty lead to 
more test-tube baby conceptions 
by finding a protein in sperm 
which triggers a fertilised egg 
turning, into an embryo, the 
Medical Research Council said. 

Power record 

Demand for electricity’ met a 
new record in England and 
Whies on Tbesday as tempera- 
tures plunged and high winds 
sent an iqr blast over much of 
the country. The National Grid 
said demand soared to 48,029 
megawatts - equivalent to 48 
million one-bar electric fires - 
beating the previous record of 
47,929 set in January, 1987. 

Shop raids alert 

The number of shop robberies 
and till snatches rose dramati- 
cally last year with the total cost 
of all crimes against retailers 
reaching £2bn, says a survey by 
the British Retail Consortium. 

Sinclair fights ban 

Football star Ttevor Sinclair 
was fined £480 and banned for 
12 months after admitting 
drink-driving. The QPR strik- 
er was caught over the limit 
when driving a friend's car 30 
yards, Preston magistrates were 
told. The England Under-21 in- 
ternational bad the ban sus- 
pended pending an appeal. 

Water safety first 

Scottish Office environment 
minister. Lord Lindsay, an- 
nounced that a borehole in 
Fife is to be designated a nitrate 
vulnerable zone in the British 
Government’s first scheme to 
safeguard water from nitrate 
pollution in response to a Eu- 
ropean directive aimed at pro- 
tecting drinking water supplies. 

‘Poverty' wage row 

Labour bit out at the “scandal" 
of low pay after a vacancy for ! 
a trainee landscape gardener ■ 
was advertised in a JobCentre s 

mCboriey, Lancashire, offering s 

a wage of £1 an hour. The ad- i 
vert attracted one applicant j 
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Prince wants lottery cash to build mosques 


REBECCA FOWLER 

The Prince of Wales has sug- 
gested lottery money should be 
spent on new mosques and 
Hindu temples in Britain. He 
also accused lottery chiefs in 
charge of the £1 .6bn fund to cel- 
ebrate the millennium of ig- 
noring its spiritual importance. 

The Prince, who wfll inherit 
the role of defender of the 
Chun* of England, said Britain 
should use the millennium fund 


for buildings for all faiths, and 
not allow celebrations to col- 
lapse into “a giant, but essen- 
tially meaningless parTv"- 

He made the comments in 
Perspectives, the architecture 
magazine he helped to found. 
“ Wc need to Ihmlc more deeply 
about what the millennium 
means ... Everyone, whatever 
culture ot beliefs, can have a 
stake in the process which the 
millennium represents. 

“I would hope that a start 


might be made to help those 
faiths growing in Britain but 
struggling to create places of 
worship to erect buildings of 
real quality. This is one of 
those instances where millen- 
nium money may be able to 
build bridges across some of 
those divisions in Britain's 
society." 

But his attempts to champi- 
on faiths other than Christian- 
ity have already divided 
religious leaders. Muslims are 


forbidden to gamble and many 
would be reluctant to accept lot- 
tery grants from the MiDcimj- 
um Commission, which would 
offend Islamic law. 

Liaqat Hussain, a spokesman 
for the Bradford Council of 
Mosques, said the Prince bad 
been ill-advised. “Gambling is 
haram, or forbidden, and it is 
prohibited to benefit from any- 
thing that proceeds from it, so 
lottery funds could not be used 
for mosques.” But ZaJd Badawi, 


chairman of the Imams and 
Mosques Council of Great 
Britain, commended the 
Prince's support, and said be be- 
lieved religious leaders could 
make an exception to accept 
funds. “The Prince is striking a 
very important chord in the 
heart of all minorities who 
would like to be recognised as 
mainstream," Dr Badawi said. 
“Although we have discour- 
aged mosques applying for lot- 
tery money, we would see this 


as money coining from the state 
and would advise communities 
to accept it.” 

The Prince’s comments are 
also expected to spark a debate 
on the prominence of Chris- 
tianity over other faiths in 
Bri tain. In recent years he has 
promoted the idea that other 
faith* are of equal importance, 
and described himself as a 
future “defender of the faiths". 

Hie Church of England, one 
of the most outspoken critics of 


the lottery, has accepted grants 
for Church buildings. But it 
refused to comment on the 
Prince’s remarks, and said it was 
a matter for the imams of the 
mosques as to whether they 
would accept financial support- 
So far the Millennium Com- 
mission has allocated £3 363m 
for 306 projects. Yesterday it 

said it welcomed a debate on the 

best way to celebrate 2 000 and 
denied it was oblivious to the 

spiritual aspect. A spokesman 





Two face jail 
over ‘simple’ 
£13m fraud 


Appliance of science: Teenager’s research ranked alongside Nobel winners 
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A solicitor and a former nuts 
and bolts salesman were found 
guilty yesterday of defrauding 
the cooker company Belling 
and some of Europe’s largest 
companies in a £13m fraud. 

Charles Deacon, a former 
under-sheriff for Stafford, and 
his partner in crime James 
Fuller spent years fooling mon- 
ey-hungry people and busi- 
nesses with amazing tales of 
international intrigue, the CIA 
and massive secret funds. 

To back up their tales, letters 
were forged from the then 
American President GeoTge 
Bush, the American Secret Ser- 
vice and top banks. Helped by 
John Savage, an American who 
has since died and who claimed 
to be a senior CIA agent, their 
victims fell for the stories. 

Apart from Belling, which 
was fooled into raiding its pen- 
sion fund, victims also includ- 
ed Russia's largest co-operative 
and Finland's biggest food pro- 
cessing company. 

Deacon. 52, who practised in 
Newcastle under Lyme in 
Staffords hire, and Fuller, 56, 
now face up to 14 years in jafl. 
They will be sentenced at Mid- 
dlesex Crown Court in central 
London today. 

Deacon, a bankrupt, of New- 
castle under Lyme. Stafford- 
shire. was convicted of six 
charges of conspiracy to defraud 
and two of obtaining property 
by deception. Fuller, from 
Kidsgrove in-Staffordshire, was 
found guilty on the six con- 
spiracy charges and a deception 
charge. The jury took just four 
hours to consider three-and-a- 
haif months of evidence and 
return its unanimous verdicts. 

Opening the prosecution case 
last October John Goldring 
QC had told the court: “You 
may think it would be a difficult 
task to steal this amount. It is 
simpler than you think. All you 
need is a little nerve and a to- 
tal disregard for the truth.” 

Deacon had put himself for- 
ward as the honest advocate. 
For added effect, he frequent- 
ly flashed his practice certificate 


and indemnity insurance cover 
to possible vi ctim* . In his office 
he had an impressive photo- 
graph of President Bush - with 
whom he claimed to be on first 
name terms - framed with the 
White House incumbent’s 
inauguration programme. 

Police believe Deacon and 
Fuller, who claimed to one 
gullible victim that he was the 
inventor of the world’s first 
heart-lung machine, were part 
of a 12-strong gang -four in the j 
US and the rest in Britain. 

The court heard that Belling 
was among Deacon's and 
Fuller’s first victims. In 1991. the 
company, based in Enfield, 
north London, was struggling to 
survive. When the firm was of- 
fered a lifeline loan of £33 3m, 
its directors could not resist. 

Shown a forged letter from 
Lord Tugeodbat, deputy chair- 
man of National Westminster 
Bank, about a £750m “facility”, 
company officials agreed to the 
terms - one years upfront in- 
terest to secure the much need- 
ed rescue package. They 
banded over more than £2m 
from their company pension 
fund. They never saw the mon- 
ey again. When they asked 
about the loan (hey were fobbed 
off with excuses . 

The company folded in 1992, 
but according to some reports 
the swindle may have long- 
lasting effects on its 850 de- 
ferred pensioners - those who 
have not yet retired. According 
to one source, they could lose 
up to half their pension enti-. 
tlemenL The Law Society' s so- 
licitors' compensation scheme 
has already paid out £600.000 
to victims, much of it in con- 
nection with Belling. Another 
£2m in claims is pending. 

Mr Goldring told the judge 
that despite intensive inquiries 
it had been impossible to dis- 
cover what bad happened to 
£2-4m of the £9m that had not 
yet been recovered. However, 
detectives bad found that £2m 
of the as yet un traced money 
had been laundered through 
about 40 different companies. 


it i 




w-y-M 


■ :V.’. c : £■*?•■* Vi .' :-/r " 







••••' V 





--vv.v.-w. 

'"4S ‘ 


f.-vfS-Vr- 



; a* - 




irV r 


..}•>- y- .. ••• • . 




9 








Order from chaos: Justin Marston at BNFL in Springfield, where he is working for a year before starting university 


Photograph: Craig Easton 


The tap that dripped for 200 hours 


TOM WILKIE 

Science Editor 

An 18-year old Lancashire 
schoolboy today joins the ranks 
of the world’s top scientists, as 
his research is published in the 
world’s premier scientific jour- 
nal. Nature . 

Nobel prizewinners queue 
up to have their research pub- 
lished in Nature, but the jour- 
nal today publishes the results 
of experiments Justin Marston 
did during his sixth-form A- 
level project 

Mr Marston sprat more than 
200 hours on his project - 


watching a dripping tap. It may 
sound downbeat, but his work 
actually deals with two of 
the hottest topics in science to- 
day - chaos and complexity 
theoiy. 

Some of the best brains in the 
world ponder these topics at the 
high-powered Santa Fe Institute 
in New Mexico, USA. Mr 
Marston investigated them at 
Runshaw Tertiary College in 
Leyland near Preston, using 
“central heating header tanks 
bought from plumbers’ mer- 
chants and a pump from the lo- 
cal garden centre”. 

Mr Marston was quick to 


deity that his work was of No- 
bel calibre. He said “I was 
shocked when I found out they 
[Nature] were going to publish 
it” 

In science, chaos is a tightly 
defined term, used to describe 
behaviour of physical or bio- 
logical systems that appears 
completely random but actual- 
ly has an underlying pattern or 
series of patterns. The term has 
stuck, despite being misleading 
in the way that its scientific use 
is almost the opposite of the 
everyday use. 

“I always thought chaotic 
pbyrics was small atoms moving 


around. But the dripping tap is 
a classic chaotic system. It’s very 
dose to my own experience. I 
think that brought it to life," said 
the young sdentisL 

He got interested in the phe- 
nomenon and recorded half a 
million observations. “Some of 
my friends said ‘send it to a jour- 
nal for publication' so I thought 
I might as well start at the top 
- Nature ," he said. 

Mr Marston studied haw fast 
his “tap" factually a capillary 
tube) dripped and how the rate 
was influenced by pressure in 
the header tank. He found that 
“as would be expected, with in- 


creasing water pressure, the 
average time between drips 
decreases, but not in a linear 
manner". 

Despite having his experi- 
ment published, Mr Marston in- 
tends to study biochemistry at 
Durham University in October. 
He could have chosen almost 
any scientific discipline, since he 
obtained six straight A grades 
in his A-levek: mathematics, bi- 
ology, chemistry, physics, music 
and general studies. 

He hopes to pursue a career 
in science; but hasn’t yet decided 
between academia and indus- 
trial research. 
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Cafes less than starry-eyed over award 


CLARE GARNER 

The Michelin Guide's attempt to 
embrace a wider, more eclectic 
range of restaurants within its 
culinary bible has backfired 
with the revelation that the 
less traditional eateries have 
onfy been awarded low ratings. 

The crowning glory of three 
stars remains strictly reserved 
for an 61ite band of four, while 
two- and one- star ratings are 
still out of reach for many top- 
dass restaurants. However, the 
MidieBn Guide bestowed an un- 
usually large number of lower 


ratings, including 17 new cme- 
statsanid 25 new Red Meals, this 
year. 

Highly laaded restaurants 
such as London’s River Cate 
and Alastair little were unim- 
pressed with their Red Meal rat- 
ings. They criticised inspectors 
for being out of tonch and bur- 
dened by French bias. 

For the first time in its nine- 
year history, the River Caf6 
made its way into the gastro- 
nomic index - albeit unwit- 
tingly. The popular Italian 
restaurant was not exactly 
bowled over. 


Rose Gray, the co-owner, 
was taken aback by the entry. 
Once reassured the restaurant 
had achieved red “M" status, 
code for “less elaborate but 
carefully prepared meals”, she 
replied: “we are really low 
down, is that what you are say- 
ing? ... Hooray, good, fabu- 
lous." It didn’t matter, she 
insisted. “For me the Michelin 
Guide means very little. After 
all, we haven’t been in the 
Michelin Guide since day one 
and lots of people like us. We 
get awards from other guides 
that give us top ratings." 


A Michelin spokesman de- 
nied there was a deliberate at- 
tempt to broaden the criteria 
tins year. “Anyway there are any 
number of ethnic restaurants in- 
cluded in our guide." he said. 

“The restaurants we have 
chosen reached a standard that 
is satisfactory to our board. We 
are looking at the quality of the 
food, the care with which it is 
prepared, and the execution of 
the dishes." 

The pioneering British chef 
Alastair Little, whose “Red 
Meal” restaurant in Soho is a 
non-mover in Michelin 's culi- 


nary charts, was similarly unim- 
pressed. He dismissed the guide 
as “totally pointless”. 

“It’s all a bit of a nonsense. 
They are completely and total- 
ly out of touch with what rep- 
resents decent food in England. 
They basically seem to like 
posh French cooking with ex- 
treme consistency - which is im- 
portant - and can’t come to 
terms with popular or populist 
places at all” 

D The 23rd edition of the 
Michelin Guide to Hotels & 
Restaurants in Great Britain and 
Ireland; £12.99. 


said: “We obviously welcome 
the Prince of Wales’s contribu- 
tion to this debate; we’ve had 
public consultations at every 
stage. We’re already having in- 
formal discussions with many 
faiths on their feelings about the 
millennium.” 

The Prince has also called for 
lottery money to be spent im- 
proving inner cities and en- 
couraging city dwellers to find 
new uses for redundant build- 
ings that might help the poor. 

Cancer 

victim 

‘killed 

wealthy 

lover’ 

JONATHAN FOSTER 

Lethal doses of painkiller were 
added to a millionaire’s supper 
by the terminally ill woman he 
thought was his wife, a court 
heard yesterday. 

Lynn Lowey, 39, wanted Ian 
Whalley's money and his life. 
She knew she had only nine 
months to live when she spiked 
his chicken stew and jacket 
potatoes with drugs prescribed 
to ease the pain of her cancer, 
magistrates in Huyton, Mersey- 
side. were told. 

Mrs Lowey denies murdering 
Mr Whalley, 56, between 7-8 
January. She faces further 
charges of poisoning, bigamy 
and fraudulent benefit claims. 

Reporting restrictions were 
lifted during the hearing as 
Paul Becker, for the prosecu- 
tion, said Mrs Lowey met Mr 
Whalley five years ago. The re- 
lationship was “stormy” and 
punctuated by several separa- 
tions. But in April 1994 Mis 
Lowey went through a marriage 
ceremony to the “prosperous 
but frugal" Mr Whalley in 
Gibraltar. 

Her first marriage had been 
dissolved in 1985. Her second, 
to John Lowey, bore two chil- 
dren. The couple separated in 
1989, with custody of their chil- 
dren awarded to their father. 

The Lowey marriage was 
never ended, so the Gibraltar 
ceremony was bigamous, Mr 
Becker said. But Mrs Lowey 
lived as man and wife with Mr 
Whalley at Bold, near Si Helens. 

On 8 January, his body was 
found by his son by his late wife 
in the caravan he shared with 
Mis Lowey during construction 
of a new home. A post-mortem 
examination of the body re- 
vealed fatal quantities of mor- 
phine and Temazepam. Two of 
Mrs Lowey *s cousins had told 
police that she was “obsessed 
with money", wanted Mr Whal- 
ley dead, but also wanted a share 
of his wealth. The cousins would 
give evidence that sbe told 
them: “No more Ian. Now I’m 
free." 

Mis Lowey was charged last 
week and remanded to Risiey 
prison, Cheshire. 

Graham Simpson, for Mrs 
Lowey, said the cousins' evi- 
dence would be challenged. Mr 
Whalley could not face the fact 
that the woman he thought his 
wife had terminal cancer, his 
wife of 28 years had also died 
of cancer. 

Opposing a further remand 
in custody, Mr Simpson denied 
prosecution claims that Mrs 
Lowey would, if bailed, pose 
“tremendous danger" to wit- 
nesses, abscond, or commit sui- 
cide. “She wants to establish her 
innocence, then die," he said. 

Magistrates refused bail; she 
was remanded in custody for 
seven days. 
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School tests 
show decline 
in standard 
of English 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Results of last year’s national 
tests at 14 in En glish, to be pub- 
lished today, are worse than the 
previous year’s with only about 
50 per cent of the pupils reach- 
ing the standard expected by the 
Government 

_ The proportion of pupils get- 
ting the top grades has fallen 
sharply, lending support to Eng- 
lish teachers' claims that mark- 
ing this year was unfair to bright 
pupils. 

Traditio nalis ts said even the 
1994 English results showed 
unacceptable standards of lit- 
eracy and undermined teachers’ 
claims that standards are rising. 

English teachers, however, 
say the tests are too narrow and 
do not allow pupils to show what 
they can do. They want more 
coursework and fewer formal 
tests. 

Full results of national cur- 
riculum tests for 7-, 1 1- and 14- 
year-olds taken last spring and 
summer by 2 million children 
wfl] be released by Gillian Shep- 
hard, the Secretary of State for 
Education, today. 

Delay in publishing the re- 
sults has fuelled speculation 
that they are disappointing. 

The tests are marked on a 
scale of one (bottom) to eight 
(top). Last year, for the first 
time, they were marked by ex- 
ternal markers instead of class 
teachers. 

The Government says that 
the average 14-year-old should 
reach between level five and six. 
But last year only 55 per cent 
reached level five or better in 
English compared with 58 per 
cent the year before. 

Only 20 percent reached lev- 
el six or more, compared with 
31 per cent last year, and just 4 
per cent reached levels seven 
and eight, compared with more 
than 10 per cent in the previous 
year - a difference of nearly 
4Q.000 pupils. 

The results take into account 
the 20,000 pupils who had their 
marks changed after 900 


schools complained about un- 
fair marking. 

An Exeter University report 
on the tests, to be published 
shortly, will say that questions 
in the compulsory Shakespeare 
paper were too narrow to allow 
bright pupils to show what they 
could ao. 

Be than Marshall, an execu- 
tive member of the National As- 
sociation for the Teaching of 
English, which complained 
about inexperienced markers, 
said: “The markers were not all 
English specialists and the mark 
scheme was too rigid to take ac- 
count of the bright child who 
comes up with unexpected an- 
swers. niis has created some ex- 
tremely erratic results.' 1 

The School Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority, which 
advises the Government on ex- 
ams, has admitted there were 
difficulties over marking Eng- 
lish tests and has p roomed to 
tighten up the supervision and 
training for markers. 

It is also piloting new tests for 
14-year-olds on Shakespeare 
which would include course- 
work and would allow teachers 
to set tests when they chose. 
It says En glish teachers have 
exaggerated the problems over 
marking. 

Dr Nick Thtc, the authority’s 
chief executive, said before : 
Christmas that the test results 
suggested that standards of 
reading and writing among sev- 
en-year-olds were rising while , 
those in maths remained much 

the same. 

Results for 14-year-olds in 
English, maths ana science re- 
mained mudi the same. 

Mrs Shephard wifi also an- 
nounce that the Government is 
to consult on whether to go 
ahead with performance tables 
for primary schools based on na- 
tional tests at 11. At present per- 
formance tables are confined to 
GCSE and A-level results. 

Ministers have said they in- 
tend to wait until tests for 11- 
year-olds have “bedded down” 
before introducing tables. The 
first tests were set last year. 




Missing link: Pot-holer Steve Thomas wading into the major cave system at Dan yr Ogof, in Powys, as part of a search for 10 miles of mining 
passageways brought to the attention of cavers by continuing heavy flows of water during last summer’s drought Photograph: Rob Stratton 


Income support fraud 
reaches £1.4bn a year 


New divorce laws like 
'a shotgun wedding 7 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

Fraud by claimants of income 
support is running at £1.4bn a 
year, die National Audit Office 
confirms today. The public 
spending watchdog found that 
almost 1 in 10 of income sup- 
port recipients are estimated to 
be fiddling their c laims . In all, 
561,000 people, or 9.7 per cent 
of c laiman ts, are committing 
fraud, the NAO reckons. 

False information definitely 
lay behind payments of£636m, 
said the NAO, and there is a 
“strong suspicion” of fraud in 
cases worth another £773m. 

So great is the problem that 
Sir John Bourn, the head of the 
NAO and the Comptroller and 


Auditor-General, refused to 
give the Benefits Agency, which 
administers Income Support, a 
clean bill of health. The 
agency's accounts were quali- 
fied, said the NAO, “because of 
the high level of expenditure 
arising from fraudulent claims”. 

Around 10 per cent of total 
Income Support , payments of 
£16.6bn is being claimed dis- 
honestly - a proportion that will 
make grim reading for Peter 
LOley, the Secretary of State for 
Sprial Security, and will fuel de- 
mands from Tbry backbenchers 
for a renewed crackdown. 

It comes after a recent study 
from his department found that 
fraud in housing benefit, which 
is dealt with by local councils, 
may be costing £lbn a year. 


In July Mr Lilley announced 
a new approach for the Bene- 
fits Agency - developed after 
concerns in 1994 - to combat 
cheats. The strategy puts new 
emphasis on trying to stop 
fraud occurring in the first 
place, while boosting detection 
and investigation. 

Costing £300m, Mr LiUe/s 
onslaught is expected to yield 
savings of £2bn over the next 
three years. This year, said the 
NAO, as part of a further tight- 
ening up, the Agency has 
promised to: simplify the rules 
on housing costs; improve its 
computer system; make extra 
checks before payments; bolster 
training and said hit squads into 
agency branches where fraud is 
especially prevalent 


The new F amil y Law Bill is the 
“legal equivalent of a shotgun 
wedding” with some aspects 
hasty and ill-thought-out, says 
the Which ? Guide to Divorce, 
writes Glenda Cooper. 

And the Child Support 
Agency has been a “tost oppor- 
tunity” due to the complexity of 
its mechanisms, claims the 
guide's author, Helen Gariick. 

Under the “12-mouth De- 
fault” divorce proposals before 
Parliament, the emphasis will he 
on mediation to resolve disputes, 
with restricted access to lawyers. 

Of the plans for couples to 
discuss finance, property and 
children with trained mediators 
- viewed by many solicitors as 
likely to lever them out of the 
divorce business - Ms Gariick 
said: “Its suocess greatly depends 


on the skill of the mediators. Yet 
the assumption is a nationwide 
network of trained mediatois will 
materialise quickly.” 

The book warns mediation is 
not always appropriate, partic- 
ularly if there are heated and 
complex disputes. But it wel- 
comes the domestic violence re- 
forms as overdue and the “very 
sensible re-ordering of the cur- 
rent messy and confusing law”. 

Ms Gariick, a solicitor, says 
the CMd Support Agency may 
need a “radical overhaul" if it 
is to survive. 

■ Marriage is continuing (o go 
out of fashion. Since 1992, when 

426.000 couples were married, 
the number of weddings has fall 
en by a third. In 1993, there were 
299,197 marriages and a record 

165.000 divorces. - 
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Mental • j 
health 1 
care ‘in ;| 
crisis’ if 


GLENDA COOPER 

An investment of £500m is 
needed to stop foe crisis in care 
for schizophrenics and reduce 
their l-in-10 suicide rate, foe 
National Schizophrenia Fel- 
lowship said yesterday. 

Gary Hogman, research 
officer with the NSF, told foe 
Royal College of Psychiatrists » 
winter meeting in Stratford- 

upon-Avon that a multi-million j 

pound investment was needed i 
urgently if proper care was to j 
be delivered to the mentally ill. 

The £500m would be spent on | 

staff and staff training. 

The call comes a week after t 
an inquiry set up by the Gov- 
ernment into 39 homicides and 
240 suicides involving the men- 
tally ill produced fierce criticism 
of the National Health Service. 

The report, by the Royal 
College of PSyduatrists, found 
many patients who killed or 
committed sui cide had lost con- 
tact with the psychiatric services 
or were refusing to comply with 
treatment 

In a paper called Carers, Cri- 
sis and Cask, Mr Hogman said 
that unbearable strain was 
being put on informal carers 
wholook after schizophrenics 
-90 per cent of whom five in the 
community. 

More than four in five carers 
were providing “crisis” care - 
caring for someone who has had 
a severe relapse in mental 
health and is a danger to them- 
selves and others. And 70 per 
cent of carers had experienced 

physical or mental health prob- 
lems themselves “as a result of 
the extra burden of caring”. 

“NSF members are fre- 
quently made aware that you 
have to have a crisis before you 
can access the mental health ser- 
vices,” said Mr Hogman. 

“Generally the situation has 
not improved over the last 10 
or 20 years. Informal carers have 
been left out of the equation 
and noL given the information 
or support they deserve.” 

Mr Hogman added: “If what 
we have now is 'community 
care' then it is working effec- 
tively for only a small minority 
with severe mental Illness. More 
resources must be made avail- 
able or the Government must 
admit the policy cannot been 
implemented” 
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Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
pain ruled my life. 

But Relaxyf changed 
the rules ” 


Dixons 


THE UNCERTAINTY OF IBS. 

You can never tell when Irritable Bowel 
Syndrome (IBS) will next strike, nor what form it 
will take. You may suffer any or all of the 
following symptoms: stomach muscle spasms 
leading to cramping pains in the lower stomach, 
bloatedness and digestive disorders such as 
constipation or diarrhoea. 

HOW DO YOU KNOW YOU HAVE IBS? 

The individual's experience of the syndrome 
can vary so widely. If you are in any doubt 
you should consult your doctor. 

IBS: WHAT CAUSES IT AND WHY 
DOES IT CONTINUE? 

It's fikely that stress or a bout of 
gastroenteritis can trigger IBS. Once affected, 
the intestine then reacts unpredictably to 
certain things, such as particular foods and 
further stress. 

Simply, your intestine goes 
into spasm: it knots up. 

Frequently this results in pain; 
although the other symptoms 
may also stem from this. 






riie pn 

Irritable *ow«i Syndrom* 


AT LAST - A TREATMENT. 

For years, doctors have prescribed aiverine 
citrate for Irritable Bowel Syndrome. Now, 
this treatment is available without prescription 
- as Relaxyl*. It calms the spasms 
that cause IBS; to help restore 
normal bowel rhythm and relieve 
the pain and discomfort. If you 
think Relaxyl* could help you, ask 
your pharmacist for advice. 


Ask your pharmacist about Relaxyl * for IBS 


To stop the spasms that start the pain 

Contains aiverine citrate Always read the label 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON RELAXYL WRITE TO: RELAXYL. PO BOX 21. GODALMlNG. 5URREY. GU7 2SS 
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news 


Social Trends: Women still do most housework 

New Man fails 
to survive into 
the Nineties 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Pubfic Policy Editor 

The New Man of ihe 1980s has 
failed to make it into the 1 990s. 
Among couples, eight out often 
women still always or usually do 
the washing or ironing. Only 35 
per cent of men share the job 
of deciding what to have for din- 
ner and while men and women 
share shopping more equally, it 
is still men who are over- 
whelmingly likely to do the re- 
pairs around the home. 

More people are taking two 
holidays a year and more are go- 
ing abroad. Spending on food 
and tobacco as a proportion of 
household expenditure is 
falling, but housing and trans- 
port is taking a larger slice of 
household budgets, the Social 
Trends analysis of lifestyle and 
expenditure reveals. 

Women spend eight hours 
more per week on housework, 
cooking and shopping even 
when they are working full-time 
- and asa result men in full-time 
work tend to have two hours' 
more free Lime at weekends 
than their working partners. 
But some things change: the 
proportion of women doing 
home improvements in their 
free lime rose to 30 per ceoL 

And while men remain more 
likely than women to take part 
in sport or other physical ac- 
tivity’, the gap between the gen- 
ders has narrowed. In 1993-94, 
57 per cent of women took part 
in at least one activity in the four 
weeks preceding a survey, 
against 72 per cent of men. 

Walking is the most popular 
activity for both sexes, but men 
were four times more likely to 


play golf, snooker, pool or bil- 
liards than women, while high- 
er proportions of women than 
men went swimming or at- 
tended keep-fit classes. 

At home, watching televi- 
sion remains overwhelmingly 
the favourite leisure lime ac- 
tivity, with people spending an 
average 19 hours a week in front 
of the television or listening (o 
the radio, compared with five 
hours visiting friends, three 
reading, and two playing games 
or hobbies or computing. 

On average, three hours a 
week are spem eating or drink- 
ing out two hours on walks ot 
other recreation and just one on 
sport. Cycling, despite greater 
interest in bicycle lanes, has con- 
tinued to decline, at least on 
public roads. In 1951, this ac- 
tivity accounted for a quarter of 
all road traffic, with 21 billion 
kilometres covered. By 1994, 
kilometres covered had fallen by 
one-fifth and cyclists made up 
just 1 per cent of traffic. 

Chitside the home, arts ac- 
tivities are increasing. Cinema 
attendances were up 10 per cent 
to 124 million admissions in 
1994 and attendances at the bal- 
let and opera, at plays, classical 
music and art galleries all rose 
over the past decade. 

Rising wealth - household 
spending has risen by three- 
quarters since 1971 - has seen 
changing expenditure patterns. 
The proportion spent on food 
has nearly halved to 11 per cent 
since 1971. and the proportion 
spent on other essentials such 
as fuel. power, clothing and 
footwear also fell. Housing, 
however, accounts fora higher 
proportion - the result both of 


rising owner-occupation and 
higher rents. Expenditure on 
holidays abroad nearly quadru- 
pled over the same penod. 

The proportion ca adults tak- 
ing one holiday a year has re- 
mained fairly constant at about 
60 per cent, but the proportion 
taking two or more has risen 
fourfold to 26 per cent over the 
past 30 years. Changed expen- i 
diture on food has not pre- , 
vented a healthier diet - though | 
not among the young. The 16- 
to 24- year-olds were the least 
likely to eat vegetables, salad, 
fruit and high -fibre cereal reg- 
ularly. In addition, higher pro- 
portions of 18- to 24-year-olds 
drank excessively. 



Poet’s comer: David Freckfeton, exhibitions organiser at Glasgow’s Mitchell Library, moves an engraving of Robert Bums in the new Bums 
Room, which opens today, the 200th anniversary of the poet’s death, it will also house the Scottish Poetry library Photograph*. CoUn McPherson 
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Division of household hbaA 

tasks, 1994 Always Usualy equal Usually 

Great Britain % me the otudBi the 

1 woman woman togetta ran 


the A1 
man cwptas 


Washing and ironing 47 32 18 1 1 100 

Deciding what to have lor dinner 27 32 35 3 1 100 

Looking after sick family mambas 22 26 45 - - 100 

Shopping for groceries 20 21 52 4 1 100 

Small repairs around trie house 2 3 18 4S 25 100 

Source: Brffish Social Attitudes Survey, Sooa! S Community Pfenrinu Research 

Education takes 
more time as 
work shrinks 
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Britons are becoming better 
qualified, retiring or having to 
give up work earlier, and spend- 
ing longer in education, ac- 
cording to the latest edition of 
Social Trends, writes Nicholas 
Ti mmins . 

But despite an educational 
and work revolution which is 
lending to shorten working lives 
while the population ages, 
young people still quit formal 
education much more quickly 
than in many competitor coun- 
tries. Education is starting ear- 
lier. More than half of three- 
and four-year-olds now attend 
school full- or part-time, com- 
pared with one-fifth 25 years 
ago. 

The proportion staying on at 
school past 16 has almost dou- 
bled since 19S0, and there has 
been a “spectacular'’ growth in 
the number of 1 &-year-olds en- 
tering further and higher edu- 
cation. In the three years to 
1993-94 the number of lull-time 
students increased more than 40 
per cent in higher education and 
50 per cent in further education 
-increases greater than over the 
whole of the previous decade. 

But despite sucb dramatic 
growth, the UK still lags behind 
other countries. By IS, barely 
half are still in education against 
four-fifths in France and Ger- 
many. In addition, more than 
one-third of UK participants are 
part-time when in other coun- 
tries education and training is 
almost all full-time. 

As education lengthens, how- 
ever. working life, particularly 
for men, is being squeezed at 
the other end. Only a fraction 
more than half (51 percent) of 
men aged 60 to 64 now work, 
against four out of five in 1971, 
and the proportion is expected 
to fail below a half tty 2000. 


Some of the dramatic decline 
reflects eariier retirement made 
possible by the growth of oc- 
cupational pension schemes. 
But some is forced retirement 
Older workers - along with the 
young - are the most likely to 
be made redundant. And once 
out of a job, older workers are 
the least likely to get back into 
one. Of men unemployed for a 
year, about 60 per cent of those 
aged 50 to 64 had been out of 
work for a year or more com- 
pared with 45 per cent of those 
aged 20 to 29. “Redundancy is 
a real fear among people,” So- 
cial Trends records, even though 
redundancy rates have fallen in 
recent years. 

The changed work patterns 
have also brought a marked shift 
in people’s attitudes over the 
role of trade unions. Seven 
years ago, in 1989, 28 per cent 
of those questioned liked im- 
proving pay as the most im- 
portant thing they thought trade 
unions should do. By 1994, that 
bad changed dramatically. 
More than twice as many (37 
per cent) wanted unions to 
concentrate on protecting jobs, 
against 15 per cent listing im- 
proving pay as their most im- 
portant task. That change was 
also reflected in more than 
twice as many union members 
saying they believed unions 
should have a larger say over 
management’s long term plans. 
“Job security is seen as a major 
concern,” the report says. 

But while wont is shrinking 
for men, it is rising for women, 
a reflection of more part-time 
jobs, but also women having 
fewer children, delaying having 
them and are more likely to re- 
tom to work after having a child. 

□ Social Trends 1996. HMSO; 

£35.95 


. V ' 




.••vi 


•l '-r , 




---•‘CS 


r v: 









THE ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY 
JAGUAR XJ SERIES. 

At the jaguar manufacturing facility in Coventry 
there lurks a water torture. It's a chamber of hoses 
and nozzles, inside which every new jaguar 
must endure a monsoon propelled at 21 p.s.i. into 
every nook, cranny, arch and seal. 

Comfortably ensconced inside the car, however, 
is a bone-dry engineer. But then every door has 
primary and secondary seals to repel water (and 
minimise wind noise). 

Our glaziers are assisted by robotics to ensure 


the absolute alignment and fit of the front and rear 
screens. The electrical systems are double-sealed to 
resist the merest hint of moisture. 

This aquatic assault course is but one of the 
2,250 quality control checks which every Jaguar 
must pass before it can be offered to you. 

Which is why, with absolute confidence, we can 
back it with a class-leading 3 year/60,000 mile 
manufacturer's warranty. 

To find out more or to arrange a test drive, just 
call freephone 0800 70 80 60 or complete and 
return the coupon. Or call in soon at your nearest 
Jaguar dealer. When it's raining, ideally. 


Please complete this coupon and send to laguar Information Service. 
Freepost LON 4013, London NW1 OYR. 

Or cal! freephone 0800 70 80 00 or fax 0171 6T1 6988. 


Name (Mr, Mrs. Miss). 


Current car. 


JAGUAR' 

DON’T DREAM IT. DRIVE IT. 
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‘Arms to Iran’ 
firm bypassed 
Cyprus embargo 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

The defence company at the 
centre of the aims to Iran affair 
was also using Singapore as a 
way of avoiding a British em- 

Committee was told yesterday. 

A former director of the 
company was also accused by an 
MP of having a “selective mem- 
ory' 1 after denying he had not 
even heard factory rumours 
arms were destined for Iran. 

A memorandum to senior ex- 
ecutives of BMARC reveals 
Singapore was being used as a 
conduit for amm unition for 
35mm guns - the same role it 
played in the supply of 140 naval 
guns to Iran in defiance of a 
United Nations blockade. 

Jonathan Aitkeu MP. who sat 
on the BMARC board, has de- 
nied knowing Iran was the final 
destination for the naval guns 
order, codenamed Project lisc 

In evidence to the select 
committee, which is investigat- 
ing the Lisi deal, other ex- 
13 MARC directors. William 
McNaught and Major-General 


Donald Isles, have maintained 
they did not know Lhc artillery 
pieces were heading for Iran or 
that Singapore was a stop-off. 

Dated 4 January 1989, the 
memo was sent by Mr Mc- 
Naught, BMARC’s managing- 
director, to five colleagues, 
including Major-General Isles. 
It details how the firm had failed 
to obtain an export licence for 
Greek Cyprus in 1987. As a way 
round the embargo, ihe am- 
munition was ordered by Oer- 
likon, BMARC’s former Swiss 
parent, from the company's 
Grantham factory and sent to 
Singapore, from where it was 
shipped to Cyprus. At the same 
time as BMARC was using this 
device to arm Cyprus, ship- 
ments were being made to Sin- 
gapore as part of Lisi. 

The memorandum emerged 
as MFs quizzed Stephan Kock, 
another ex-BMARC director. In 
a session that became heated at 
times. Mr Kock downplayed 
Lisi, claiming it was not “a very 
large project”. He admitted, 
though, it had been discussed. 
Board minutes did not indude 
mudi mention of Lisi - possi- 
bly, it was revealed, because the 


minutes had been doctored. 
While Major-General Isles said 
be had heard factory rumours 
thatthe Lisi guns were going to 
Iran, Mr Kock said he had not 
heard them. He was accused by 
the MP Ken Purchase of hav- 
ing h a selective memory 4 . 

MPs repeatedly questioned 
Mr Kock about his own back- 
ground in the defence industry, 
the armed forces and intelli- 
gence. He admitted keeping in 
contact with the security services 
white on the BMARC board. 

After Mr Kock accused Ger- 
ald James, the former BMARC 
chairman who claims his fellow 
directors did know Lisi was 
bound for Iran, of “always look- 
ing for spooks under the bed”, 
Martin O'Neill, the committee 
chairman, replied that Mr Kock 
was “a spook above the bed”. 

Mr Kock also denied the 
company ran “a secret order 
book”, as alleged by Mr James. 
And he avoided answering a 
question tty the MP Keith 
Hampson about the Cyprus 
memorandum. Instead, Mr 
Kock paid tribute to Govern- 
ment officials administering 
the export licensing system. 



Save my bacon: The actress Joanna Lumtey cuddling Babe, an eight-week-old piglet, as they arrived outslde lhe Parliament yesterday for the launch 'of^ 
Compassion in Wbvld Farmingr* 1996 campaign to win a new status for animals as *sarrtfefft beings* in European law - Photogaph: Edwand Sytes^y 
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Ends Sunday 28th 
January in most stores 

See below for further details* 

A FURTHER 

20bFF 

selected sale prices 

Womenswear, 

Childrenswear, Accessories, 
Menswear and Home 


THE DIFFERENCE IS 

DEBENHAMS 


•Open Sunday 28th January in stores listed below 

Aberdeen, Belfast, Bolton, Bournemouth, Bristol, Bromley, Cambridge, Canterbury, Cardiff, Chelmsford, Cheltenham, 
Chester, Colchester, Croydon, Derby, Dudley, Eastbourne, Edinburgh, Exeter, Folkestone, Glasgow, Gloucester, Guildford, 
Harrow. Hull. Ipswich, Lakeside, Leicester, Leeds, Manchester, Meadowhall. Middlesbrough. Norwich, Nottingham, 
Oldham. Oxford Street. Oxford, Plymouth, Preston, Reading, Romford, Sheffield, Southampton, Southend 
Southsea, Stockport, Swansea, Swindon, Tau neon, 1 Telford, Walsall, Wimbledon, 

Prices return to normal on Monday 29th January 1996. 


DEBENHAMS 


MOST OFFERS AVAILABLE IN ALL DEBENHAMS DEPARTMENT STORES INCLUDING BROWNS OF CHESTER. 

STOCK SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. 



her ground at despatch box 


TT TT arriet Harman last night 
ft — I proved to her Labour 
X. -1-colleagues that whatev- 
er they might think of her 
judgement in sending her son, 
Joseph, to a grammar school, 
she is a doughty Commons per- 
former under pressure. 

Opening a Labour-initiated 
debate on the health service - 
scheduled before the schooling 
row broke - Ms Hannan man- 
aged both to stifle loiy at- 
tempts to embarrass her and to 
mount an effective attack on 
“privatisation by the back 
door". . 

^This debate is about the cri- 
sis in our National Health Ser- 
vice,” Ms Harman began. “It is 
about the hundreds of patients 
who wait on trolleys for emer- 
gency treatment. It is about the 
thousands who are deoied the 
treatment they need.” 

The jeers of Toiy back- 
benchers in a House unusually 
well attended for an Opposition 
debate, suggested otherwise. 
Noting the packed benches op- 
posite him, David Shaw, Con- 
servative MP for Dover, said 
Labour MPs had been banned 
from the Commons tea room. 

Later Mr Shaw came per- 
ilously dose to be ordered out 
of the chamber after shouting 


□ Harman keeps cool in face of 
Tory onslaught □ NHS ‘safe only 
with the party that created it’ 


out that Ibuy Blair was a “hyp- 
ocrite”, but finally withdrew 
the accusation under pressure 
from the deputy speaker, 
Michael Morris. 

Hie Labour leader, and his 
deputy, John Prescott, were on 
the crowded Opposition front 
bench to support Ms Harman, 

Inside • 
Parikment 

J| Stephen 
ijp Goodwin 

while her husband, union offi- 
cial JadcDromey, watched from 
the public galleiy. 

John Sykes, MP for Scar- 
borough, was one of the first 
Tories to try to trip up the 
Labour health spokeswoman. 
“Isn't it a good thing there’s no 
such thing as a grant-main- 
tained hospital?” he asked. 


“Wouldn't she be m more trou- 
ble in that case?” 

But Ms Harman said she 
was surprised Mr Sykes was not 
rising to complain to the Health 
Secretary, Stephen Dorrcll, 
about the feet that 7,546 hospital 
beds had been dosed in his own 
health region. “I believe that is 
what his constituents want him 
to be speaking up about in this 
House of Commons, rather 
than making cheap points.” 

P ressed by another Tory 
about her commitment to 
the “Conservative princi- 
ples of choice”, Ms Harman said 
she had not taken private health 
care, but that for many people, 
the treatment they wanted was 
no longer available on the NHS. 

Ducking the question of 
whether Labour would actual- 
ly abolish GP fund-holding, 
she said the party would bring 
together staff, patients and 
communities to create a con- 
sensus on future health care. 
“We will transfer the £l-5bn 
the Government wastes on 


bureaucracy to front-line 
services”, and “end the unfair 
system where treatment is de- 
pendent on which GP is pur- 
chasing the health care, not on 
the dimcal need of the patient”. 

“The Tory party in their 
hearts hate the NHS. The only 
safeguard for the NHS is the 
party which created the NHS - 
the Labour Party." 

Stephen Dorrell hit back 
with a scathing attack on 
Labour's “hypocrisy”. Just 
keeping within the rules of or- 
der for a health debate, he 
said: “The thing that makes us 
angry is the distinction between 
what they say and what they do.” 

The Opposition had put a 
completely new political prin- 
ciple into action" - remaining 
silent to express “warm frater- 
nal solidarity” with Ms Harman. 

Mocking the failure of some 
Shadow Cabinet colleagues to 
support her, he said: “The rea- 
son Ms Harman is right and vir- 
tually all her colleagues on her 
own backbenches are wrong is 
that she has shown by her ac- 
tions that sbe endorses the 
principles and values of a free 
and open society. That is im- 
portant in the world of educa- 
tion and equally important in 
the world of health care." 


Training 
chiefs’ £1 
liability 
attacked 

CHRIS BLACKHURST 


One of the Government's flag- 
ship initiatives for alleviating the 
problem of long-term unem- 
ployed young people was criti- 
cised yesterday by a powerful 
group of MPs. 

The Commons Public Ac- 
counts Committee, which has a 
majority of Tory members, ex- 
pressed “grave concern" that 
the directors of 'framing and 
Enterprise Councils, private 
companies set up with more 
than £I.4bn of taxpayers' mon- 
ey to manage young people’s 
training, have a personal liability 
of just £1 each in the event of 
failure. The TEC in South 
Thames bos already collapsed. 

Stephen Byers, Labour's ed- 
ucation and employment 
spokesman, called for changes 
in the accountability of TEC 
directors. 

“It is simply unacceptable 
that people responsible for 
spending such large sums of 
public money have personal li- 
ability of just £1, he said. 
“Changes must be introduced 
which will ensure that directors 
are held liable for reckless 
spending.” 

In the case of South Thames, 
the chief executive, Michael 
Hanson, retired because of ill- 
health. The board agreed to 
make him an ex gratia payment 
of £30,375. 

“Would the directors of 
South Thames have acted in this 
cavalier way if they could be 
held personally responsible for 
such spending?", Mr Byers 
asked. 


Government in retreat 
over ID card proposals 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

A voluntary identity card 
scheme is to be introduced lat- 
er this year, following a Home 
Office survey showing most 
people do not want to be com- 
pelled to cany identification. 

Baroness B latch, the Home 
Office minister, yesterday told 
a Commons committee that 
the Government had reached 
no final decisions over a na- 
tional identity scheme. But 
sources confirmed that the 
threat of a Cabinet rift had al- 
ready ruled out a costly com- 
pulsory scheme. Ministers were 
said to favour a voluntary 
scheme based on a photocard 
driving licence. 

It also emerged that what was 
in any event a lukewarm com- 
mitment to a compulsory 
scheme has now been further 
watered down tty the realisation 


that ID cards would have little 
or no impact on crime. 

However, Lady Blatch in- 
sisted yesterday that a scheme 
would ease people's “fear of 
crime". They would believe it 
was "another shot in the ar- 
moury of the police in the fight 
against crime", she told the 
all-party Home Affairs Select 
Committee. 

Jack Straw, shadow Home 
Secretary, immediately a tracked 
the Government for its indeci- 
sion. "First there was the hype, 
then silence and now a gradual 
retreat,” he said. 

The idea was warmly wel- 
comed by the Tory grassroots 
when it was held up by Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary, 
at the party conference two 
years ago as a major weapon in 
the fight against criminals, il- 
legal immigrants and benefit 
scroungers. 

Enthusiasm has since been 


‘Tartan tax’ blow to Tories 


JOHN ARUDGE 
Scotland Correspondent 

The Tories' campaign against 
Labour’s devolution proposals 
suffered a setback yesterday 
when Michael Forsyth, the Sec- 
retary of State for Scotland, was 
ordered to stop malting claims 
that a Scottish parliament 
would impose a “tartan tax”. 

Sir Robin Butler, the head of 
the Civil Service, ruled that 
the phrase, which is the cor- 
nerstone of Mr Forsyth's cam- 
paign against a revenue-raising 
Edinburgh assembly, was “par- 
ly pofiticaT and could no longer 


be used in official government 
communiques. 

Tartan tax claims have 
appeared in numerous Scottish 
Office documents in recent 
weeks, angering Labour and the 
Scottish National Party, who 
have' accused Mr Forsyth of 
using civil servants to peddle 
Ibry propaganda. 

Sir Robin's move comes a 
week after a bitter dispute over 
a speech by Mr Forsyth in 
which he used another Ibry slo- 
gan - devolution converts “new 
jobs to nae jobs". 

George Robertson, the shad- 
ow Secretary of State for Scot- 


more muted Criticised as an at- 
tack on freedom, the proposals 
united the libertarian left and 
right — including those in the 
CabineL Even the police were 
ambivalent - unconvinced of the 
scheme's crime-fighting merits, 
and concerned about the po- 
tential for harassment claims. 

There was also Treasury op- 
position - a compulsory scheme 
would have cost about £600m - 
and the evidence of studies 
from countries that have ID 
schemes indicating that they had 
very limited impact on crime, 
fraud, and illegal immigration. 

A government consultation 
paper, published last May, out- 
lined a number of possible op- 
tions. A subsequent Home 
Office survey of over 2,600 vot- 
ers found that just over half 
favoured some kind of scheme, 
but less than a third wanted a 
compulsory card. About 30 per 
cent were dead set ag ain si 
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land, wrote to Sir Robin, the 
guardian of political neutrality 
in the Civil Service, asking him 
to rule whether the phrase "tar- 
tan tax" could be used in Scot- 
tish Office documents. Labour 
says a Scottish administration 
would not raise taxes. 

After consultations with Sir 
Robin, Sir Russel] HUlhouse die 
permanent under-secreiary at 
the Scottish Office, agreed Thai 
the phrase 

- Fors y>h remains free 
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The smoothest diesel from here to infinity 


We can go even farther. The new Rover 400 Diesel is the smoothest 
2.0 litre car in its class on the road. 


An innovative suspension system, hydraulic engine mounts and 
NVH suppression all help to eliminate noise and resonance to provide the 
driver and passengers with the smoothest of lbng-distance rides. 

Its also a powerful addition to a range which includes the 1.4, 1.6 and 
2.0 litre petrol-driven versions. (Thanks to two new high-performance 
L-series direct-injection, turbo-charged engines.) 

Capable of making 0-60 in 10.4’ seconds, the 105ps intercooled unit 
employs an advanced fuel management system and produces such 
impressive performance and economy figures as to... Well, we don’t need 
to embarrass its so-called rivals here, the open road’s the place for that. 

Standard features include a driver’s airbag, anti-theft alarm with 
passive engine immobiliser, power-assisted steering and electronic sunroof. 

We could go on and on. 

Once you’re in the driver’s seat, you’ll be more than happy to 
do just that. Ad infinitum. 

For further in formation contact your local dealer or telephone 0345 186 186. 



ABOVE ALL, IT’S A ROVER 
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news 


Funding the arts: Virginia Bottomley is drawn into controversy over 


Stage set for battle 
of artistic survival 


two theatres' competing claims 


~ arts Council grants 


JOHN McKIE 

Two neighbouring theatres are 
anxiously awaiting today’s de- 
cision on grants to regional 
Arts Councils which could de- 
cide their future. 

One, the Yvonne Arnaud 

theatre in Guildford, has been 
premiering works from major 
playwrights since the Second 
World War but faces closure in 
April if funds are not forth- 
coming. 

The other, the Redgrave 
Theatre in Famham. closed 
layi January but wants to reopen 
with repertory productions 
soon. The latter enjoys some 
powerful support - not least that 
of its constituency MP, Vir- 
ginia Bottomley. who also hap- 
pens to be the Secretary of State 
for National Heritage. 

The Redgrave Theatre, 
which put on home-grown 
repertory productions until it 
closed last January, has ap- 
plied for a £740,000 grant, 
spread over the next three 
years, from South Hast Arts. 
The cash would be used for re- 
opening and for new produc- 
tions. Mrs Bottomley, the MP 
for Surrey South-west, has 
pledged support and the Red- 
grave organisers are optimistic 
about securing the money. 

Meanwhile, the Yvonne Ar- 
naud, a commercial playhouse 
which has premiered works by 


the likes of Alan Ayckbourn, 
Tom Stoppard and Alan Ben- 
nett. has already received a 
grant of £25,000 from South 
East Arts, but this is not likely 
to sustain it past April. Its own- 
ire are appealing to the body far 
urgent help. 

-South East Arts have to 
justify' why it is more important 
to reopen a theatre which died 
a vear ago, with an annual au- 
dience of 50,000, than it is to 
keep open a live theatre with 
our track record, which has an 
audience of 160,000,” said 
James Barber, artistic director 
of the Yvonne Arnaud. 

The Guildford theatre al- 
ready has the backing of some 
of the stars who have graced its 
siage in the past, including 
Dame Judi Dench. Peter 
Bowles and Millicent Martin. 
Indeed. Sir Derek Jacobi has 
told the Famham Herald : “I 
would love to see a thriving 
Redgrave Theatre but the 
Yvonne Arnaud is receiving a 
bad deal from South East Arts, 
and I would question the level 
of funding for a theatre that is 
not up and running.' 1 

The Yvonne Arnaud has also 
argued that the Sybil Thorndike 
theatre in nearby Leathcrhead 
receives an annual grant of 
£150.000. although it benefits 
from the involvement of cele- 
brated theatrical figures Sir Pe- 
ter Hall and Bill KenwrighL 


The Redgrave plans to open 
by October. James Gatward, the 
fanner TVS chief executive 
who is helping present the Red- 
grave’s case to South East Arts, 
said Mrs Bottomley had been 
“most supportive". He added 
that, as the local MP, she was 
keen for the theatre to survive. - 

South East Arts’ chief exec- 
utive, Chris Cooper, said no de- 
cision would be taken on the 
awards until early next weds; af- 
ter today's Arts Council grants 
to the 10 regional arts boards 
in England. SEA is the lowest- 
funded of the regional boards. 

He admitted that the Red- 
grave reopening took prece- 
dence over the Yvonne 
Amaud’s priorities. “The Red- 
grave is the training ground for 
the very talented who are going 
to take over Hollywood in 10 
years’ time. There’s very few of 
those theatres left. We are 
aware of the situation in Guild- 
ford but at the end of the day, 
they’re about a commercial 
profit," 

The outgoing Guildford MR 
David Howell said “I have been 
in touch with the Heritage Sec- 
retary and had a sympathetic 
voice — but no action." 

Both theatres have been in- 
volved in a slanging match in the 
local press. James Gatward 
said: “If the Yvonne Arnaud is 
saying they want the Redgrave 
money, we say, ‘Bugger off 
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ORANGE 

Motorola Mobile Phone 

■ 180 name/number memory 
(inc. SIM card memory). 

■ Clear LCD display of 
number dialled. 

■ Up to 60 minutes talk time/ 
11 hours standby. 

Model MR1. Was £99.99. 
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‘Transplant 

hell’ man 
loses out on 
damages 


ORANGE 

Motorola 

Mobile Phone 

■ Displays number of 
caller. 

■ Up to 60 minutes 

talk hours 

standby time. 

Model MR20 FLAKE 

Was £99.99. 


FREE 

LEATHER CASE 
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FREE 

TRAVEL 

PACK 


| with Motorola MR1 
with this voucher. 
Contains leather 
case and in-car 
power cord, 
worth £39.99. 
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ORANGE 

Nokia 

Mobile Phone 

■ 179 name/number 
memory (inc. SIM 
card memory). 

■ 4 line LCD display 
with menu driven 
screen prompts. 

Model ORANGE NOKIA. 

Was £149.99. 


FREE 

LEATHER CASE 


SALE PRICE 



ORANGE TARIFFS 

From only £17.63 fine VAT) per month. 

LATEST DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY 
Digital technology means dearer calls and 
billing by the second, from one of the UK's 
fastest growing networks. 

BILLING BY THE SECOND 

You only pay for what you use. 
INCLUSIVE TALK TIME 
Each tariff contains indusive 
Talk time FREE 

EXPANDING COVERAGE 

Covers over 85% of the UK popujation, and 
will expand to over 92% by mid 1996. 

HELPFUL ADVICE 

Currys’ friendly staff will give you all the 
expert advice you need. 


JOJO MOYES 

A man who was given a can- 
cerous kidney in a transplant 
operation was yesterday award- 
ed £21.286 in damages - but will 
not receive a penny and may- 
have to pay legal costs because 
he was previously offered 
£25.000 in settlement. 

Peter Sumners. 51, from 
Havwards Heath in West Sus- 
sexl underwent the operation in 
June 19S6. but it was seven 
months before he was told that 
the organ was contaminated. 

He told Mr Justice Collins at 
the High Court in London that 
he went through “heir during 
months of dialysis and radio- 
therapy before "he went into re- 
mission. The judge yesterday 
awarded Mr Sumners £17.500 
for his pain and suffering in 
what he called a “unique case". 

“It is difficult to imagine 
how appalling the knowledge 
that one has cancer must be, 
particularly where it has come 
in circumstances such as I have 
described," tbe judge said. 
“When, added to that, there is 
misdiagnosis, unnecessary ra- 
diotherapy and an apparent 
giving up on treatment, the 
trauma is even worse." 

While the judge said he had 
“enormous sympathy" for Mr 
Sumners and wished he could 
make an exception in his case, 
he added: “lb make an order in 
his favour woold be my heart 
ru ling my head. 1 would like to 
but I fear it wouldn’t stand up 
if it was considered further." 

The balance of the award was 
made up of miscellaneous ex- 
penses, including loss of earn- 
ings- bringing it up to £21,286 
- £25,566 including interest. 



Peter Sumners: “Gutted’ by 
a win-and-lose judgment 

But Mr Sumncrs’s solicitor. 
Stephen Smith, said the award 
would be swallowed up by the 
court's order that Mr Sumners 
must pay the costs of the action 
after the beginning of March 
1993, when Mid Downs Health 
Authority and Brighton Health 
Authority made the payment 
into court- He said an appeal 
would be considered against tbe 
£17,500 portion of the award as 
it was considered to be too low 
for the pain and suffering Mr 
Sumners experienced. After 
the judgment Mr Sumners said 
that he felt “gutted". 

Last week, the judge said staff 
at the Royal Sussex County 
Hospital in Brighton “could 
not really have made greater 
blunders in the way they treat- 
ed Mr Sumners once they re- 
alised that they had put in a 
potentially cancerous kidney". 

But he ruled that the hospi- 
tal was not negligent in failing 
to diagnose Lhe kidney as can- 
cerous, because of the speed at 
which transplants had to be 
done. 


NOW YOU CAN 
ORDER BY PHONE 


DEUVERY CHARGES 
FROM £125 PER 
ORDER 
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CALL DIVERT 

Lets you control your incoming calls. 

. CALL BARRING 
Bars certain calls from being made on your 
phone. 

• CALL HOLD 

Place a caller on hold and still use your phone. 

. CALL WATTING 
Place a caller on hold and take a second call. 
... CALLER IDENTITY 

Gives you the identity of other Orange users 
who call you. 


ALL BACKED BY 
Currys PREMIER SERVICE 


OVER 20 TOP BRAND 
MOBILE PHONES 

EXPERT ADVICE 

RAPED C0NNECTUH 

HUGE RANGE OF 
PHONE ACCESSORIES 


AFTER-SALES SERVICE 

GUARANTEED 

■ 7-day satisfaction 
guarantee. 

■ Support Hotline. 

■ 28-day return policy 

in case of fault 

Ask liMtore for details. 


DAILY POEM 


O, wert thou in the cauld blast 

By Robert Bums 

O, wert thou in the cauld blast 
On yonder lea. on yonder lea. 

My plaidie to the angry airt, 

I'd shelter thee. I'd shelter thee. 

Or did Misfortune 's bitter storms 
.Around thee blow, around thee blaw, 

Thy bivld should be my bosom, 

To share it a', to share it a\ 

Or were I in the wildest waste, 

Sae black and bare, sae black and bare. 

The desert were a Paradise, 

If thou wert there, if thou wen there. 

Or were I monarch o the globe, 

Wi thee to reign, wi thee to reign, 

77 le brightest jewel in my crown 

Wad be my queen, wad be my queen. 

Robbie Burns died 200 years ago this year, but it is his birth- 
day on 25 January that has always been celebrated by the Scots. 
Burns, their radical, nationalist poet has been depicted by the 
anniversary media as an angry young punk with revolution- 
ary leanings, but his real contributions to his homeland were 
more gentle: his use of the Scottish dialect when it was regarded 
as too “low" for literature, and the preservation - a labour of 
great love - of a wealth of old Scottish songs and ballads. 


ill 
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international 


US budget crisis: President’s masterful State of the Union message allays market fears and boosts his hopes for re-election 


Acclaim for Clinton 
as he woos Congress 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

Hours after President Bill Clin- 
ton s widely acclaimed Stale of 
Uie Union Address, the Re- 
publicans and the White House 
moved yesterday towards corn- 
pro rru.se on a stop-gap spend- 
mg bill to avert another 
government shut-down this 
weekend and on a formula to 
increase the debt ceiling, pre- 
venting a threatened govern- 
ment default next month. 

Id a speech that effectively 
began his re-election campaign 
Mr Clinton urged the Repub- 
lican Congress to join him in 
passing those parts of a bal- 
anced budget plan on which 
both sides agreed. After the 
Speaker, Newt Gingrich, 
responded by offering a mea- 
sure to lift the borrowing ceil- 
ing “as early as next week", the 
White House professed its 


“encouragement’' at Mr Gin- 
grich’s words. 

An increase in the $4.9bn 
(£3. lbn ) ceiling, which Repub- 
lican hard-liners have blocked 
in order tn exert pressure on Mr 
Clinton to accede to a seven- 
year plan to balance the budget, 
assumed new urgency this week 
after Robert Rubin, the Trea- 
sury Secretary, warned the US 
would go into default on 1 
March. The unprecedented 
move could cause turmoil on 
world financial markets. 

Yesterday that prospect was 
receding, not least because Re- 
publicans were aware that Tues- 
day night un arguably belonged 
to Mr Clinton. Press and pub- 
lic reviews were overwhelmingly 
favourable. One instant poll 
afterwards registered 70 per 
cent public approval, while a 
two-to-one margin of Ameri- 
cans blamed the Republicans 
for the budget impasse. 


The President urged De- 
mocrats and Republicans to 
put aside differences for a new 
“Age of Possibility" for Amer- 
ica. By co-opting many Repub- 
lican themes, from crime to 
“family values”, be took dead 
aim at the crucial middle 
ground of US politics where the 
next election will be decided. 
Even Mr Gingrich conceded it 
was a “remarkably Republican 
speech". 

“The era of Big Govern- 
ment" is over, Mr Clinton de- 
clared, in one of the few 
passages to draw cheers from 
Republicans. But, he added in 
an implicit dig at his opponents' 
heartless radicalism, “We can- 
not go back to the time when 
our citizens were left to fend 
from themselves,” Mr Clinton 
produced no important legisla- 
tive proposals. Instead be pep- 
pered his speech with 
exhortations to “stand togeth- 


er” and seek the “common 
ground". 

By contrast it was Bob Dole, 
the Senate majority leader and 
Mr Clinton’s most likely foe in 
November, who came across as 
crabby and partisan as he de- 
livered the Republican re- 
sponse. Anxious not to be 
outflanked by conservative ri- 
vals, Mr Dole accused Mr Clin- 
ton of “Elitism” 3nd of being 
“held back by outdated values”. 

Mr Dole's spirits would not 
have been lifted by new opin- 
ion polls, showing advances by 
his chief competitor for the 
nomination, Steve Forbes. In 
New Hampshire, where the 
first primary takes place on 20 
February, one poll puts him 
ahead by only eight points. In 
Arizona, which holds its primary 
a week later, the multi-mil- 
lionaire magazine publisher is 
leading by a solid 39 per cent to 
27 per cent. 


Grumpy old men hand it to Bill 


Washington - There was a spe- 
cial showing of Grumpy Old 
Men on Tuesday evening. Not 
the smash film with Jack Lem- 
mon and Walter Matthau, but 
the Capitol Hill version, with- 
out a laugh in the script, fea- 
turing the Republican elders in 
Congress and starring Bob Dole 
- the Meanest Scowl in Town. 

For students of politics as im- 
age, Bill Clinton's State of the 
Union address was a dream. 
There he was, the Husband of 
Hillary to be sure, but youthful, 
appealing, and above all pro- 
jecting good cheer. True, on the 
rostrum behind him 'Wee-Pres- 
ident AJ Gore was doing his ha- 
bitual impersonation of a Secret 
Service officer. But compared 
with the Republicans even the 
famously wooden A1 came 
across as a bundle of fun. 

Next to Mr Gore sat Newt 
Gingrich. Only once did the 


Speaker's countenance lighten, 
when just before the speech Mr 
Clinton handed him a sheet of 
paper. Earlier that evening, a 
television reporter had inquired 
of the Speaker what he would 
like the President to say. 
Thank you and good night,” 
came the reply. That was the 
mock text Mr Clinton handed 
him. Even Mr Gingrich, who has 
not had much to smile about of 
late, had to grin. 

But that was the end of the 
festivities as far as Republicans 
were concerned. A few times 
they dapped. For the rest, if the 
cutaway television shots were 
any guide, they sat in a silence 
that was, well, just grumpy. A 
peevish A1 D 'Amato, chairman 
of the Senate Whitewater com- 
mittee and Mrs Clinton’s Con- 
gressional persecutor-in-chief, 
raised a faint smile as the Pres- 
ident praised his wife in the 


gallery as a “magnificent moth- 
er, wonderful wife, and great 
First Lady". 

Then the camera panned on 
to Senator Strom Thurmond of 
South Carolina, 93 years young 
and staring blankly ahead. And 
the instant Mr Clinton finished, 
many Republicans sprinted 
from the chamber rather than 
accord the courtesy of applause. 
But that was just a trailer for the 
main show. 

Pity Bob Dole . Probably his- 
tory will remember him as a 
man who should have been 
President, but wasn't. If so, tbe 
reason will be in part his age of 
72, which would make him the 
oldest ever occupant of the 
White House should he win the 
election and which even long 
sessions under the tanning ma- 
chine cannot conceal. But most 
damaging of all, he's grumpy. 

As he officially responded on 


behalf of the Republicans, Mr 
Dole gamely did his best, lit- 
tering his speech with words like 
“future”, “children” and 
“youth” and trying lo smile. 
Alas, even Walter Matthau on 
a bad day looks radiant com- 
pared to a smiling Bob Dole. 
Stiffly he stood there, an old 
man without vision, parroting 
lines about values and “gelling 
the country back on track”, 
unable to resist gibes at young 
Bill Clinton the “elitist”. 

A nation must have watched 
and wondered. Is that the best 
the Republicans have? Mr Dole 
remains the front-runner for the 
nomination. But if Tbesday 
night was a preview of the first 
debate of the campaign, the 
President won hands down. In 
politics, grumpiness doesn’t 
pay. 

Rupert Cornwell 



Laughing matter: A light moment during the State of the Union session, when, before the address, Newt Gingrich 
was handed a mock text of Bill Clinton's speech, as Vice-President A1 Gore claps Photograph: Reuter 


Warning of Chinese attack prompts ‘jitters’ in Taiwan 


STEPHEN VINES 

Hong Kong 

Renewed fears of a Chinese at- 
tack on Taiwan have been 
roused by a report in yesterday's 
New York Times that tbe Chi- 
nese government would launch 
a series of daily missile attacks 
against the island following the 
March presidential election. 

Such a move, the Tones said, 
would be designed lo pre-empt 
moves to secure international 
recognition for the island's gov- 
ernment. Peking views Thiwan 


as a renegade province. How- 
ever, a senior US official said 
the Clinton administration had 
“no independent confirmation 
or even credible evidence" of 
such a plan, and China's foreign 
ministry called the report 
“totally groundless". 

The warnings are reported to 
have been delivered by Chas 
Freeman, a former assistant 
secretary of defence who is 
among a group of former US 
officials regarded as “very old 
friends of China". Mr Free- 
man's contacts with senior 


Peking officials go back to the 
days when he acted as President 
Richard Nixon’s interpreter 
during Nixon’s groimd-breaking 
visit to China in 1972. 

Peking reacted with fury last 
year when President Lee Teng- 
hui of Taiwan made a so-called 
private visit to the United 
States, a move that appeared to 
foreshadow the end of Taiwan's 
diplomatic isolation. But the 
strength of the Chinese reaction 
seems to have drawn the Unit- 
ed Stales back to its original 
“one-China” policy, which of- 


fers no scope for recognising the 
government of Taiwan. China, 
in turn, has been less aggressive 
in pursuing its claims. 

Now, however. China ap- 
pears to be worrying that Pres- 
ident Lee will triumph in the 
first-ever democratic election 
for a Chinese bead of state and 
that he will use his mandate to 
canvass international support 
for Thiwan in the US. 

The report says that Mr 
Freeman conveyedChina’s con- 
cerns to Anthony Lake, Presi- 
dent Clinton's national security 


adviser, on 4 January and that 
the matter was discussed at a 
White House meeting of non- 
government China specialists. 

The plan, according to Mr 
Freeman, is for one conven- 
tional missile strike a day for 30 
days, not to start a war but to 
warn the US lo keep out of 
Sino-Thiwanese relations and to 
persuade President Lee to 
maintain a low profile. 

Mr Freeman, who has previ- 
ously criticised President Lee in 
public, confirmed the report In 
Taiwan, where talk of Chinese 


military action always provokes 
jittera, officials said the report 
was unconfirmed, and could not 
provide a basis for commenL 
However, tension between 
the two sides of tbe Taiwan 
Strait is higher now than at arty 
time since the late 1970s. when 
the two sides last exchanged 
artillery fire. China last year 
launched a series of deliberately 
threatening military exercises off 
Thiwan ’s coast and the govern- 
ment in Thipei retaliated with a 
series of more modest military 
manoeuvres. 


Meanwhile, rumours of 
preparations for war have mul- 
tiplied, reaching a peak last No- 
vember with reports that China 
had changed its criteria for 
authorising a military invasion 
of Thiwan. classifying the island 
as harbouring a “covert inde- 
pendence movement". limited 
military action was justified, 
therefore, to prevent further 
breakaway moves. 

Officially both the Chinese 
and Taiwan governments are 
committed to a policy of re- 
unification but Cbuna fears that 


President Lee. the first native 
Taiwanese to head the island’s 
government, is intent on draw- 
ing the two states further apart. 

Much of the Chinese mihtajy 
pressure has been aimed at 
undermining confidence in 
President Lee but the crude 
methods of intimidation seem 
to have backfired and placed the 
President in an unbeatable po- 
sition for tbe forthcoming pres- 
idential elections. China's best 
hope now is to look for ways to 
minimise his opportunities for 
capitalising on his position. 


IN BRIEF 


US ‘blue beret’ objector court martiaJed 

Bonn — An American soldier who refused to don the blue beret 
of tbe UN peace-keeping forces in the former Yugoslavia was 
found guilty yesterday of disobeying a lawful order, writes Imre 
Karacs. Michael New, a 22-year old army medic serving in Ger- 
many, turned out for a parade in his regular US uniform as his 
unit set off for Macedonia last October. He argued that he had 
taken an oath of loyalty to the US, and not to the UN, which then 
commanded peace-keeping forces in the Balkans. He was given 
a bad-conduct discharge from the army. New is Lhe first mem- 
ber of the US armed services court martial ed for refusing to wear 
UN insignia on his uniform or to accept foreign command on a 
UN operation. 

Ethiopian Jews in ‘tainted blood’ row 

Jernsalem— Ethiopian immigrants were enraged yesterday to 
learn Israel s blood bank had for years been accepting their 
donations but disposing of their blood for fear of the HJV virus. 
The head of the country’s central blood bank, Amnon Ben-Dawd, 
confirmed a newspaper report that virtually all blood from Ethiopi- 
ans was summarily destroyed without any tests. Tbe newspaper 
showed a picture of a blood unit marked: “Do not use because 
donor is from Ethiopia". Adiso Masala, of the Organisation of 
Ethiopian Immigrants, said that of 60,000 Ethiopians in Israel, 
300 were infected with the HIV virus. But the Health Minister. 
Ephraim Sneh, said the rate of HTV among the Ethiopians was 
50 times higher than the general population. Reuter 

Utah firing squad in dress rehearsal 

Salt Lake City — Five marksmen practised firing on command 
and a prison worker played the part of a convicted killer as Utah 
conducted a dress rehearsal for its first execution by firing squad j 
in 19 years. John Albert Taylor, sentenced to die for raping and 
strangling an 1 1 -year-old girl in 1988, will be led out of a hold- 
ing cell, strapped into a chair and shot through the heart just af- 
ter midnight tomorrow. Taylor, 38. will be the first inmate to die 
by firing squad since Gary Gilmore in 1977. AP 

Gaddafi discusses US Muslim role 

Tonis The Libyan leader, Muammar Gaddafi, held talks with 

the visiting US black activist Louis Farrakfaan on the formation 
of an effective Black Muslim lobby in the US. Libya’s official news 
agency Jana reported that Col Gaddafi and Mr Farrakhan dis- 
cussed at their meeting on Tuesday “the situation of Muslims in 
America and the ways to unify, mobilise, and organise them in 
Draper institutions with the aim of getting an important and an 
influential role in Lbe next US elections” Reuter 

Internet dodges ban on Mitterrand book 

p ar j s police said yesterday they had paid an informal visit to 

a provincial French “cybercafe” after it fed a banned book on 
the late president Francois Mitterrand's battle with cancer mto 
the worldwide Internet computer network A police inspector in 
Besancon, 40 miles east of Dijon, stressed the visit was not part 
of legal proceedings. The Cafe Web put on the Internet the book 
by Mitterrand’s doctor Claude Gu Her, which says the president, 
who died of cancer on 8 January, lied about his illness 
for 11 years. Reuter 



Chain reaction: A man stands shackled at Tokyo's Shfnjuku station as police evict 
homeless people from the building after commuters complained Photograph: Reuter 


Polish PM forced to resign 
over links with KGB man 


ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Central Europe Correspondent 

Poland’s Prime Minister, Jozef 
Oleksy, resigned last night af- 
ter military prosecutors an- 
nounced their intention to 
investigate allegations that he 
spied for Moscow for more 
than a decade. “In the name of 
reasons of state, I have decid- 
ed to resign,” Mr Oleksy said on 
Polish television. But he firm- 
ly reiterated his position that he 
is innocent. 

Mr Oleksy, a former Com- 
munist, firmly denied the ac- 
cusations, winch centre around 
his long friendship with a for- 
mer Russian diplomat who was 
simultaneously working as a 
colonel within the KGB. 

In an interview published 
earlier this week, however, he 
conceded that the link had 
been ‘imprudent”. 

“I think 1 am guilty of a cer- 
tain imprudence,” Mr Oleksy 
told the weekly magazine PoU- 
tyka. “I can see it very clearly 


now, but I did not see it that way 
at the time,” he said. 

The allegations against Mr 
Oleksy have dominated Polish 
political lift since they first sur- 
faced in a dramatic final week 
of Lech WdJesa’s presidency at 
the end of last year. According 
to the then interior minister, 
Andrzej Milczanowski, Mr 
Oleksy had passed informa- 
tion, including classified docu- 
ments, to a KGB agent in 
Warsaw from the early 1980s 
until the time he became Prime 
Minister last March. 

Mr Oleksy quickly confessed 
to having had a long association 
with the Russian diplomat 
Vladimir Alganov. But he 
denied any knowledge of Mr 
Alganov’s KGB activities - or 
of having provided him with 
classified information. 

ffor many Poles, the closeness 
of the relationship - regardless 
of whether any information 
was exchanged - has demon- 
strated a clear bek of judgement 
by Mr Oleksy. The centre-right 


opposition, spearheaded by the 
former President, Lech W&lesa. 
has not surprisingly been bay- 
ing for his blood. More worry- 
ing for the Prime Minister, 
many members of his own for- 
mer communist Democratic 
Left Alliance (SLD) felt he 
should go. 

“Mr Oleksy is being seen as 
a liability within Ids own party." 
said a Western diplomat, adding 
that many people regarded 
dk»e contacts with Russian dip- 
lomats as having been “OK" un- 
til 1989, but not so afterwards. 

A gleeful Mr V&lesa yester- 
day said that in addition to Mr 
Oleksy resigning, the countiy 
should hold fresh parliamentary 
elections, not officially due until 
September next year. 

Mr Walesa's successor. Alek- 
sander Kwasniewski, another 
former Communist, has also 
indicated that early elections 
may be the only way oul of this 
political crisis, which has almost 
totally eclipsed the first month 
of bis presidency. 


Gonzalez 
ally to be 
tried over 
hit squads 

ELIZABETH NASH 

Madrid 

Amid the storms lashing Spain 
in recent days was a political 
thunderbolt that threatens to 
blow asunder Felipe Gonzalez’s 
election chances and possibly 
wreck his party. 

The Supreme Court is to liy 
the former interior minister 
Jose Barrionuevo, a member of 
the Prime Ministers inner cir- 
cle, for setting up a hit-squad 
against Basque separatists and 
financing it from ministry slush 
funds. 

The charges, announced yes- 
terday by the Supreme Court 
judge Eduardo Moner, bring 
this most serious of the scandals 
to have eroded the Socialist gov- 
ernment's credibility nearer 
than ever to Mr Gonzalez. For 
the moment, he is backing his 
former minister to the hilt. 

Mr Barrionuevo. who is on 
bail, is charged with illegal de- 
tention over the kidnap of a 
French businessman mistaken 
for an Eta member, with mis- 
use of public funds; and with as- 
sociation with an armed gang, 
the Anti-terrorist Liberation 
Group, or Gal. 

Mr Moner said “proven 
facts" pointed to Mr Barrionue- 
vo as organiser of Gal and in 
particular its first act. the kid- 
napping of Segundo Marey. 
The former minister ordered 
Mr Marey to be held even af- 
ter he was discovered to be the 
wrong man, apparently to put 
pressure on France. 

The bombshell is a gift to the 
conservative Popular Party 
leader, Jose Maria Aznar, who, 
if he plays his cards right, may 
sail lo absolute victory in gen- 
eral elections on 3 March. 




WITHOUT FAMILY 

21 years ago, Father 
Brennan founded the 
Pattaya Orphanage which 
provides the necessary 
security and love for 
orphans and handicapped 
children. 

Without you and without 
the Orphanage, these abandoned 
children would die on the streets of Thailand. 

WITHOUT 
A HOME 

The Orphanage gives 
these children a home, an 
education and, above all, 
a future. 

You can help Father 
Brennan secure their future by 
helping to sponsor a child at the Orphanage. 


...BECOME THEIR SPONSOR..., 


Sponsors are sent a Video of the 
Orphanage, showing the 
environment in which the 
children live. 

The cost of helping to sponsor 
a child for 1 month is £15.12 
(£181.44 per year) 


Help Sponsor a child for only 50p a day. 

To Rev Fr. Raymond A Brennan C.Ss.fi.. Tlie Pattaya Orphanage Trust 
Dept IND25H016W, FREEPOST. LONDON W14 0BR 
| or cell 0171 B02 6203 tor Access and Visa credit card donations 

I i Reg Chanty No 3860001 

■ pjYES 1 VflSh 10 s P° rsor 3 dnW and i enclose herewith a cheque m the 

I ** anwum of Cla. 12 representing the first months sponsorship fee. i 

■ took toward to receiving dee* of the child I am helping ro sponsor and the Vtoec 

I of Father Brennan's work a the Orphanage. c 

I □ I cannot sponsor a child, but i enclose herewith a donation or 

I □ E 250 D £100 3 *50 □ -25 □Other* 

I Cneques i Postal Orders should be made payable to 
1 The Pattaya Orphanage Tryst. 

| Name - 
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J^jraznensky - Checher 
^yesterday released 42 
SS® 0 hostages seized two 
^r 5 ago m the raid in the 
JS 8 ™™* region of Dages- 
J^Miich ended in a bloody 
^owdOTm with Rushan troops, 
ine hostages, looking tired 
glad to be going home, left 

to a yellow bus from a two- 
stor ^' school building in the 


eastern Chechen town of 
Novogroznensky. 

The bus. whsh followed a 
convoy of cars with Dagestan] 
officials and religious leaders, 
wound through a crowd of sev- 
eral hundred Chechens chant- 
ing “ Allahu Akhbar' (God is 
greatest). Some people perched 
on trees to get a better view. 

Most of the hostages said they 
had been well treated by the re- 
bels and some exchanged warm 
farewells with their captors. 


Some had been seized on 9 
January, when the rebels herd- 
ed 2,000 people into a hospital 
in the Dagestan town of Kizl- 
yar to press their demands for 
Russian troops to be withdrawn 
from Chechnya after more than 
13 months of conflict there. 
Others were captured in the vil- 
lage of Fervomayskoye near 
the Chechnya-Dageslan bor- 
der, where (he convoy of rebels 
and hostages was blocked and 
surrounded by Russian troops. 
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The Chechens are still hold- 
ing some police commandos 
who were seized outside Per- 
vomayskoye. They want to ex- 
change them for rebels 
captured by the Russian forces. 

The village was almost total- 
ly destroyed when the Russian 
troops stormed it. But a group 
of rebels broke out of the be- 
sieged village , through Russian 
lines, and took some of their 
hostages with them. 

“They were good to us. We 




r .wv.w™. « —aa xuvv 

brother to brother. A new life 
began for us after we saz for 
three days under the bombing 
in Perromaystoye," said Ruslan 
Magomedov, 23, a bnsmessman 
from Kcdyar. 

Another hostage, Anatoly 
Zdebsky, 25, said he was hap- 
py to be going bacfc.to.his fam- 
ily and bore no grudges a gamy 
the Chechens; "They kept us in 
various homes, looked after os 
and fed us well" he said. 


The buses aossed the Ghech- 
nya-Dagesran border at about 
5pm Moscow time m the 
direction erf the Dagestam town 
of Khasayyurt, reported Thss 
news agency. 

Before the release there was 
a meeting in the school at- 
tended by the Dagestam dele- 
gation and Chechen rebel 
leaders including the comman- 
der in chief, Aslan 
Maskhadov-Sahnan Raduyev, 
wiw Jed the rebel raid m Dages- 


tan, wasalso there. A member 
. of the Dagestani parliament, 
Gadji Makhachev, .told' the 
meeting that the group to be re- 
leased were notreaDy hostages, 
“Th«e lads saved their fives,” 
be said, referring to the fart that 
the rebels had taken them out 
offtrvomayskeye during die at- 
tack by the Russian forces. 
"The Chechens said we could 
takeour people home. They are 
our neighbours.” 

Mr Maskhadov.fold die au- 


dience that the rebels were not 
twining- “We are not terrorists. 
We condemn terrorism and 
banditry.” he said. 

■ Moscow — Sts Russian sol- 
diers were killed and two 

wounded in attacks by .separatist 

rebels on. Russian positions m 
Chechnya in the 24 hours up to 
yesterday afternoon. Interfax 
new agency reported that "il- 
legal armed bands" had made 
19 attacks in all, 13 of them in 
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Burundi misery 
as 7000 refugees 
flee ‘no-go’ area 


DAVID ORR 

Uvira, Zaire 

A ragged and barefoot group 
gathers around Leonard Niy- 
izigama, backs hunched against 
the wind that whips across the 
dusty hillside. Occasionally one 
of the group nods or murmurs 
in agreement as the story un- 
folds. It is a drama in which they 
have all played a part, for they 
have all fled their homeland in 
similar circumstances and have 
suffered similar hardships. 

“I and my family were living 
in Cibitoke," said Mr Niyiziga- 
ma, glancing over his left shoul- 
der towards the Burundian 
border, which lies about 10 
miles away among the green- 
blue hills. “Then the army 
came. Wc heard they were 
looking for guerrillas but then 
they began foiling ordinary peo- 
ple I ran away with my wife 

and children ...We had to hide 
for many days in the forest. We 
crossed the River Rusizi at 
night because the soldiers shoot 
at people crossing during the 
day." 

Mr Nihizigama and his fam- 
ily are among more than 7.000 
Hutu peasants who have re- 
cently fled into eastern Zaire 
from the Burundian provinces 
of Cibitoke and Buhanza. In all, 
more than 100.000 Burundian 
refugees now languish in the 
Uvira region. 

A man with his arm in a sling 
pointed to a scar on his arm. He 
said it was from a bullet wound 
he received when Burundian 
soldiers shot at him near the 
border. All the men and women 
in the group said they had lost 
friends or family members in at- 
tacks by the Burundian military. 
Bui Medecins sans Frontieres 
personnel said they were seeing 
relatively few bullet wounds; 
most of the seriously wounded, 
they assume, are not making it 
across the Rusizi River. 

These people scoff al the sug- 
gestion that they might go 
home. It is too dangerous, they 
say. There must be peace and 
justice before they can return. 
And the army must become 
properly integrated, with both 
Hutus and Tutsis in its ranks. 
For the moment, they say, they 
have no confidence m the gov- 


ernment and, in any case, it is 
the largely Tutsi army that con- 
trols the country. 

The north-western provinces 
have become a virtual no-go 
area. The Burundian military 
contends that its operations 
are directed at Hutu guerrillas 
who have recently become 
more organised, ambushing 
travellers and blowing up elec- 
tricity and water installations. 
The evidence of the refugees 
turning up in Zaire, however, 
would seem to indicate that the 
army is far from discerning in 
its choice of targets. 

Aid agencies, too, have suf- 
fered repeated attacks. Before 
Christmas, all the aid organi- 
sations. with the exception of 
the United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees, pulled 
out of the region. “We are now 
moving back,” said a World 
Food Programme spokesman, “ 
... but until we can get some as- 
surance from the local admin- 
istrators, we cannot be sure that 
we are safe." 

It is thought unlikely that Bu- 
rundi will be consumed by the 
same kind of genocide as wit- 
nessed in neighbouring Rwan- 
da in 1994. if only because the 
two ethnic groups have been 
largely segregated; the Hutus 
in the countryside and the Tut- 
sis in the towns. However, nei- 
ther is there any evidence that 
the slow-burning civil war that 
broke out after the assassination 
in October 1993 of Burundi’s 
first elected Hutu president, 
Melchior Ndadaye, is about to 
stop. Since the assassination ex- 
tremists from both sides have 
become embroiled in a conflict 
which the government, a coali- 
tion of Hutu and Tutsi parties, 
seems powerless to stop- 
■ Ngara, Tanzania (Reuter) — 
A senior Tanzanian official said 
on Wednesday his country was 
allowing in 16,000 Rwandans 
fleeing ethnic violence in Bu- 
rundi despite playing host al- 
ready to hundreds of thousands 
of refugees. Brigadier-General 
Sylvester Hemedi, district com- 
missioner for Ngara area, said 
the derision was a humanitari- 
an one and did not mean the 
border with Burundi, closed 
last year, was officially reopened 
for refugees. 



Scant hope: An exhausted Hutu woman, one of thousands of terrified Burundian refugees, sitting m a makeshift camp at Murama Photograph: AFP 

Palestinian exiles start long trek home 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

In 1972 Bassam Abu Sharif, a 
member of a militant Palestin- 
ian party, opened a booby- 
trapped copy of the Dany of Che 
Guevara, sent unexpectedly to 
him in the post It exploded, 
tearing off three of his fingers, 
blinding him in one eye and de- 
stroying his hearing in one ear. 

This week be was one of the 
first of what is expected to be 
a large number of members of 
the Palestinian resistance who 
will return to the West Bank and 
Gaza in the next few weeks. 

Their return follows Israel’s 
announcement on Saturday 
that all members of the Pales- 
tinian paiiiament-in-exile, the 
Palestine National Council can 
return to the autonomous areas. 


Israel wants the council to re- 
move from its covenant the 
clause that calls for the de- 
struction of Israel. 

However, Nayef Hawatmeh, 
leader of the Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP), said, in Damascus that 
he was against returning under 
Israeli conditions. He called 
the Israeli offer a “studied plan 
to dismantle the PLO estab- 
lishment”. 

“We are ready, leadership 
and members, to return home,” 
said Mr Hawatmeh. “But that 
should not be under the condi- 
tions set by [Shimon] Peres," the 
Israeli Prime Minister. Speaking 
of the covenant Mr Hawatmeh 
added; “We refuse to recognise 
an Israel which does not recog- 
nise the right of the Palestinian 
people to self-determination." 


Israeli officials said any return 
of Mr Hawatmeh, whose or- 
ganisation launched repealed 
guerrilla raids on Israel would 
speed up die disintegration of 
those Palestinian organisations 
opposed to the Oslo accords. 

The return of long-exiled 
Palestinian leaders to the West 
Bank and Gaza is transforming 
Palestinian politics. 

Mr Hawatmeh and his party 
were based primarily in the di- 
aspora of Palestinian refugees 
in Lebanon, Syria and Jordan 
who lost their homes in what is 
now Israel in 1 948. But it is the 
22 million Palestinians who 
have gained autonomy in the 
West Bank and Gaza, not the 
3 million who live in the rest of 
the Arab world who are bene- 
fiting from Oslo. 

“The West Bank and Gaza 


will be the centre of Palestinian 
political life in future,” said a 
Palestinian observer who has 
just returned from exile. Mr 
Hawatmeh never had much 
support in the occupied terri- 
tories and the DFIJP split five 
years ago. Along with the Pop- 
ular Fhmt for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) of George 
Habash, Mr Hawatmeh’s or- 
ganisation did not take part in 
Saturday’s election. 

Yasser Arafat, now elected 
President of the new Palestin- 
ian authority, once depended on 
the refugee communities of the 
diaspora. In 1970 they foigit for 
him in Jordan, after which he 
transferred to Lebanon. Thou- 
sands were killed in the 
Lebanese civil war and during 
the Israeli invasion. Many of 
them feel betrayed today. 


Defeat in Lebanon and the 
start of the intifada in the oc- 
cupied territories in 1987 began 
to make the West Bank and 
Gaza the decisive arena in 
Palestinian politics. In private 
Palestinian officials now ac- 
knowledge that Israel will not 
take back refugees from 1948. 

Final election results show 
Palestinian voters liked articu- 
late candidates likely to stand 
up to Mr Arafat. There were 
many votes for Hanan Ashrawi 
in Jerusalem, Saleh al-Thmari in 
Bethlehem and Haidar Abdel- 
Shafi in Gaza, who have criti- 
cised Mr Arafat. Powerful local 
families in Hebron, Nablus and 
Gaza whom Mr Arafat has cul- 
tivated all did badly. This shows 
voters might have supported the 
DFLP and PFLP, had they not 
boycotted the election. 


Moscow 
to join 
rights 
grouping 

TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 

The Council of Europe, one of 
the most important institutions 
lm king Western and Eastern 
Europe, is expected to admit 
Russia today despite reserva- 
tions about President Boris 
Yeltsin’s Chechnya crackdown. 
Although some members of 
the council’s parliamentary as- 
sembly are critical of Russia's 
human-rights record there, 
most lake the view that there is 
a better chance of encouraging 
change if Russia becomes the 
council’s 39th member-state. 

The Strasbourg-based body 
was established in 1949 to pro- 
mote human rights and democ- 
racy. OriginaDy exclusively West 
European, it expanded after 
Communism feU to include 
East European states, for which 
membership serves as a seal of 
approval for their new democ- 
ratic systems. 

The council's secretary-gen- 
eral Daniel Taiscfays, of Swe- 
den, said the council would 
not hesitate to take Russia to 
task if its performance failed to 
come up to scratch. He said the 
council could suspend member- 
states, a fate that befell Greece 
during the 1967-74 dictator- 
ship and Turkey after the 1980 
military coup. 

The council has been eager 
to embrace new members from 
Eastern Europe fait fats tried 
not to water down standards. 
Thus the rump Yugoslav stale, 
comprising Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro, had its “special guest” 
status withdrawn in June 1992 
because of its role in fomenting 
the wars in Croatia and Bosnia. 

Last year Russia's application 
was frozen over the Chechnya 
intervention, which has killed 
20,000 civilians. The council 
assembly lifted the freeze after 
it appeared truce talks were 
making progress but violence 
has recently been rising again. 

On Tuesday Mr Yeltsin said 
rejection would be interpreted 
as support for “Chechen ter- 
rorists*. But Sergei Kovalyov, 
one of Russia's most respected 
human-rights campaigners, 
said the council should attach 
tough conditions on Chechnya 
in return for admitting Russia. 
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INTEREST FREE CREDIT O X H O L I I) A Y S A X D F L I G II T S 




T ake off with The Independent and the In- 
dependent on Sunday's Fly Now Ray Lat- 
er offer. 

We're teamed up with Coop Travefcare. one 
of the top travel agency chains in the UK, so 
that readers of 7be Independent can get up 
to £2,500 Interest Free Credit on hofidays and 
flights booked through our special service. So 
now you can take off when you feel the in- 
clination - without paying everything up front 
For example, on a holiday costing £2.500, at 
a typical APR of 14.9% you would save £328. 

With over 300 holiday brochures and 49 
airlines to choose from, there are holidays to 
suit eveiyone. Whether it’s snowboard^ in 
the Alps, a romantic weekend city break or 
trekking in Nepai, youll have the freedom to 
take off anytime between 1 February-31 De- 
cember 1996. 

How to QuaBy for the Easy Payment Plan 

Each day in The Independent and the Inde- 
pendent on Sunday, until Saturday ad Feb- 
ruary we will print a different numbered token. 
In order to qualify for the Fly Now Pay later 
Easy Payment Plan, you need to collect eight 
differently numbered tokens and keep them 
safe until you are ready to make your book- 
ing. Today we are printing Token 4. 

Howto Book Your Holiday 

Vbu can select any overseas holiday available 
from over 300 major name brochures, sub- 
ject to areilaWity. This includes holidays from 
major tour operators such as British Airways 
Holidays. Cosmos. P & 0 Cruises, Airtours. 
Sumorid, First Choice and many more. Sim- 
ply pick up the brochure of your choice and 
select your holiday. 

If you're planning to visit friends or rela- 
tives. or simply prefer the freedom to travel 
independently; you can choose to book sched- 
uled flights only, provided the overall book- 


ing value meets our minimum limit of £500. 
There are 49 asfries to choose from, including 
British Airways. Virgin Atlantic, TWA Qantas, 
Air France and United Airlines. 

With the Fty Now pay later Easy Payment 
Plan all you pay is the cost of your holiday, 
plus insurance. There are no hidden extra 
charges, providing that you fulfil the terms of 
your Easy Payment agreement 

The amount of the booking is payable by 
Direct Debit in 10 equal monthly installments 
from the time of booking. At least three of 
these payments must be made prior to trav- 
el. If, however, you wish to travel within three 
months of making your booking, you may do 
so by paying your first three installments (i.e 
30% of the cost of your holiday) at the time 
of booking. \txj are that free to make the re- 
mairing payments orerihe nat seven months. 

It is a requirement of the offer that you pur- 
chase Coop Travelcaie insurance at the time 
of booking Details of the pot icy are avail- 
able on request 

To check that your preferred flight or holiday 
is available, and that it is eligUe for the Easy 
FSymentPtan.smplycal17^ 

Now Pay Later helpline below: 

0161 827 1044 

If the holiday is available, and you meet the 
credit rule requremems, the Co-op Traefcare’s 
friendly reservations staff wB complete a cred- 
it application form whilst you are on the phone. 
If the holiday or flight that you require is not 
available, you will be advised of alternative 
options. 

tour rating will be checked m the normal 
way and a decision made instantly The agent 
will then call you back to advise you of your 
status. In some cases, you may be required 
to provide further information before your sta- 
tus can be confirmed. 


WITH 





Once your application has been accepted, 
your agent will book your holiday fioryou. Mxi 
will be asked to pay the hofiday insurance pre- 
mium by credit or debit cart whilst you are 
on the phone. 

Co-op Travefcare will send confirmation of 
your holiday booking together with a credit 
agreement and Direct Debit mandate which 
you will be required to sign and return in the 
pre-paid envelope provided. 

If you have the relevant brochure, you wilf 
find a booWngform at the backvtolchyou must 
sign and return, together with your eight to- 
kens in a separate envelope, to: The Inde- 
pendent FVI^^LateoCcHapTravetere, 
Telephone Booking Centre, PO Bax 53, New 
Century House, Manchester M604ES. If you 
do not have a brochure, you will be sent a 
booking form with your holiday confir ma tion. 

If required, you can request a credit check 
at any time prior to booking your hofiday by 
phoning the Independent/Coop Travefcare 
number, however another check win be car- 
ried oW at the time of bookingtoensure that 
there tes been no change to your status. 

The EM/ ffeyment Plan cannot be used In 
oonlunction with any other Coop Travefcare 
offer. Terms and conations are as previ- 
ously pubBatied. 



Fh ? Now Pay Never 


£25,000 of 
flights and 
holidays to 
be won 


Todpy you could win a holiday for two to 
the island of Bares in the Maldives, in- 
cluding flights and accommodation. Four 
hundred miles south west of India, there 
are over one thousand coral islands scat- 
tered across the Indian ocean, which 
make up the Maldives. These islands are 
famous for watersports and boast some 
of the finest diving in the world. 

To enter our competition all you need to 
do is answer the following question and 
call the Fly Now Pay Never competition 
line on 0891 161 9%. - 

Question: Which Island Is the capital 
of the Maldives? 

Calls cost 39p per minute cheap rats, 
49p per minute at ail other times. Lines 
close at midnight tonight Postal entry 
can be made by sending your answer, 
name, address and telephone number 
to: The Independant/fty Now Pay Never 
Day 4, P0 Box 7298, London E14 9 eq 
by no later than 27 January 1996. The 
winner will be picked at random after 
entry doses, from all correct entrants 
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Single currency: Doubts spark a ‘credibility crisis' 

Brussels fights 

to stem panic 

as EMU totters 


SARAH HELM 
Brussels 
TONY BARBER 

Europe Edrtor 

Doubts about the timetable and 
conditions for the creation of a 
European single currency rose 
to fever pitch yesterday. ' 

Valery Giseard d'Estaing. the 
former French president, joined 
the ranks of senior pro-Euro- 
pean politicians who have 
warned that imposing rigorous 
EMU conditions during an eco- 
nomic down! urn could damage 
European economies and the 
stability of the European Union 
itself. 

The European Commission 
was yesterday desperately Irving 
to shore up confidence" in’ the 
plans to merge leading EU cur- 
rencies by 1999. But the Com- 
mission has been infuriated bv 
the remarks earlier this week of 
its former President, Jacques 
Delors, who suggested that the 
target date set by the Maastricht 
Treaty in 1991 might have to he 
abandoned. 

There was also consternation 
at the remarks of Carlos West- 
endorp, the Spanish Foreign 
Minister, who said there was a 
secret understanding between 
European governments that 
EMU could not go ahead with 
France. Germany and the 
Benelux countries alone. Unless 
one other large country - 
Britain, Spain or Italy - was pre- 
pared to join by 1999, the EU 
would have to “stop the clock” 
on the whole project. Mr Wes- 
tendorp said. “We are in a sit- 
uation of a credibility crisis in 
the entire project.” 


Ai a packed press conference 
in Brussels yesterday Jacques 
Sunler. President of "the Euro- 
pean Commission, attempted to 
hold Lhe line, arguing that slop- 
ping the clock would “not stop 
the 21sl century", and saying it 
was “irresponsible” to sow die 
seeds of doubt. 

However, Mr Santer sug- 
gested for the first time that the 
Commission might consider a 
review of the EMU membership 
rules, as proposed by Mr Giseard 

d’Estaing. Under the plan put 
forward by the former French 
president the economic perfor- 
mance demanded of countries 
wishing to join EMU could be 
relaxed if the economic cyde was 
heading downwards. Such a 
plan would run into stiff op- 
position from Germany. 

Mr Santcr's aides were yes- 
terday reported to be “spilling 
blood” over Mr Delors's inter- 
vention. “The view is that he is 
the guy who got us into this trou- 
ble. It was he who proposed such 
rigid criteria. If there is any fin- 
ger-pointing to be done it should 
be at him,” said one official. 

This week’s crisis - sparked 
by poor economic figures and 
forecasts in Germany and 
France - has revealed for the 
first time that European lead- 
ers are beginning actively to ex- 
amine mechanisms for delating 
monetary union. Some experts 
in Brussels are discussing 
whether there is a mechanism 
for calling a delay under the ex- 
isting Maastricht treaty. Com- 
mission officials are currently 
drawing up a legal opinion 
which, sources say. will affirm 
that there is no means of call- 


ing n delay without rewriting the 
Maastricht treaty. 

The EU is not due to name 
participating countries until 
early 1998. and the decisions will 
be made on the basis of 1997 
economic performance. For 
this reason, it is unlikely that an 
announcement delaying or re- 
vising the timetable is imminent. 

Adopting the Giseard ap- 
proach - relaxing the EMU con- 
ditions rather than the 
timetable - would mean that 
countries would not be obliged 
to bring their budget deficits to 
3 per cent of GDP or below in 
1997. but could allow them to 
run slightly higher. Such a lib- 
eral interpretation would favour 
many countries th3t are having 
trouble reducing (heir deficits in 
time, notably Trance, although 
Germany also overshot the 
target last year. 

But Germany's Finance Min- 
ister, Theo Waigel, has set out 
conditions so diametrically op- 
posed to those of Mr Giseard 
d'Estaing that it is hard to see 
how they could be reconciled. 
He says governments using the 
Euro currency should ideally 
nin deficits of no more than 1 
per cent of GDP, should be 
fined if they break the rules, and 
should be expelled from the 
single-currency arena if they are 
persistent offenders. 

Still, it appears that a frantic 
search is on for ways to prevent 
the collapse of the 1999 
timetable. “If we fail, I fear we 
will start an irreversible disin- 
tegration process," said 
Belgium's Prime Minister, Jean- 
Luc Dehaene. 

Leading article, page 14 


German belts tighten as 
jobless total passes 1929 


IMRE KARACS 

Bonn 

Battered by rising unemploy- 
ment, workers, employers and 
the German government yes- 
terday joined forces in an effort 
to halve the number of jobless 
by the year 2000. 

After long talks at Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl's office, the 
three sides unveiled a pact to 
create jobs, cut the welfare 
slate, reduce taxes and implic- 
itly help Germany meet condi- 
tions for the creation of a single 
European currency in 1999. 

“We have an accord which 
lays out principles upon which 
we can work lo form a consen- 
sus and create better conditions 
for increasing employment," 
said Gunter Rexrodt, the 
Economics Minister. 

Although the package wiO not 
be released until next week, of- 
ficials indicated their attention 
will focus on reducing the 
employers’ burden. Social se- 
curity attributions are to be cut 
over six years, mirrored by a 
reduction, in the welfare budget 
There will be help for medium- 
sized enterprises and growth will 
be stimulated by infrastructure 
projects funded by local 
authorities. Employers agreed 
to increase apprenticeships by 
5 per cent, curtail overtime 
and create more part-time jobs. 

The unions are pacing a 
heavy price. By agreeing to 



Kohl: Benefits must be cut 


short-term contracts for new 
employees, they are giving up 
job security. They are also sac- 
rificing workers’ traditional 
right to expect wage rises above 
the annual inflation rate, which 
employers say has made them 
the most expensive in the de- 
veloped world. Much of indus- 
try’s trouble is ascribed to a 
two-year pay rise at twice the in- 
flation rate, awarded to the 
biggest union, IG Metail. after 
strikes last year. 

But IG MetaB’s leader, Klaus 
Zwickel has since accepted the 
fink between wage levels and 
unemployment, and has pro- 
posed a pay freeze in exchange 
for a pledge by the engineering 
industry to creaie 330,000 jobs. 


His proposal for an “Alliance for 
Jobs” between labour and cap- 
ital was the catalyst for yester- 
day’s breakthrough, described 
by one minister as “unparalleled 
in Europe”. 

The workers also implicitly 
accepted cuts in the welfare 
state. Unemployment benefits 
are to be reduced by 3 per cent 
each year. Although the unions 
slaved off attempts to abolish 
the generous eariy-retirement 
schemes, the government has 
won the battle to raise the nor- 
mal pensionable age. 

The pact comes amid apoc- 
alyptic predictions of a crash on 
a Weimar scale. Unemploy- 
ment, expected to reach 4 mil- 
lion within the next month, has 
passed the 1929 level. Forecasts 
for growth hover barely above 
1 per cent. Almost every day 
there are more lay-offs. Daim- 
ler-Benz, the flagship of Ger- 
man industry, reported earlier 
this week losses of 6bn marks 
(£2.6bn) for 1995. About 8,000 
workers at a Dutch subsidiary 
and 1,200 in Germany are about 
to land in the dole queue. 

Now industry has got an 
agreement that it hopes will re- 
verse its fortunes. But it seems 
inevitable that the government’s 
budget will be stretched for 
some time to come, and will ex- 
ceed the target set by the Maas- 
tricht treaty for European 
monetary union. 

City Comment, page 17 


French union threatens more 
action against welfare reform 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

There were fears yesterday of 
renewed labour unrest in 
France as the CGT trade union 
- one of those at the forefront 
of the strikes last November and 
December - called for a na- 
tional “week of action” starting 
on 5 February. The union said 
it wanted to force the complete 
withdrawal of the government s 
plans for welfare reform. 

The franc immediately fell at 
the news; the success of the 
retrenchment plans is essential 
to French hopes of joining the 
European Monetary Union by 
the 1999 timetable. 

The OGTTs call came on a day 
when the government put into 
place the first main elements 
of its controversial reform, 
approving two sets of measures 
designed to restore tbe welfare 
system to financial soundness* 
A third element, the constitu- 
tional amendments required 
to give parliament ultimate re- 
sponsibility' for welfare spend- 
ing, should be approved today. 

Both the union’s call to arms 
ami the details of the measures 


seemed to give the fie to the 
view, canvassed in the French 
media, that the intended over- 
haul of the welfare system had 
been emptied of all its worth by 
the compromises forced on the 
Prime Minister, Alain Jupp£. 

As the price for securing an 
end to the strikes, Mr Juppe 
conceded almost all aspects of 
the reform that lay outside the 
immediate control and re- 
structuring of health and wel- 
fare spending- He abandoned 
the review of public sector con- 
ditions and pensions, postponed 
a reform of income tax. shelved 
the restructuring plan for the 
national railways and approved 
more money for universities. 

In subsequent compromises, 
the doctors forced the with- 
drawal of a tax of 1 franc on all 
prescriptions they issued; op- 
position from inside the ma- 
jority Gaullist coalition then 
forced a month’s postpone- 
ment in the introduction of a 
new tax to pay back the accu- 
mulated debt of the welfare sys- 
tem and the abandonment of 
plans to tax family allowances. 

What remains, however, snot 
inconsiderable- The constitu- 


tional amendments provide for 
parliament to have the last word 
on welfare spending, rather than 
a joint committee made up 
mainly of trade union and em- 
ployers’ representatives. At pre- 
sent, the government sets 
spending guidelines for the com- 
mittee. but no more. In futnre, 
whatever ceiling is set should be 
enforceable by parliament. 

Parliament has insisted on 
oversight of the welfare system’s 
revenue, as well as its spending. 
The receipts, which amount to 
llSbn francs (£16bn) - more 
than the state budget - are the 
province of the joint welfare 
commission. 

There are to be financial 
sanctions on doctors who spend 
beyond the budget limits set by 
the government. The freeze on 
family allowances for 1996 was 
also confirmed. 

Bat it is the special tax to re- 
pay the welfare debt - known 
as the RDS ( remboursemenl de 
la deiuisociale) - that will come 
as the greatest shock and could 
fuel the unions’ call for action. 
The RDS comes into force 
next month: a 0 5 per cent levy- 
on all income. 



Power to the people: Repairing a makeshift generator on the Drina river yesterday, as life returns to the Bosnian enclave of Goradze Photograph: AP 

EU officials approve ban on veal crates 


KATHARINE BUTLER 

Brussels 

Detailed proposals for a ban on 
veal crates were cleared by the 
European Commission yester- 
day but face tough French- led 
opposition when they go before 
agriculture ministers for ap- 
proval next month. 

Brussels officials fear that 
with Italy, one of the big veal-pro- 


ducing nations, holding the EU 
presidency until July, agreement 
could be stalled until the aut umn. 

Animal rights groups have al- 
ready complained that the pro- 
posals do Dot go far enough fast 
enough, but yesterday’s agree- 
ment nevertheless represents a 
breakthrough for campaigners. 
British protesters have waged 
the most relentless campaign, 
disrupting the live export trade 


to highlight the treatment of 
calves shipped to France, Bel- 
gium and the Netherlands. 

The EU Agriculture Com- 
missioner. Franz Flschlcr, who 
drafted the plan, has had io bow 
lo producer lobbying with a 10- 
year transition period, but is 
emerging as more sympathetic 
to animal welfare concerns than 
any of his predecessors. 

The Commission yesterday 


confirmed the approach outlined 
last month, which calls for a ban 
on new crates from January 
199S. Farmers who are already 
using crates will have until 200§ 
to switch to loose housing. 

The Commission warned it 
will soon issue new rules forc- 
ing producers to vary calves’ 
diet; milk feed used to guaran- 
tee white meat will have lo be 
supplemented with iron. 


Yesterday Mr Fischier ex- 
plained the 10-year delay as 
striking a balance between cam- 
paigners’ demands and stabili- 
ty in the markets. However, the 
fate of the proposals depends on 
the extent to which France, the 
biggest veal producer, can 
muster support in the Council 
of Ministers. Italy may seek a 
co mpr omise if producers can be 
promised compensation. 
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Norman MacCaig - 


MacCaig reading at the Poetry International Festival, London, 1B90 Photograph: David Hunter / RFH 


Joe, Che young barman in the 
Auld Qachan (not one of the 
howffs which MacCaig fre- 
quented) said when I showed 
him the front-page news, “I 
guess hell be more famous 
now that he’s deid.” It was typ- 
ically modest of Norman Mac- 
Caig not to die on Burns’s 
birthday, but good, if a death 
can be good, that it came in a 
week when people need re- 
minding that Scotland has 
other great poets. 

Joe went to one of the few 
schools in Scotland which Mac- 
Caig did not visit, under the 
Scottish Arts Council Writers in 
Public scheme. While auld wi- 
fiea on the Edinburgh buses 
have been mourning the loss of 
theory's special poet, there are 
kids all over Scotland who stud- 
ied MacCaig’s poetry for exams 
but, more importantly, saw this 
ravaged Caesar stride into tbeir 
lives and read perfect poetry to 
perfection. 

I don’t know if All Smith, the 
brilliant young short-story 
writer, first encountered him 
that way, but when Joy Hendry 
gathered together the tributes 
of scores of Scottish writers to 
celebrate Norman MacCaig’s 
85 th birthday last year, Smith, 
who lives in Cambridge now, 
came up with one of the best. 
“Whenever I travel to the rail 
track home / 1 can’t help it, I 
think of that ra$nfl1 MacCaig 
poem /The one where he’s sit- 
ting smiling to himwtf on the 
Loudon/Edmburgfa train / soar- 


ing North, yes, here we go, here 
it comes again." 

Scotland has three languages 


for poetry. MacCaig’s was the 
English of Edinburgh, where he 
was born, and became a pri- 
mary-school teacher, never as- 
piring to be greater, in a waddly 
sense, than that, though later 
both Edinburgh and Stirling 
Universities were honoured to 
have him on their staff, -talking 
to students about writing with 
that aversion to buhshit whicb 
was his Hallmar k. The surprise 
was that this elegant, modest 
man was the closest friend of 
King Bullshit, Hugh Mac- 
Diarmidr They were diametri- 
cal opposites. MacDiannid 
wrote huge sprawling poems 
about everything under thesun, 
escpedally politics and Anglo- 
phobia. MacCaig, a pacifist 
who suffered for his principles 
in the Second World War de- 
tained in Wormwood Scrubs, 
wrote frequently, with vast af- 
fection, before and after Mac- 
Diarmid’s death, about his 
tankie friend. But MacCaig’s 
politics, what you see in his 
verse, were those of the inde- 
pendent individual. They are 
short poems. Each makes, in- 
cisively, its point. The affinity, 
as many have pointed out, is 
with Herbert and Holub and 
other great poets of post-war 
Eastern Europe. 

Hard work as a primary- 
school teacher. Weekend 
evenings in Milne’s Bar, in 
Rose Street, fay Hanover Street, 


just off Princes Street, by the 
Mound- There he formed one 
of a legendary quadrumvirate: 

MacDiannid, tf he was up from 




MacDiannid, if he was up from 
Biggar, Sydney Goodsir Smith, 
and Robert Cfarioch. The oth- 
er three wrote, or had written, 
in Scots. They were all very 
much aware of the great Gael- 
ic poet Sor ley Madean. In Mac- 
Caig’s verse, you hear, 
enunciated or echoed, the three 
leids. And die substratum is 
Greek and Latin. He studied 
Classics at Edinburgh, after 
going to that school steeped in 
Classics, foe Royal High- He 
talked about the Celtic feeling 
for form which he derived from 
Gaelic forebears, not, usually, 
about that grounding. Bat he 
wrote, in a poem called 
“Aesthetics”, “Words with 
Greek roots I and American 
blossoms / have taken over foe 
pretty garden.” 

Summers in Lochinver. Suil- 
ven, his special mountain. Fish- 
ing, walking. “1 took up / at the 
eagle idling over / from 
Kjfcscu / I look away / at the 
shattering waterblink / of Loch 
Cams." Sor ley Maclean wrote 
that MacCaig had given the 
Sutherland landscape new 
meaning. He honoured 
his Gaelic grannies in very 
beautiful English. 

The career was extraordi- 
nary. 1 am tempted to write “by- 

ordinar”. One of foe things 
which MacCaig confessedly 
loved about MacDiannid was 
the old man's rescue of Scottish 


saari?£g3J! 

that one fancied that only 35 ®' 
aate respect for scholarship 
prevented him destroying foe 
copies lodged in foe National 
Library of Scotland. 

As that school went, they 

weren’t bad. He came into tas 

own, though, in Ws forties. 
Riding Lights, published m 1955. 
At this point he might be, and 
was, mistaken foraSootfish rel- 
ative of foe Movement. He 
wrote, Celtically, informal mea- 
sures. Another book in foe 
Fifties, and acclaim- Then the 
verse relaxed. Five books in foe 
Sixties, increasingly deploying 
that forowa way-seeming free 
verse. Five later ones, written at 
an age when most poets have 
given it op for golf. The New 
CoUectedPoems, of 1990, did 
and did not round off a repu- 
tation. Even after that, folk 
young and old in Edinburgh 
(and f must add, Glasgow and 
Inverness) listened avidly for foe 
itch of his scribble. 

MacCaig had no religious 
convictions, though his poetry 
is infused with the seriousness 
of foe Presbyterian tradition. 
He had no party politics, 
though rumour insists that 
be voted SNP. MacDiannid 
blurts it ail, wonderfully, up 
front. MacCaig’s messages are 


about quiet decency, in 

p,a ^ *; ISZSUSS 

The a cfaicvefll . eD l^S 5 itfTwas 

where5 ?h C c m«^“ onlhs 

SStfish writer domiciled 
Si 1 suppose 

uwetber the fact that MacCaig 

ofhis much-loved consort, Is- 
abel Wfe plotted to J«pn« ™ 
with a bottle of Whislq.m to 
home in Learning™ terrace. 
We never did it I regret font. 1 
offer, too late, tto poem ~J™r 
death is beyond belief I which 
vou never had, anyway / It 
_ one as a private 


VOU ocyci — j * . 

comes upon one as a private 
grief /-foe ultimate enemy. 

ABgns CaWer 


Norman Alexander MacCug, 
poet : bom Edinburgh J* 
vember 1910; FRSL 1965 ; Fel- 
low in Creative Writing, 
Edinburgh University 1967-69: 
Lecturer in English Studies, Sor- 
ting University 1970-72, Reader 
in Poetry 1972-77; OBE J979; 
ARSA 1981; FUSE 1983; 
Queen s Gold Medal for Poetry 
1986; married 1940 Isabel Murvo 
(died 1990; one son, one daugh- 
ter); died Edinburgh 23 January 
1996, 


In the 17th centuiy Leonor 
Fini would have been burnt as 
a witch. Surrounded by cats, and 
unfo feline eyes herself, she ex- 
uded whaL her one-time lover 
Max Ernst described as “Italian 
fury, scandalous elegance, cap- 
rice and passion.” In pho- 
iographsyou would take her for 
beautiful in the manner of 
Bianca Jagger but, according to 
the American art dealer Julian 
Levy, she was not a beauty as 
such, in that “Her parts did not 
fit well together bead of a li- 
oness, mind of a man, bust of 
a woman, torso of a child, grace 
of an angel, discourse of foe 
Devil . , . 

Levy confirms my belief that 
if she had been bom in foe age 
of foe extra teat and foe famil- 
iar. this lady was for burning. 
“Her allure,” he says, “was an 
ability to dominate her misfit- 


ted parts so that they merged 
into whatever shape her fanta- 


into whatever shape her fanta- 
sy wished to present from one 
moment to foe next” You can 
almost bear foe faggots crackle. 

Leonor Fini was of mixed 
Spanish, Italian, Argentinian, 
and Slavic blood, a formidable 



Acheson: flinty 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 


NICHOLS: Kenneth John Heastey. 
On 24 January, peace fully aiKing Ed- 
ward VII Hospital for Officers. 
Beloved husband of Pamela and 


daerty loved father, grandfather and 
friend. Private f.imiH’ funeral Thant*. 


friend. Private family funeral. T hant*. 
giving service to be announced later. 


FUNERAL 

arrangements 


FELLOWS: Howard Afwvu. The Ser- 
vice of Thanksgiving will take place 
at AD Sam is Church. Sprooghton, Suf- 
folk, on Monday 29 January at 3pm. 

Familv (lowers onhr please, but ifoc- 


sired donations towards respiratory 
research payable to Dr Russell Hall 


IN MEMORZAM 

MATTHEW'S: T J. |m!* DavallX 25 Jan- 
uary 1992. In loving memory. Peter, 
C3io and Ella. 


AnWHiaesBents for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS f Births, 
Adoptions, Marriages, Denis, Mano- 
rial services. Wedding anniversaries, In 
Memoriami should be seat in writing 
to the Gazette ErfiftwTbe Independent. 
I Canada Square. Canary Whart Lon- 
don E14 5DL telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 (24-boar answering machine 
01714® 20121 or foxed to 0171-293 
2010 , and are charged nt £6 JO a line 
(VAT extra). OTHER Gazette aa- 
mmrecmflPt s [notices, fimrtinns. Fortfa- 
coguagBBuriages, Marriages; mast be 
submitted in writing (or luedt and are 
changed at £10 a Noe, VAT extra. They 
should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone number; 


Her facility was precocious, 
v foe time foe was 17 foe was 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Mr W JJl Symington 
nod Miss J. E Booth 
Tfae engagement is announced be- 
tween Wflliam. elder son of Mr and 
Mrs DA Symington, and Juliet, 
daughter of Sir Christopher Booth 
and Dr Lovioto Lougbridgc 


Mr C. J. Wilkins 
and Miss M. S. Hamilton 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Christopher, son or Mrs Claire 
Wilkins, of Haslemere. Surrey, and 
Madeleine, elder daughter of Mr and 
Mis Stewart Hamilton, of Hollow 
Meadows. Sheffield. 


Birthdays 

The Rev Professor George Ander- 
son, theologian, 83: Sir lorn Arnold 
MP, 49: Mr Raymond Baxter, broad- 
caster and writer, 74; Viscoum 
B token harn. chairman and chief ex- 
ecutive, Pearson pie, 58; The Most 
Rev Dennot Clifford, Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Casbel and 
Emly, 57; Vice-Admiral Sir David 
Clutterbuck, S3; Sir Paul Girotomi, 
former chairman, Glaxo Holdings, 7th 
Mr Brian Hayes, Deputy Cominis- 
skmer. Metropolitan Police, 56; Lord 
fliffe. former vice-chairman, Birm- 
ingham Post and Mail 88: Professor 
Geoffrey Lloyd. Master, Darwin 
College. Cambridge, 63; Sir James 
Mellon, former diplomat, 67: Sir 
David Nicholas, former chairman and 
chief executive, ITN, 66; Lord 
NkboDs of Birkenhead, a Lord of 
Appeal in Ordinary. 63; Mr William 
O'Brien MP, 67; Air Commodore 
April Reed, former director, RAF 
Nursing Services, 66; The Right Rev 
Anthony Russell, Area Bishop of 
Dorchester, 53; Mr David Sbaltodc, 
Chief Constable, Avon and Somer- 


Leonor Fini 


genetic cocktail. She was bom 
in Buenos Aires in 1908 but 
grew up in Trieste. Her formal 
education was, as might be 
imagined given her independent 
and imperious temperament, 
fragmentary, but she had foe 
run of her uncle’s large library 
in Milan and also travelled 
widely in Italy and Europe vis- 
iting ail foe museums and tak- 
ing in such then unfashionable 
painters as foe Mannerists, a 
school later reflected in her own 
work. In reproduction foe was 
to add Beardsley, the German 
Romantics and foe British Pre- 
Raphaelites - all evidence of a 
Surrealist eye. 


By foe time foe was 17 foe was 
already painting m mmissi nned 
portraits. It was however in 
1936 when she moved to Paris 
and became friendly with Ernst, 
the Eluards, Brauner and oth- 
ers, that foe began to paint Sur- 
realist images and to draw dose 
to foe movement. Close but not 
of. Like her greater contempo- 
rary Frida Kahlo, Fini refused 
to bend her knee before Andre 
Breton, and declined to accept 


the iconic role of child-woman 
or to accept his belief in Camour 
foti, foe monogamist obsession 
with one person as opposed to 
bisexual narcissism. She did 
however exhibit with foe group 
as a kind of fellow traveller. 

For Whitney Chadwick, foe 
feminist author of that re- 
markable and very carefully ti- 
tled book WomenArtists and the. 
Surrealist Movement (1985), she 
is a hero, as indeed are any of 
the women Surrealists who 
failed to be seduced by Breton’s 
good manners and formidable 
charisma. He in his turn was 
shocked - for he was in many 
ways extremely puritanical - by 
her sometime scandalous be- 
haviour and her fondness for the 
company of homosexuals (Bre- 
ton was for whatever reason a 
ferocious homophobe). 

How good an artist was foe? 
Not a great one, certainly, but 
a very interesting one. There are 
echoes of de Sade (at one point 
foe illustrated (us/usrin?) but it 
is de Sade for Vogue. Even in her 
most extreme imagery Fini re- 
mained totally in control. In 
1949 for example she painted a 


picture called The End of die 
World, an apocalyptic enough 
subject, you might have 
thought. It shows a beautiful 
young woman up to her breasts 
in black swampy water on which 
float the skulls of various crea- 
tures under a red sunset. I have 
my suspicions that this may 
have its origins, given Fun’s en- 
thusiasm for foe Pre- 
Raphaelites, in Holman Hunt’s 
The Scapegoat, but, whereas 
Hunt’s vision is tragic if slight- 
ly absurd, Fmi’s, as so often, is 
rather camp. Thp,_yoimg r , 
woman’s hair for exso^e bas:'j 
obviously just been set by a fash- 
ionable Parisian crimper. The 
swamp and foe dead animals, 
while suggesting putrefaction, in 
no way imply the stench of de- 
cay. On the contrary one sus- 
pects it is all more likely to smeD 
of Schiaparelli's “Shocking”, 
for which Fini designed foe 
bottle in the shape of a naked 
female toisa She was also a very 
talented flhistrator in the glossy 
magazines. 

Ldonor Fini was indeed ob- 
sessed with death, but somehow 
foe spectator is not at all 


alarmed by her depictions of h. 
That astute critic foe late 
Robert Melville described one 
of her corpses as “a bright 
green cadaver daintOy spotted 
with magenta blood”. Even 
death is turned “all to prettmess 
and favour”. ■ 

Yet there’s nothing wrong 
with camp, after afl, “the lie that 
tells foe truth”, and especially 
in her Sapphic paintings Fini 
achieved high camp of foe first 
order. While foe claimed cate- 
gorically not to be a lesbian but 
Open. tQ-jeverything, foe tern- 
'peratnreitses oirfy when two of 
her elegant and immaculate 
gjris are involved. On foe oth- 


er hand her men (or, to be more 
accurate, youths) are balletic 
and androgynous, lounging 
about lethargically, (oyboys in 
a precise sense. It is the tall and 
seriously beautiful women, 
more often than not self- 
portraits, who one feels will di- 
rect or have directed foe action. 

Her erotic masterpiece is 
without doubt The Train Jour- 
ney. It's based on a beautiful 
calm but charged 19th-century 
picture by Augustus Egg of two 


almost identically dressed girls 
facing one another across a 
railway carriage. The blind is up, 
its tassel s win gi n g to suggest foe 
train is in motion. In FinTs ver- 
sion foe blind, with its frieze of 
cupids, is down. One girl, in 
Melville’s perfect description; 
“while enclosing her unisex 
lover between her legs, gra- 
ciously assumes the air of a vic- 
tim and has neatly freed one 
breast from her corselet to im- 
ply that it has been forcibly un- 
covered . . This interpretation 
could be a projection ofhis fan- 
tasy but, looking again at foe 
picture, I suspect noL Anyway, 
it’s a wonderful erotic image. 

Ldonor Fini has died at the 
age of 87 but it’s impossible to 
imagine her old. She win always 
be, for those of us who admired 
her, the wild, raven-haired, ill- 
proportioned beauty who 
haunts her pictures. The lethal 


r pictures, ineietnai 
yet irresistible sphinx, foe vam- 
pire we would most like to 
visit us. 



George Melly 

Leonor Fini, artist ; bom 30 Au- 
gust 1908; (bed 18 January 1996. 


Self-portrait by Rni, oB on canvas, 1942-43; from Whitney Chsdntek, 
Women Artists and the SurreaBst Movement (Thames & Hudson) 


Alice Acheson 


Alice Acheson. foe widow of 
Dean Acheson, Secretary of 
State to President Hany S. 
Truman from 1949 to 1*953, 
was a handsome, elegant lady 
of immense charm. She was also 
a talented painter in oil and wa- 
ter-colour who exhibited in 
many American galleries and 
museums. Her subjects includ- 
ed Washington scenes as well as 
portraits and landscapes of for- 
eign countries which foe and her 
husband had visited over foe 
years. 

She was of flinty material, not 
afraid of telling Winston 
Churchill that his palelte was 
“too bright” or Henry Kissinger 


that it was foe Achesons’ din- 
ner time and that he must fin- 
ish his discussion with Dean. 

She was aged about 85 when foe 

was threatened near her home 
in Georgetown by ayouth with 
a gun. He demanded that foe 
should band over her parse, 
containing a substantial amount 
of money she had just with- 
drawn from the bank to buy 
Christmas presents. She im- 
mediately boxed his ears, telling 
him that be should be ashamed 
of menacing an old lady in 
broad daylight. 

Alice Stanley was the daugh- 
ter and gr anddaugh ter of artists. 
Her grandfather, John Mix 


Stanley, was renowned for de- 
picting American Indian life in 
the Wild West Her mother 
was a water-colourist who en- 
couraged her daughter, growing 
up in Detroit, to start painting 
at a very early age. Alice went 
on to study ait at Wsflesley Col- 
lege, in Massachusetts, where 
one of her friends was Dean 
Acheson’s sister Margaret This 
friendship, according to Alice's 
son David Acheson, was the at- 
traction of opposites. “Alice 
Stanley was a classic brunette 
beauty , artistic, reserved raised 

in a Midwest family of strong in- 


ication. Margaret, or Margot, 


was a flamboyant, glamorous, 
beautiful redhead who regard- 
ed social conventions as testing 
obstacles put in the way of 
talented people to overcome." 

Margot Acheson invited Al- 
ice Stanley to visit the home of 
her British-born father. Bishop 
E.G Acheson, in Middletown, 
Connecticut, where Stanley met 
her future husband They were 
married shortly before her grad- 
uation. and moved to Wash- 
ington, for Dean Acheson had 
become foe private secretary to 
Justice Louise Dembitz Bran- 
ded of foe Supreme Court. 
Early in her married life foe be- 
came a professional painter, at 


first mostly in water-coknns, and 
then branching oat into oils. By 
the late 1930s foe had exhibit- 
ed at the Corcoran Museum 
and foe Phillips Collection in 
Washington, and at numerous 
other galleries around the Unit- 
ed States, and had been in- 
cluded in at least one major 
travelling exhibition. 

During foe Second World 
War, foe abandoned painting to 
head foe American Women’s 
Voluntary Service Group, train- 
ing women to work on Mary- 
land farms. (The Achesons had 
bought a farm in Maryland in 
the 1920s, from where foe reg- 
ularly rode to hounds.) She 


also taught drawing and 
painting to wounded soldiers. 

During the time that Dean 
Acheson was Secretary of State 
she continued to paint, but 
gave up exhibiting, not wishing 
to trade on his fame. She played 
an important supporting role to 
him, and much of her time was 
taken up with travelling and re- 
ceiving political visitors to 
Washington. 

Alice Acheson was a fanati- 
cal Scrabble player, and would 
corral any visitor to join her in 
a game. She was proud of the 
fact that she had once beaten 
Queen Frederika of Greece 
playing Scrabble in French. 


Some time back Mis Ache- 
son, like occasio n al other ladies, 
shaved a year off her age, but 
about four years ago, as her 
hundredth birthday ap- 
proached, she went back to 
her true age, and enjoyed foe 
celebratory party her family 
gave her last summer. 

Leonard Mian 


Alice Caroline Stanley, artist: 
bom Charlevoix, Michigan 12 
August 1895; educated Wellesley 
College; married 1917 Dean 
Gooderham Acheson (died 
1971; one son, two daughters); 
died Washington DC 20 January 


set, 60: Miss Angela Thorne, actress, 
57; Professor Edward UOeadorS, 
philologist of Semitic languages, 76; 
Admiral Sir Peter White, former 
Chief of FI eel Support, 77. 


Anniversaries 

Births: St Edmund Campion, Jesuit 
martyr. 1540: Robert Boyle, physicist 
and chemist, 1627; Poinpco Girotano 
Baioni, painter, 1706; Robert Bums, 
poet, 1759; Daniel Maclise, painter, 
1806; John Arbuthnot Fisher, 
fust Baron Fisher, admiral, 1841; 
William Somerset Maugham, au- 
thor, 1874; Adeline Virginia Woolf, 
author, 1882; Wilhelm Furtwfingler, 

conductor, 18S6; Dame Gwen 
Ffraugcon-Davics. actress, 1891. 
Deaths Lucas Cranach the y&unger, 
painter, 1586; Dorothy Wordsworth, 
writer, 1855; Frederick Leighton, 
first Baron Leighton, painter and 
sculptor. 1896; Ouida (Maria Louise 
dc la Ramcc). author, 1908; A1 
l Alphonse) Capone, gangster, 1947; 
Robertson Hare, actor, 1979; Ava 
Lavinia Gardner, actress, 1990. On 
this day; Henry Vm married Anne 
Boleyn, 1533; Wfliram Henry Rax Thi- 
bet published a description ofhis in- 

fMfttllM (L.> — • • - _ 


War Two (iv): *A warlike state can- 
not create . . British War Art 
1939-45”, 1pm. 

Univerrity College Loodoo, London 
WC1: Professor Judith Masson, 
“Retaesentatioii of Children: current 
legal pro Wears 2995-96", 5.15pm. 


Court will order supermarket to keep open 


Dinners 

Coningsby Club 

Mr Jeremy Hunt. Qtanzaan, anri rhf* 
committee of the Coningsby Club, 
hosted a dinner last njgfit at the Cari- 
ton Club, London SWl. Mr Max 
Hastings, Editor, Evening Standard, 
was the guest of honour and speak- 
er. Mr Peter Brooke MP presided. 


Co-operative Insurance Society 
Ltd v Argyll Stores (Holdings) 
Ltd; Coart of Appeal (Lord 
Justice Leggart, Lord Justice 
Rodx and Lord Justice MHlett); 
21 December 1995 


Worshipful Company 
of Barbers 


vention. the photographic negative, 
1839; Maj-Gen Idi Amm doused 


1839; Maj-Gen Idi Amm deposed 
Milton Obole, president of Uganda, 
1971; the Labour Mft David Owen, 
William Rodgpis and former MPs 
Mm Shirley Williams and Roy Jenk- 
ins announced they would set up a 
Council far Social Democracy, 1981. 
Tfcfay is Bums Night and the Feast 
Day of the Conversion of St Paul Si 
ApoDo. St Artemas, Si Dwynwen. 
Saints Jtzventmus and Maximimus, St 
Foppo, St Praejecius or Prix and St 
Publius. 


Professor Henry Roscveare, Pro- 
fessor Of History at King’s College 
London, gave the 19lh Sir Lionel 
Denny Lecture at the Museum of 
London, London EC2. sponsored by 
tfaeWjohip&il Company of Baibeis, 
His subject was “Politics and Prof- 
it in foe lSfo-centnry Pun of Lon- 
don”. Professor Donald Badtrop, 
Maser of the Company, presided at 
a supper held afterwards in Baiber- 
Snigeons' Hall, London EC2. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Virginia Button, 
“The National Gallery during World 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

HeWasMSnwUViMnil.frMftOlTOtEA*- 
fl v h w i oa u nrfi nhrtrim DtacT 

far the Brtoh Ofynw Appal * ihe Span and 
SoeM Connie* « \w*sll Mourn, linen, Bcd- 
MtfeDiM of Gtonoon; faroo, Ww- 
riapiwl Company of Pan ruiiuhn. mttoada jae 
1 mm o l P~ntr~* ~* **~ i 

ECL T»e DmkcM rfOwow aneadiaje- 
Gcptim ghca If the British College of Op- 
tometrist*, to Bark i&e pa m igg a a FonJ 

darter flflncoTMraion in tbeOid lAcsj.GtW- 

/«E. idodan EC2. 


C hanging of the Guard 


The H itt -* - "** 1 Cmln Mourned R 
■hob ik Quea'i Ue unrd n flora 

Haas 


The court would enforce a 
covenant in a lease to “keep 
open” retail premises where 
damages were an inadequate 
remedy for breach of the 
covenant. 

The Court of Appeal (Uird 
Justice MHlett dissenting) al- 
lowed an appeal by foe plain- 
tiff, Co-operative Insurance, 
from Judge Maddocks QCs re- 
fusal to order specific perfor- 
mance against foe defendant, 
Argyll Stores, requiring it to 
keep open one of its super- 
markets for the remainder 
term of its lease. 

The plaintiff lei the key area 
of a shopping centre to Argyll 
for use as a Safeway super- 
market for a term of ’35 years 
from 1979. The lease con- 
tained a covenant requiring 
the tenant to “keep the 
demised premises open for re- 
tail trade during the usual 
hours of business ...” It trad- 
ed until May 1995 when Argyll 
decided to sell it os it made a 
loss. The plaintiff was anxious 
about the effect of foe closure 
on the whole centre and re- 
quested foal foe supermarket 
be kept open at a concession- 


LAW REPORT 

» 

25 January 1996 

ary rent until an assignee for the keep open mij 
lease was found. Argyll did not court co aside 
respond and instead stripped appropriate i 
out foe shop. It would cost £lm This was a 

to reinstate. which to gran 

The plaintiff applied for mance. It wo 
judgment against Argyll. The no credit if i 
judge, referring to foe general stances the 
practice that damages rather from granting 
than specific performance was foe ground fo 


the appropriate remedy for 
any breacn of a keep open 
covenant, concluded that dam- 
ages were foe appropriate 
remedy. 

Peter W Smith QC and Paul Chain? 
i&KJLewh) for the ptaortifft Jonathan 
Gaunt QC and Martin Seaward 
(TJf.B. Bamfard «£ Co. Hayes) for 
Argyll 


Lord Justice Leggatt said that 
the so-called rule that con- 
tracts involving the continuous 
performance of services wouid 
not be specifically enforced 
was plainly not absolute and 
without exception. Even if Ar- 
gyll might have been advised 
when it entered into the lease, 
that if it found it unprofitable 
it could disregard its promise 
to keep foe shop open on pay- 
ment of damages, it should 
have been advised also foai foe 
making of an order was dis- 
cretionary and on order to 


keep open might be made if foe 
court considered that to be foe 
appropriate remedy. 

This was a proper case in 
which to grant specific perfor- 
mance. It would do foe court 
no credit if in those circum- 
stances the court refrained 
from granting an injunction on 
foe ground that it had become 
foe practice not to do so. The 
result would be that foe com- 
mon form of words of the 
covenant would hardly ever, if 
ever, be construed as meaning 
what they said If the parties 
wanted to contract that a fail- 
ure to keep open would sound 
only in damages, they were at 
liberty to do so. 

The plaintiff would have 
very considerable difficulty in 
frying to prove its loss. An 
award of damages would be un- 
likely to compensate it fully; 
and foe losses of foe other ten- 
ants of the shopping centre 
would be irrecoverable. Argyll 
had acted with unmitigated 
commercial cynicism, prefer- 
ring to resist a claim for dam- 
ages rather than keep an 
unambiguous promise. The or- 
der of specific performance 
should be granted. 

Lord Justice Roch, concur- 
ring, said that foe basic issue 


was whether damages were an 
adequate remedy. It was not 
helpful to ask whether a 
covenant in a lease sounded 
only in damages. Nor was it 
consistent with respect for foe 
law to say that a dear under- 
taking freely entered into could 
be disregarded when that suit- 
ed the covenantor on the 
payment of money. 

Damages were not an ade- 
quate remedy. Specific per- 
formance would require Argyll 
to operates supermarket at foe 
premises until 2014 or when an 
assignee was obtained. The 
obligation to cany on business 
was defined with sufficient cer- 
tainty. Argyfl had acted wan- 
l only and unreasonably. 

Lord Justice MHlett, dis- 
senting, said that the existence 
of foe court’s practice to decline 
to require a defendant to re- 
open a business was beyond de- 
pute. lb compel a defendant for 
an indefinite period to cany on 
a business which he considered 
was not viable was oppressive. 
An award of damages reflect- 
ed normal commercial expec- 
tations. Consistent practice 
made the law. The equitable ju- 
risdiction should not be exer- 
cised to defeat foe commercial 
expectations of the parties at 
the time when they entered into 
their contractual obligations. 


Ying Hni Tan, Banister 
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The Harman affair tested to the limit John Prescott's commitment to his 
leader. But will he always fall in line? David Aaronovftch reports 
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An Anti-Blair 


Opposition to Tony Biair within the Parlia- 
mentary Labour Party is weak and divided. 
It comes from disparate sources and is 
fueled by widely differing disagreements with 
Blair’s approach- However, as John Major has 
found, politics has become so fluid that tem- 
porary aHiances between unlikely comrades 
can inflict a lot of damage upon a leader, 
for the first time this week, we had a glimpse 
of a possible anti-metropolitan, anti-mod- 
erniser alliance within the party. This is a 
guide to how it might be made up. 

Research: Tiffenie Darke and Ben Summers 




HARD LEFT 

MAIN MEMBERS: 

Tony Benn. Ken Livingstons. 

Bnan Sedgemore, Jeremy Corbyn, 

Alan Simpson, Dennis Skinner, 

Diane Abbott, Ronnie Campbell 

BACKGROUND 

The usual suspects: long-standing left-wing 
members of the Campaign Group. 

BELIEFS 

Pro-Clause IV; increased taxation and pub- 
lic expenditure: universal benefits 
TROUBLE-MAKING RATING: Will oppose 
Blair on most issues but unlikely to vote 
with Tones. Invariably impotent, but could 
be influential if a Blair government has a 
narrow majority. 



servant 


/ ,T.jvr a brief period it seemed the 
.‘Jp Blair revolution had stumbled. 
: Aa Tbny Blair balded to hold his 
rjtead above the tide of Tory scorn 
, b£-the House of Commons on 
rSSfesday. the danger was epilu- 
.tftged by the demeanour of the 
fijiffl next to him. John Prescott was 
oerf happy. He scowled, his arms 
folded tightly across his chest when 
John Major was taunting Mr Blair. 

* Bu l worse still he scowled when his 
leader responded trying to rally the 

• troops. Here was a man who. l’i »r all 

• his dislike of his political enemies, 

. , seemed deeply disenchanted with 
- his friends. Had he decided that 
1 . afternoon to give his leader an ulii- 
i- maium - either Harriet goer or I 

do - the uneasy relationship 
• 1 between Mr Blair and his deputy 
would have collapsed. Bui lhai is 

• not all: Mr Blair's relationship with 
his party would have collapsed too. 

Bur Mr Prescott didn t issue his 
uflimatum. Yesterday he helped to 
. save both Ms Hannan's and Mr 
Blair's bacon He and his lieu- 
tenants let everyone know it was 
fe time for the row to stop. But given 
his obvious unhappiness why did he 
act to stem ihe rebellion? .And. 

. more importantly, can Mr Blair rely 
upon htt, volatile deputy in the 
•bruising times ahead: is there no 
-'Hmit to his loyalty? 
ty ’. Tpirsome ways it is extraordinary 
dmt lljeir -partnership has lasted at 

♦ hll; 'they ate vwy different Prescott 
V-&^bera£t aiidostenterious: he 
« -Jaguar and his lastc for 
! Caribbean holidays was recently 
” exposed whexr be got caughtonone 
;?Juf by ; a. hurricane: Bfcur is more 
'•uptight, -ascetic, avowedly of the 

♦ professional classes and ^ss open 

: about enjoying himselt • ' - 

<f . Moio hoptirtaut, die two men - 
different relationships' with 

t -lfae paxt£. in 1966 when former 
. Ctmard steward and trade union 
firebrand Joto Prescott was sta nd- . 


mg for Labour in Tory Southport, 
the 12-ycar-old Blair was soliciting 
votes as the Conservative candidate 
in his private school’s mock elec- 
tion. Prescott is attuned to the 
older melodies of the Labour Party. 
His boss is the opposite, accused by 
left-wing critics like MEP Ken 
Coates of not having “the faintest 
idea of how socialists think, or 
understanding of the mentality of 
Ihe party- that he leads". 

Blair appeals to Ihe burgeoning 
middle classes because he comes 
from outside the culture of Old 
Labour. He (ravels unencumbered 
by sentimental attachments (o the 
ancient verities of "The Move- 
ment". But the journey that is 
emotionally and intellectually easy 
for him is deeply troubling for 
many m his party, ft was the distress 
of this transition that was apparent 
on Mr Prescott’s face two days ago. 

Act the Harman affair was only 
the latest (if the most serious) of a 
series of clashes since their election 
in the summer of 1^94. 

One of the few perks of a 
deputy’s role Ls to be confided in, 
consulted about the key decisions. 
But on some key occasions in the 
past IS months Mr Prescott has 
found himself well outside iL There 
was the strategy summit meeting 
held by Blair and key advisers last 
spring in the New Forest, to which 
Mr Prescott was not invited. Nor 
was the member for Hull best 
pleased by the leaking of an impor- 
tant memo horn PR man, Philip 
Goulds which warned that Labour 
wasn’t fit to govern. Prescott had 
oever seen iL Incredibly this mis- 
take was repeated over the Harman 
frusine*. The deputy leader first 
learned about it from this newspa- 
per. :>It was our cock-up”, a Blair 
matt toklroe, u we each thought that 
the other had told him'’. 

Tbe more important differences 
frayebeen over polity. Prescott was 


initially opposed to changing 
Cause Four, arguing in private that 
it was a diversion. He is known to 
have disagreed with Gordon 
Brown’s emphasis on low inflation 
combined with no tax increases. 

Last year’s Conference decision to 
further cut the union block vole left 
him filming. 

Yet Prescott has a seemingly 
limitless capacity for loyalty. Each 
time he has swallowed his disap- 
pointment and got on with (he busi- 
ness of selling the new line to the 
party and the country. On Clause 

The journey that 
is emotionally 
easy for Blair is 
deeply troubling 
for many in 
his party 


Four, once Blair made it dear that 
he was intent on change. Prescott 
threw himself into helping his 
leader write the new clause.” con- 
tributing some important seclioas 
himself. “He has the argument in 
private. But when the decision has 
been taken John fights for it”, says 
one of his supporters. 

The main reason for this disci- 
pline is obvious. Like most Labour 
MPs Prescott is desperate to win 
the next election and understands 
that Blair is fundamental to vic- 
tory. He yearns for a Heseltine- 
type Deputy Prime Minister’s role, 
chairing committees on the eco- 
nomic regeneration of the coun- 
try. So far Blair has not promised 
his deputy anything. “He’s keep- 
ing him keen”, one Labour insider 
believes. “Once its all in the hag. 


John may not be so pliable”. 

Others also believe that Prescott 
is intrigued tty Blair, and that part 
of him” rather likes ripping up the 
past and starting again. They point 
to Prescott's championing {when 
shadow Transport Secretary! of 
the use of private finance to sup- 
plement public investment. “John 
is convinced that the Tories stole 
the Private Financing Initiative 
from him", says a Brown aide. 

Prescott knows that Blair has a 
lot invested in him. A precedent for 
how vital Prescott could be comes 
from Mrs Thatcher's days. In 1 981. 
besel by recession, she relied upon 
deputy Prime Minister William 
Whiteiaw to make Thatcherism 
pala table to a largely hostile party. 
He did sterling service to a revolu- 
tion that he did not believe in. 
•‘Everybody needs a Willie, 5 ’ said 
Thatcher afterwards. Prescott plays 
that role for Blair. 

But does Labour’s deputy leader 
have a bottom line? Could Tony 
Blair go a modernisation loo far? 
The jury is out on that one. Accord- 
ing to one MP the underlying con- 
cern this week was that Harriet 
Harman's decision to send her son 
to a grammar school presaged a 
return to selection. That would 
have been more than Prescott (like 
80 percent of his age group, an 1 1 - 
plus reject) could stomach. 

But what about electoral reform, 
pacts with the Liberals, major 
changes to the structure of welfare 
provision - could Labour's Con- 
science live with those? History sug- 
gests he could. This week he" wob- 
bled but eventually came round, 
reminding his colleagues to fight 
the real enemy at Ihe forthcoming 
Hemsworth and Staffordshire by- 
elections. Provided he's kept 
informed, allowed to argue his 
case and Labour is ahead in the 
polls Mr Prescott will probably 
stav onside. 


SOFT LEFT 

MAIN MEMBERS: 

teter Hain, Roger Berry. Angela Eagle, 
Richard Burden 

BACKGROUND 

Mainly younger MPs who believe ■‘moderni- 
sation" is code for ‘right-wing". 

BELIEFS 

Mixed bag. Some (ibertanan socialists 
sceptical of Blair's conservative policies on 
family. Critical of centralisation of power in 
leaders office. Believe Labour will only 
carry conviction by being radical. 
TROUBLE-MAKING CAPACITY 
Can cause short-term damage by attacking 
leadership, founger members likely to be 
attracted by prospect of ministerial jobs. 


OLD RIGHT 

MAIN MEMBERS: 

Gerald Kaufman. Roy Hattersley. Gerry 
Steinburg, Gwyneth Dunwoody, Dentil 
Davies, Austin Mitchell. John Spellar 

BACKGROUND 

Long-standing MPs drawn into politics just 
after the Second Wortd War, wedded to 
Labour's traditional policies on welfare 
state and economy. 

BELIEFS 

Often anti -European; egalrta nan on educa- 
tion: belief in Keynesian interventionism to 
reflate economy; still hold to goaf of full 
employment 

TROUBLE-MAKING RATING 

Feel disgruntled with young modernisers, 
but unlikely to oppose Blair publicly. 




ANTI-METROPOLITANS 


MAIN MEMBERS: 

Dennis C-anavan, Don Dixon. Peter Snape 
Richard Cabom 

BACKGROUND 

MPs who distrust Blair because they 
strongly identity with their constituencies. 

BELIEFS 

Proudly anti-trendy. Fearover-mtellectuali- 
sation of the party'. Oppose politically cor- 
rect all-women short lists. 
TROUBLE-MAKING CAPACTTY 
Disquiet with Blair leadership more about 
culture than policy - little for opposition to 
form around. 


SINGLE ISSUE IDEALISTS 

MAIN MEMBERS: 

Frank Field (welfare) 

Clive Soiey (housing) 

Kevin McNamara (Northern Ireland) 

Calum Macdonald (Lib-Lab pacts) 

Tony Wnght (pro-proportional representa- 
tion) 

Tam Dalyell (anti-devolution) 

BACKGROUND 

Often maverick MPs with policy expertise 
combined with moral interest in a singe is- 
sue. 

BELIEFS 

Vary according to issue. 

TROUBLE-MAKING CAPACITY 
Numerically insignificant but can embarrass 
leadership. 
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Mandeison 
gets In a spin 

The other day 1 asked the 
BBC if John Birl's strictures to 
the Labour Party to stop try- 
ing to spin doctor them into 
submission had had any effect. 
"Oh. most definitely." my 
most senior source told roe. 
“they never try to bully us any 
more. We've pul them in their 
place." 

The next dav I sauntered off 


m ■ 

Earbashing: Mandeison 

u> Wes [minster, glowing with 
pride in the impartiality of our 
national broadcast ing corpo- 
ration. And what did I spy? 
The BBC's Westminster 


mm 


correspondent, Huw Edwards, 
being shouted at and. I shud- 
der to say, sworn at by a man 
who I look to be a violently dis- 
gruntled licence fee paver. I 
averted my eyes. 

But the row continued for 
some time. Wearily I looked a 
little harder at Edwards's 
assailant. Imagine ray conster- 
nation when 1 discerned him to 
be Peter Mandeison MP, father 
of spin doctoring and active 
setvanL of the Blair cause! 

Worse still was the cause of 
his ire - he was berating Mr 
Edwards over the BBC's cov- 
erage of tbe Harriet Hannan 
affair. 


Red faces 
among blues 

In case you thought tbe Tories 
were having an easy time of it. 
what with Labour in turmoil 
over the Harriet Harman 
brouhaha. I bring tidings of a 
possible embarrassment to tbe 
true blue camp. In December 
(since when they have kept it 
very quiet) John Evans. 43. the 
Tories' prospective parlia- 
mentary candidate for Sher- 
wood. was arrested for 
allegedly stealing a man's coat 
from a branch of Marks & 
Spencer in Guildford, Surrey. 

However, Evans, a former 


leader of Bastings Council 
was not charged. A police 
spokesman said: “He has been 
bailed to return on February 6 
when a decision will be made 
as to whether he is charged." 

If he were to be charged, his 
political position would be in 
dire straits. But for tbe 
moment. Tory Central Office 
says stoutly:’ “We don’t talk 
about tifs - ." 

Gym life, but 
not as we ... 

Following my recent exclusive 
about the new friendship 
between the Princess of Wales 



Fantasy land: TIggy 


and Madonna I have fresh 
news w hich may cause the two 
to bond even further. 

Madonna is a fan of the 
Princess’s favourite vvm. the 


Harbour Club. Llnlike the 
Princess, however, Maclonna 
does not believe in sharing the 
premises with either Joe Pub- 
lic. England rugby captains or 
properly developers. Last 
year, therefore, she rang the 
club and asked if it would 
close during her stay in Lon- 
don, so that she and her 
friends could use it exclusively. 

“It will be worth your 
while." she told the manage- 
ment. “My name will give you 
great publicity.” Unsurpris- 
ingly. the Harbour Club 
refused. 

Bui imagine if (aftershe has 
perused this column) the 
Princess is game-on to share in 
Madonna s plan - perhaps the 
club will change its mind. The 
sight of the pair of them arriv- 
ing together in their Lycra 
shorts? What more could" the 
paparazzi want? Perhaps a 
shot of Lycra-shorted Tiggv 
Legge-Bourke, nanny to the 
young princes, and reportedly 
"Diana's here noir. arriving arm 
in arm with the Princess ... but 
now I'm falling off into fantasy 
land. 


Branson: 
‘Why I lose’ 

What does a tycoon do when 
he is stranded in Morocco, 
waiting for the weather to 
improve so he can mount bis 
balloon? Richard Branson has 
taken up Travel Scrabble — 
very badly. Anxious, however, 
not to lose face with his oppo- 


nents, 3 success ion of Fleet 
Street's finest, he declared 
earnestly the other day: “It’s 
not my game. I was brought up 
on Monopoly and Risk." Iltat, 
agreed tbe backs, explains a 
lot ... 


Howard’s way 
in Ambridge 

To the City Livery Club, to cel- 
ebrate 45 years of fictional 
rural dwelling on Radio 4 - 
namely The Archers. There ] 
encountered one of the pro- 
gramme's biggest fans, the 
Horae Secretary, Michael 
Howard. 

He jovially told me that he 
“skims the Sunday papers in 
order to settle down to the 
omnibus edition and coffee" 
(Sunday newspaper editors, 
please iake note). 

However, recent listening 
has caused Mr Howard a cer- 
tain amount of alarm - he is 
most concerned by the bud- 
ding romance between Shula 
Archer and the abrasive 
Simon Pemberton. Liable to 
keep his fears (and perhaps his 
sense of reality) to himself, on 
Tuesday night he strode over 
to the actress Sara Coward 
(alias Caroline Pemberton). 
“Congratulations on your 
marriage to Guy Pemberton." 
he told her earnestly, adding, 
"but I think you have to do 
something about your new 
stepson, fast." 
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If your bank account can't come up with some 
good answers, switch to ah account that can. 


It’s 3 simple decision. Jf your current account 
can't say ’yes' to the questions above, it’s easy 
to switch to one that can. 

With the Alliance Account from Alliance 
& Leicester, you have control of your money. 24 
hours a day. 365 days a year. If you want to pay a 
bill at midnight or check your balance first thing 
in the morning, just pick up tbe phone. 

24 hour telephone banking 
As well as round the clock telephone banking, 
you have access to your account through a 
network of nearly 350 branches and 8.500 LINK 
cash machines. 


It's simple to switch 

If your bsni account can't come up with the 
right answers, switching 10 the Alliance Account is 
easy - wa ll even help you iransfer direct debits 
and standing orders. For more derails, call us 
free on 0500 95 9E 95 or complete and return the 
coupon below. ~. x «,. .• ... 
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Better late than 
never for EMU 

plans lor a single European currency 


_ are in serious trouble. Its supporters 
should ease up or risk the project blow- 
ing up in their face. 

Even the great Europhiles of the Con- 
tinent are starting to worry. On Tuesday, 
Jacques DeJors. the former president of 
the European Commission, admitted he 
doubted the timetable for European 
Monetary Union could be met. Yesterday, 
the former French President Valery Gis- 
card d’Estaing called for a relaxation of 
the economic criteria that countries have 
to meet before tbe currency can be cre- 
ated. Spain's Foreign Minister, Carlos 
Westendorp (known at home as “Mister 
Europe"), called for the deadline of 1999 
to be put back, saying that the project was 
sinking into a “credibility crisis". 

In response, Jacques San ter. the Euro- 
pean Commission President, yesterday 
speaking at the end of an ill-timed show 
designed to market the “Euro", rejected 
a delay. 

The Lrouble for Mr Santer is that the 
growing doubts about the EMU timetable 
are unlikely to fade. That is because the 
Maastricht treaty on monetary union did 
not anticipate the sharp slowdown in the 
European economy in the past six months. 
Only countries that meet strict economic 
criteria can join the common currency. 
Most countries already have lower infla- 
tion than Maastricht demands. But on 
another key condition even Germany is 
not doing too well, with a budget deficit 
above the 3 per cent of national income 
that the treaty allows. In France, the prog- 
nosis is much gloomier. Slow growth 
means tax revenues are lower than 
expected, while public spending remains 
high to cope with unemployment. Ger- 
man and French efforts to reduce their 
budget deficits by cutting spending or rais- 
ing taxes risk slowing their economies 
even further, making the problem worse. 

The political costs of forcing France into 
the Maastricht strait-jacket are even more 


severe, witness the strikes that crippled 
much of' the country lale last year and 
exposed the frailty of the French ruling fljte. 

All of this will be music to the ears of 
British Euro-sceptics. But they would be 
foolish to start celebrating the demise of 
the Euro prematurely. With an effort, 
Germany will probably be able to meet 
ihe Maastricht criteria by 1999. The fact 
that countries should not unite their cur- 
rencies yet under the current Maastricht 
criteria doesn't mean they shouldn't unite 
at all. The German mark will still domi- 
nate European currency markets regard- 
less of whether there is EMU. In many 
respects we have already lost a lot of dis- 
cretion over monetary policy to the Bun- 
desbank. At least a European central bank 
would set interest rates, taking account of 
the needs of all EU states, rather than giv- 
ing Germany priority. The case for a sin- 
gle currency remains strong. But the case 
for delaying its introduction, perhaps till 
2001, has got stronger. 

There is an alternative. Delay might be 
interpreted by the public and the markets 
as a loss of purpose and direction. Another 
way out would be to stick with 1999 but 
relax the Maastricht criteria. Instead of the 
3 per cent ceiling on the budget deficit, a 
broader definition could allow countries 
with sound economies to borrow more in 
times of recession. Mr Santer has said be 
might consider this. The Germans 
wouldn't be happy, of course, strict eco- 
nomic criteria are essential to persuade the 
Bundesbank and the German public to 
give up their precious mark. 

But something, somewhere is going to 
have to give. Monetary union without the 
French is inconceivable. Yet for France 
and others to join under the current cri- 
teria risks associating EMU with deflation 
and recession. Political and economic pain 
could make the Euro untenable, irrevo- 
cably damaging the whole European pro- 
ject. Europe needs to heed its elder 
statesmen and ease up on EMU. 


Sad tale of a 
modern-day Juliet 


S arah Cook makes an unlikely roman- 
tic heroine. The dumpy girl from Brain- 
tree, in Essex, fell in love with her Turkish 
Romeo after sharing a bottle of pop on a 
beach. At first sight, she seems to share veiy 
little with the most famous tragic heroine 
our culture has produced: Shakespeare’s 
Juliet. Apart from one thing, that is: 13- 
year-old Sarah Cook got married at the age 
that Juliet gave her life to Romeo. 

Shakespeare would not have shared our 
bemusement with Sarah Cook's mar- 
riage to Musa Komeagae. a waiter. Britain 
has beeu outraged, a sure sign that if is 
also confused. What were her parents 
doing, smiling at the wedding? Why did 
they Jet her do it? Tbe girl must be very 
sad, disturbed or misguided, we are told, 
she needs saving from hereelf. A society 
hyper-alert to the dangers of child abuse 
is pul on guard to protect Sarah Cook 
from the exploitation that threatens her. 

We are in serious danger or over- 
reacting, Altitudes towards die acceptable 
age at which we should marry are largely 
determined by culture. As people marry 
later, partly because of longer life expect- 
ancy and extended years of fertility, it 
becomes more incomprehensible "that 
anyone could wish to tie the knot in their 
teens, let alone before the age of 16. We 
turn a blind eye to young people having 
sex at an early age, but we find the idea 
of them mariying young unacceptable 
because we do not think they are emo- 
tionally ready for such a commitment. 


Yet some children today mature, both 
physically and emotionally, much earlier 
than their counterparts a couple of gen- 
erations ago. And many young people are 
more strident in making their wishes 
known and more confident in acting upon 
them. These developments are unpalat- 
able for those who wish to preserve chil- 
dren in the image of their own youth. 

It is true that Juliet's father revealed 
hopes that strike a modem chord. He 
wished to “lei two more summers wither 
in their pride, ere we may think her ripe 
to be a bride". But his daughter’s youth 
was not the major obstacle to her alliance 
with Romeo. Likewise, it seems Sarah 
Cook's marriage in Turkey, although ille- 
gal there just as it would be here, is far less 
frowned upon than it would be if it had 
taken place in Essex. Young marriages are 
traditional in rural areas of TUrkey, 
although the earliest allowed is at 14 years 
and then only with special permission. 

All this suggests Sarah Cook's case 
should be treated with more sensitivity. 
She needs protection in case everything 
goes dreadfully wrong and she has to flee 
home. But it would be a mistake for her 
husband to be tried for rape given that all 
parties, including the two families, con- 
sented to the marriage. Equally, talk of 
placing Sarah in a children's home is 
heavy-handed and legalistic. Whatever the 
imperfections of her life in Turkey, coun- 
cil care is no solution. Indeed, it may be 
the worst possible place for her. 
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■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Labour politicians’ comprehensive history of selection 


From Mr Ronnie Landau 
Sir. Does no one remember that 
the former leader of the Labour 
Party (shortly afterwards to be 
Prime Minister) Harold Wilson, 
trailblazing pioneer of compre- 
hensive education and head of a 
party still wedded uncompro- 
misingly to ideological “old” 
socialism, openly sent his two 
sons to one of north-west Lon- 
don's leading independent day 
schools (yes, fee-paying - he even 
shunned the local grammar 
schools)? 

I do not remember Wilson, or 
other socialists who did likewise, 
being roundly condemned by his 
party, by the media or by holier- 
than-thou Tbry opportunists. On 
the contrary, it was recognised 
then - as I believe it should be 
now - that, while unity of theory 
and practice may be generally 
desirable, not every personal 
decision taken (even by a politi- 
cian) is necessarily a political 
one. There are some actions one 
takes as a parent that can be 
described as being of a purely 
“parental” nature. 

What has changed in the inter- 
vening three decades is the can- 
cerous growth of an increasingly 
amoral, obsessive and vindictive 
press - tabloid and broadsheet - 
which, in its hunger for 
“celebrity" blood, resembles 
nothing so closely as it does a 
lynch mob. 

Yours faithfully, 

R. S. Landau 
London, N12 
23 January 


From Mr T. H. Hockton 
Sin Voters may not indeed share 
the faith of unreconstructed “old 
Labour” or “old Lib Dem" 
activists (leading article, 22 Jan- 
uary). Not all of these have been 
responsible for their own child- 
ren. Some are lucky where they 
live. Others are like the sectari- 
ans whose faith bans radical treat- 
ment for their children. 

In 16 years, Tory governments 
have done little to reduce the gap 
between private and general edu- 
cation. It is naive to argue that, 
if all educated and articulate 
people send their own children to 
the nearest local school, it can 
improve quickly enough to bene- 
fit them. 

After 35 years of secondary 
school teaching, 1 retired as head 
of a comprehensive school, then 
taking 360 boys and girls each 
year. As a young man, I fought 
two parliamentary elections as a 
Labour Party candidate. We 
argued for comprehensive 
schools, hoping to improve every- 
one’s chances. We were short of 
practical experience and appre- 
ciation of the human and mate- 
rial resources needed. 

It was disappointing but we 
should not despair. With our 
support, realists such as Tony 
Blair and Paddy Ashdown can 
make progress — providing they 
are not too hampered by the 
complexes of their old-fashioned 
evangelicals. 

Yours faithfully, 

Tom Hockton 
Hove, East Sussex 


From Mr John Charman 
Sir: Perhaps Labour MPS and 
other activists could take time off 
from criticising Harriet Harman 
and explain to me why, if selec- 
tion is wrong for schools, is it ail 
right for universities? 

I suspect the answer is that the 
Labour party accepts that a sel- 
ection policy for universities is a 
sensible one, both for the people 
that are selected and for the 
country, because to do otherwise 
would result in a dilution of aca- 
demic quality and a general low- 
ering of standards. In not apply- 
ing the same criteria to schools, 
could it be that the Labour Party 
policy for schools is driven by 
“Old Labour” dogma rather than 
what is best for the country? 

Like it or not. selection and 
choice are involved ail through 
life and, in frying to pretend 
otherwise by abolishing selection 
for secondary education, the 
Labour Party does the brightest 
5 per cent of our children, and the 
country as a whole, a grave dis- 
service. 

Yours sincerely. 

John Charman 
London, SWI 
23 January 

From Mr Peter Bradbury 
Sir: I do wish Labour MPs, 
indeed all MPs, could come to 
accept that education is more 
than O and A levels and the com- 
plex of academic excellence that 
underpins them, vital as that is for 
the IHe of any schooL 

Perhaps of equal importance in 


our socially divided society is the 
effect that a comprehensive edu- 
cation «an have on children from 
the professional and middle 
classes, the acquired ability to mix 
easily with children from all 
classes and, incidentally, of both 
sexes, to understand different 
values and motivations. 

A third aspect is the contribu- 
tion winch such parents can make 
to the fife of the comprehensive 
school by taking part in the offi- 
cial and uno fficial channels which 
exist to improve standards and 
maintain the morale of hard- 
pressed teachers and governors. 

Perhaps it is too early to speak 
of a trahisan des clercs, but my 
mind is certainly running in that 
direction. 

Sincerely, 

Peter Bradbury 
East Bergholt, Essex 
22 January 

77k miter was a divisional educa- 
tion officer in the inner London 
Education Authority, 1970-81 

From Mr David Robinson 
Sin Harriet Harman had the 
choice of a variety of schools for 
her son. I must take issue with the 
perception that the school with 1 
per cent of pupQs obtaining five 
good GCSEs is a failing school 
and that the grammar school with 
a 99 per cent pass rate is a suc- 
cessful one. Until we are able sen- 
sibly to measure value added, the 
reality will not be evident. 

Yours sincerely. 

David Robinson 
T b tries, Devon 


Notes about 
airport food 

From Mr Egon Ronay 
Sin In the context of my having 
condemned three foreign air- 
ports in comparison with 
Heathrow, Simon Calder (Travel 
column. 20 January), mentioned 
that I have been working for 
four years for BAA on improving 
the standard of food (in 130 
catering outlets). 

My integrity has never been 
doubted and, on my comparative 
visits to SctupboL De Gaulle, 


Frankfurt and Heathrow airports, 
a member of my special airports 
inspection team and an indepen- 
dent representative of the Press 
Association both took detailed 
notes of every tasting of some 200 
food items. 

The Press Association's man 
completely concurred with our 
findings. Our separate notes are 
available for examination and 
they would put Mr Calder's mind 
at rest 

Yours faithfully 
Egon Ronay 
London, SW3 
23 January 


It’s opera, boyo - rugby with music 


T he other day 1 suggested it did 
not really mailer whether the 
Welsh built a new opera house or a 
rugby stadium, as there was not 
much difference between rugby and 

opera, especially the way the Welsh 
play both. I am saddened losay that 
people have written in from os'far as 
Wales to protesL and I have even 
been pilloried in the Welsh Local 
Government Corruption News. 

Well, gentlemen, I aim to prove 
you wrong by bringing you an extract 
from an opera I am working on. ft 
is the first-ever opera written about 
rugby, and it is called Tristan und 
Gareth. It tells the tragic story of two 
friends. Tristan and Gareth, who 
grow up together in the Welsh val- 
leys, attend the same school and aim 
to play side by side in the Welsh 
National XV, until cruel Fate inter- 
venes to separate them ... 

But you will get a belter idea from 
a dip into the libretto. The first acl 
shows the two boys coming to Cardiff 
as players in the Welsh Schools XVi 
which beats the English Scboolboys 
15-9 (five penalties to three, no 
tries). In the second scene, Tristan 
and Gareth celebrate the victory by 
going out for the evening in Cardiff. 
Here they are, outside the Scrum 
Half’s Arms in Pontnewvdd Street. 



MILES KINGTON 


Tristan: Well, Gareth, that was a 
famous victory and no mistake! 

Gareth: Was it? But ft only happened 
this afternoon. How can it be 
famous already? 

Tristan: No. what I meant was ... 
well, never mind. 

Gareth: You were always the clever 
one with words, Tristan. That 1 swby 
you won the Dylan Thomas School 
prize for a rugby essay, on life as 
a forward. 

Tristan: Ah, yes. “Hark! It is dark in 
ihe scrum, here in the dumb, 
bool-lined scram, where feet rum- 
mage in the scrummage for the fall 
of the ball ...” 

Gareth: Yes, yes, thanks very much. 
I've heard it all before, but there’s 
more to life than culture. 

Tristan: Is there? Like what? 

Gareth: Like drinking after the 
match. (He sings.) 


When the final whistle blows. 
When it’s time to end the game. 
When you shake hands with your 
foes, 

Then you always do the same - 
In the shower and out again. 
Neatly dressed and in the bar. 
Downing pints of bitter Brain* 
Tbshow them what a man you are. 
A game of rugby, win or lose, 
WU1 leave you swaying but 
upright; 

Eighty minutes on the booze 
WSl leave you flat out, tight. 
Rugby players may come and go. 
You may even change your dub. 
But there's one thing we all know 
After the game, it’s down the 
pub! 

*Brain ’sis an excellent Welsh been not 
much seen in England. - Librettist's 
note. 

Tristan: You’re disgusting, you are. 
I didn't come into rugby to drink 
beer and sing songs. 

Gareth: Then what did you come 
into rugby for, boyo? To beat 
England? To get the Grand Slam? 
Wake up. Tristan! Rugby is the 
quick route to oblivion! 

Tristan: How do you mean? 
Gareth: There are two paths to 
oblivion in rugby - one is to fall to 
catch the selectors’ eye and the 


other is to drink yourself silly. I 
know which Td choose. (He sings.) 
Oh, once we had 
A great Welsh side, 

And Max Boyce joked 
About them with pride. 

Yes, poor Max Boyce 
Went on and on 
About Phil Bennett 
And Barry John 

But now that both are a memory 
And Wiles can barely 
Beat Italy, 

Max Boyce is left without an acL 
And that's how Welsh 
Comedians get sacked! 

(Exit singing. Tristan is about to 
follow him when he is accosted by 
a young girl.) 

Gilt Tristan! You looking for a good 
time? 

Tristan: Well, 1 don't know ... How 
do you mean? 

Girt A trip up north! Three-year 
contract! Rugby League! Car, 
bouse and all the black puddings 
you can eat! 

Tristan: Gosh! It certainly sounds 
tempting ... 

Will he fall for it and lose his virtue? 
Find out into tomorrow’s thrilling 
episode. 


No poverty of 
ideas here, Delia 

From Ms Betty Cairns 
Sir If Delia Smith follows Louise 
Levene’s advice (17 January) and 
produces a basic cookery book for 
people with little knowledge or 
cash, she will be in veiy illustrious 
“cooking" company indeed. 

Both Fracateiti, Queen Victo- 
ria's chef, and the great Alexis 
Soyer of the Reform Gub pro- 
duced just such cookeiy books, 
giving advice on utensils and 
cheap nourishing dishes. The 
emphasis was very much on soups 
and various “puddings" to eat 
with meat and fish, and the 
recipes were geared to large poor 
Victorian families. Soyer's 
Shilling Cookery Book for the Arti- 
san sold 264,000 copies in 13 
years, a vast sale for those days. 
Soyer also produced a Charitable 
Cookery book for use by those 
running soup kitchens, several of 
which Soyer funded himself. 

Possibly our current cookeiy 
icons may care to coosider 
Soyer’s comment, in his 6p Cook- 
ery Regenerator (all profits to the 
Irish famine fund) 
it requires more science to pro- 
duce a good dish at a trifling 
expense than a superior one with 
unlimited means. 

Yours sincerely, 

Betty Cairns 

London, N22 


EU decision on 
Euro campaign 

From Mr Geoffrey Martin 
Sin It is not ihe case that the 
British government has blocked 
the European Commission from 
extending a single currency cam- 
paign to this country (“Britain 
bars publicity campaign for 
‘Euro’ ”, 23 January). 

I and my colleagues have 
stated publicly that an advertis- 
ing or propaganda campaign 
would be counter-productive, not 
least because the British Parlia- 
ment has still to decide whether 
the UK will join the single cur- 
rency. However, if people or 
organisations wish to find out 
more about the issue, whether 
here or in other member states, 
it is only right they should be able 
to do that and we will provide 
them with the necessary facts. 

This is a position with which 
the President of the Commission 
entirely concurs. It may be that, 
for its own purposes, the Gov- 
ernment wishes to propagate the 
view that it took the decision or 
was somehow able to “block" the 
Commission, but that is simply 
not the case. 

Yours faithfully, 

Geoffrey Martin 
Head of Representation 
in the United Kingdom 
The European Commission 
London, SWI 


Below the salt 

From Mr Dvnid Glover 
Sir Once again we read of yet 
another totally wrong-headed 
Tbry policy. T refer, of course, to 
John Major’s views on putting the 
salt on chips after the vinegar (“Is 
the party over for Maggie's kids?" 
17 January). The application of 
condiments in this way would 
cause the salt to stick in the vine- 
gar on the top layer of chips only. 


Anyone even slightly to the 
left-of-centre would apply the 
vinegar last, thus allowing it to 
wash the salt through to the 
underlying layers of chips, result- 
ing in a more equal distribution. 

It would seem that even Huy 
policy regarding chips is designed 
to benefit the few at the expense 
of the many. 

Yours faithfully, 

David Glover 
Leicester 


Post letters to Letters to the Editoc and include a daytime telephone 
number. iFnc 0171-293 2054; e-mail: letters CalndepeTKi entco.uk) 
Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


Stakeholder 

precedents 

From Dr Michael dc Podesta 
Sir. I have been surprised that, in 
the debate on the concrete mean- 
ing of the term “stakeholder”, lit- 
tle attention has been drawn to 
the relevance of developments in 
the ownership of building soci- 
eties. The mutual structure of 
building societies made stake- 
holders of both staff and cus- 
tomers, investors and borrowers. 

At the instant at which the soci- 
eties are privatised, this stake- 
holding is preserved since the 
institution is still owned by its 
staff and customers. However, as 
share ownership by customers 
becomes diluted over the years, 
it becomes in tbe interests of ex- 
members wearing a shareholding 
hat to seek higher returns on 
their “investment". 

Building societies are (or were ) 
examples of bow stakeholding 
could exist in a real complex 
world. However, the destruction 
of mutuality by get-rich-quick 
merchants at the head of the soci- 
eties shows bow delicate mutual 
structures are. and how they •. 
must be protected by law. Share 
ownership - unless restricted to 
customers and staff - is not 
stakeholding; it’s just plain old 
capitalism. 

Sincerely, 

Michael de Podesta 
Birkbeck College 
University of London 
London, WC1 
22 January 

From Mr Larry McLean 
Sir The “stakeholder society” is 
what we Liberal Democrats have 
been advocating for at least 60 
years. Remember the Yellow Book 
of the 1920s, calling for all emptoy- 
ees (and I stress all) to have a stake 
in the business they work for? 

Papal encyclicals support this 
policy, especially Paean in Terris, 
Quadragesima Anno and Gnu- 
dem el Spes. The new catechism 
of the Catholic Church supports 
the concept of profit-sharing and 
co-operation between owners 
and workers. 

I write as an investor in indus- 
trial equity shares, but I would 
w illingl y forgo some of my divi- 
dends if it would bring peace and 
stability in our industries. 

Yours sincerely, 

Larry McLean ft 

Wolverhampton 

19 January 


Biblical hypocrisy 

From Dr fames Carleton Paget 
Sir; In her present plight, it may 
comfort Harriet Harman to know 
that no less a man than St Paul 
accused St Peter of hypocrisy 
(Gafatiaas 2.13 and 14). The lat- 
ter survived the aspersions of the 
former and became, according to 
Christian tradition at least, the 
first Christian Pope. 

Yours sincerely, 

James Carleton Paget 

Peterhouse 

Cambridge 


Oedipal rage 

From Mr George MacDonald 

Ross 

Sir The earliest recorded exam- 
ple of road rage ("Half all drivers 
are targets of road rage”, 24 Jan- 
uary) was surely when Oedipus 
kffled his father in an argument 
over who had priority to drive his 
chariot over a narrow bridge. 
Perhaps ancient Greek prion* 
signs were as confusing as ours?’ 
Yours faithfully, 

George MacDonald Ross 

Leeds 

24 January 
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Irish peace looksas elusive 

A 


focus, same crisis 


Let us delay full 
talks no longer 


ncieot Greek dramas 
Lwould sometimes culmi- 
nate in the appearance of a 
deus a machina. a god lowered 
on to the stage by means of a 
crane, who would use super 
natural powers to sort out the 
muddles created bv mortals 

On one reading, "that was the 
role played in Belfast yesterdav 
by the former US senator 
George Mitchell, when he 
delivered his international 
body's report on arms decom- 
missioning. For some hours, it 
seemed the logjam might be 
easing, until John Major's 
announcement of plans for a 
local election sent tensions ris- 
ing again. 

Mr Mitchell is no magic- 
maker. As be said at the outset 
of his report, the factors on 
which a peace process must he 
based were already known. He 
did not discover or invent some 
new element to transform the 
situation: he simply brought to 
the problem a measure of 
American can-do pragmatism. 

In that sense, his role was less 
one of divine intervention than 
empirical observation, followed 
by practical suggestions and 
comment. 

He eased the British gov- 
ernment off the hook of its 
long-standing insistence that 
republicans deliver up arms 
before being allowed to the 
table. He did so simply bv 
pointing out lhat there was no 
chance of the ERA or the loy- 
alists decommissio ning weap- 
ons in advance of talks. 

The dogs in the streets of 
Belfast and Dublin already 
knew that, but the fact of Mr 
Mitchell saying it has somehow 
made it more acceptable - or at 
least tolerable. The same dogp 
already appreciated the other 
facts laid out in the Mitchell 
report, yet somehow he and his 
two colleagues have clarified 
many points, made them easier 
to digest and separated off 
what is politically possible from 
what is not. 

None of the is accidental, for 
it is apparent, both from the 
report itself and from his per- 
formance at his news confer- 
ence, that Mr Mitchell is a class 
act With grace and humour, he 
showed himself to be the most 
skilful political performer seen 
in Belfast since - well, since last 
month, when his friend Bill 
Clinton was in town. 


ite yesterday’s Mitchell report, argues David McKittrick 



The Mitchell principles dont mention a ‘permanent* ceasefire, but would meat a complete farewell to arms Brian Harris 


The British and Irish gov- 
ernments, when they agreed to 
set up the international body 
back in November, gave it what 
seemed a fairly narrow remit, 
asking for a report on decom- 
missioning. What they got was 
a report that represents an 
overview of almost the entire 
spectrum of the immediate 
issues. 

The international body 
clearly took as its starting point 
not the essentially technical 
issue of decommissioning but 
the much broader approach of 
working out how to advance the 
peace process. It first con- 
cluded that no guns were going 
to be forthcoming in the imme- 
diate future, and then moved 


on to draft a list of democratic 
principles to which all parties 
should be required to subscribe. 

The IRA it will be remem- 
bered. declared a “complete 
cessation of military opera- 
tions" in August 1994 but has 
always declined to use the word 
“permanent” in relation to its 
ceasefire. That word does not 
appear in the six Mitchell prin- 
ciples, but together these would 
represent a complete farewell 
to aims. The deal is that if the 
IRA insists on not handing 
over weapons it must instead 
make a solemn promise to the 
world that the shadow of the 
gunman has gone. 

Though brief, the report con- 
tains mentions of (though not 


recommendations on) matters 
such as the prisoners’ issue, the 
use of plastic bullets, the idea 
of a review of more than 
100,000 legally held weapons, 
and the predominantly Protes- 
tant make-up of the RUC. It 
also mentions “an elective 
process" -much to the relief of 
Mr Major, who had been bank- 
ing on that. 

The British government had 
already done much work on the 
idea, and Mr Major yesterday 
spoke of urgently putting leg- 
islation through Parliament. 
The attractions of an election 
for the Government are obvi- 
ous, mainly because it will go a 
fairway to meeting the require- 
ments of the Ulster Unionists. 


The Government’s enthusi- 
asm arises mainly from the fact 
that the Ulster Unionist leader, 
David Trimble, had expressed 
his opinion that an election 
would give Sinn Fein a mandate 
that would allow him to talk to 
them, even without the decom- 
missioning of weapons. 

This opened up the possibil- 
ity of inter-party talks without 
an arms hand-over, a route the 
Government has gratefully 
taken. Mr Trimble had envis- 
aged an election to a new 
assembly, but in the Commons 
yesterday Mr Major seemed to 
envisage an election of nego- 
tiators rather than a plan to set 
up a devolved institution along 
parliamentary lines. 


This distinction is cruciaL 
Previous assemblies, the 
longest-lived of which was the 
Stormont parliament from 1921 
until 1972, are still seared into 
Irish nationalist folk-memory as 
bastions of Unionist privilege 
and anti-Catholic discrimina- 
tion. It is no exaggeration to say 
that a return to anything rem- 
iniscent of this would cause 
large numbers of republican 
supporters to contemplate 
going back to war. 

Sinn Fein bad a good morn- 
ing yesterday with the launch of 
the Mitchell document, but a 
bad afternoon when John 
Major lifted the election idea 
from the obscurity of the 
report's penultimate page. 

But it has now been ele- 
vated to the centrepiece of the 
peace process, where it is des- 
tined to remain for some time 
yet. Even with the promise of 
Labour support, it will clearly 
take months for the electioa 
idea to be discussed and make 
its way on to the statute book, 
and for voters to go to the polls. 

This means the abandon- 
ment of the present target date 
for all-party talks to open at the 
end of next month. Mr Trim- 
ble’s evident pleasure at the 
Government's action has also 
inflamed (he suspicion - never 
far from the surface of the 
nationalist psyche - that Mr 
Major’s new course was at least 
partly motivated by the hope of 
securing Unionist support in 
the Commons lobbies. 

Whatever the truth of this, 
Sinn Fein find that. 16 months 
on from the IRA ceasefire, the 
doors of the conference cham- 
ber re main dosed to them. The 
ominous importance of this is 
that they have elevated die 

S an of all-party talks 
to a point of principle, 
reassuring their hard men that 
they would soon get to the 
table. 

Thus a day that began with 
what looked like a break- 
through ended in something 
dose to crisis, with no easing of 
the long buUd-up of frustration 
within the republican move- 
ment The Mitchell report men- 
tioned the lack of trust in 
Northern Ireland: the day 
ended with less trust than ever, 
and a sense that resolving the 
election controversy might 
need the appearance of yet 
another deus ex machina . 


T he dearest single message 
from the report by the inter- 
national body on decommis- 
sioning is that we must banish 
fear and rebuild trust and con- 
fidence. A each stage of the 
peace process trust has been 
more important than any par- 
ticular issue: apparently insolu- 
ble problems with words like 
“permanent" and “clarification” 
have been solved. The cease- 
fires themselves - which most 
people thought unachievable — 
were achieved because trust 
had been built. 

Senator Mitchell and his col- 
leagues have touched the very 
heart of the problem when they 
say that the decommissoning 
issue is merely a symptom of 
the absence of crusL My hope 
is lhat both governments and all 
parties will see in the report a 
clear opportunity to make up 
the ground that has been lost 
and to move towards inclusive 
all-party talks. 

1 have always held that 
decommissioning before talks 
was unacceptable. Perhaps 
more pertinently, 1 have always 
felt it was unobtainable. And 
it was never agreed or accepted 
that h would be a precondition 
for the starting of talks. 

That said, (he suggestion in 
the report that some forms of 
decommissioning could take 
place by agreement as part of 
the talks process would be a 
valuable confidence-building 
measure, which could prove 
the bina fides of ail parties 
concerned and speed the 
process of rebuilding trust 
Only with a resumption of dia- 
logue will that happen. 

My view on the need for 
inclusive dialogue has always 
been direct and uncluttered: 
while dialogue is taking place 
there can be no excuse in any 
quarter for a return to violence 
or killing: the report endorses 
this view in the clearest terms. 

Looking on in recent 
months, my single greatest fear 
has been that the delay, the 
inactivity and the vacuum cre- 
ated would put an unnecessary 
strain on an already strained 
process. We have seen peace 
being jeopardised; we have 
seen pragmatism being 
replaced by dogmatism and the 
result bas been disquieting. 

TTie spectre of violence has 
begun to creep back in. And 
such a discouraging trend can 
only go in one direction if it is 
not stopped. A return to the 
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table and a resumption of reai 
dialogue is the onty way to pre - 
vent the ugly possibility of a 
return to violence and to work 
out a just and lasting settlement 
in a totally democratic and 
exclusively peaceful manner. 
The commission's report points 
out everything in that direction 
and no other. 

If any side sets in the recom- 
mendations further cause for 
st ailing, secs them as another 
obstacle, then a serious question 
must hang over their commit- 
ment to folding a solution. 

One thing I know in my heart 
is that people throughout Ire- 
land and Britain want a contin- 
uation of the normal life they arc 

now enjoying -normal life which 
was absent for 25 years. I know 
that people never want to see a 
return to killing , maiming and 
sorrow. And nobody will thank 
or respect either government - 
or any party — if they allow sur- 
mountable' difficulties to 
threaten peace. Nobody could 
expect all their views to prevail 
in this report, and that hasn't 
happened. All sides must expect 
to compromise and to leave 
behind past historical positions 
in order to create the environ- 
ment for allparty talks. 1 believe 
there is sufficient here for both 
governments and all sides to go 
along with. And I would deplore 
any attempt to substitute one 
precondition with another, 
which appears to be the present 
position of the British govern- 
ment- Of course, an elected 
assembly can be on the agenda 
fa- debate at all-party talks. 

The steps to peace were 
e nshrine d in the Downing Street 
declaration when we spoke 
about achieving peace, stability 
and reconciliation through a 
process of dialogue and co- 
operation. We need a return to 
the trust which brought about 
that focus and clarity. It is time 
to start the inclusive dialogue 
with everything on the table 
and everybody at the table. 


Ireland, 1992 
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The furore over Harriet Harman’s choice of school for her son has exposed the lack of realism prevalent in Labour’s education policy 
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T he five worst days in Tbny Blair’s 
leadership of the Labour Party ended 
yesterday with what was, by all accounts, 
a sparkling speech to his seething parlia- 
mentary party. As they spilled out into the 
Commons corridor, their faces were not 
happy and their private views about Har- 
riet Harman were unchanged; but almost 
every lip was buttoned. The War of Little 
Joe seemed over. 

Even if that is so, however, it has ended 
with a bloody pyzrhic victory for the leader- 
ship. The damage has been serious and will 
reverberate throughout the year. Labour’s 
poll rating will surely slip at an important 
moment. When the general election comes, 
my guess is that Labour candidates will lose 
seats they might otherwise have won 
because of this. 

The gap between old and new Labour 
has widened. Despite Blair’s huge personal 
authority, he cannot afford many more epi- 
sodes like this. When he demands self-sac- 
rifice in the cause of victory, there will be 
resentful mu tie rings about his own front 
bench. Joe Harman’s education may be 
free at point of use: but it will cost the Lab- 
our Party quite a bit. 

Choice in schooling is not like European 
monetary uni nn, nor the West Lothian 
question, or most other bits of political 
arcana. It has chat-power. It is something 
that everyone can understand and that 
many people are emotional about. 

Some voters will turn against Labour, 
not because of the charge that the Harman 
family has been hypocritical, but because 
the reaction of Labour MPs has chilled 
them a little. It suggests to some that the 
old Labour Party, so enthusiastic about 
stopping people doing things, determined 
to build a better world on a mound of pro- 
hibitions, is back. Certainly, the rage of 
many Labour MPs about Harman s choice 
has not been pretty. Too many have made 
it clear lhat they trank she is a selfish mid- 
dle-class southern woman of a kind that 
should be expropriated and preferably 
extirpated, too. As one senior figure put 
it: “I wouldn't p* # * on her if she was on 
fire." This is not, to put it mildly, the way 
to woo Middle Britain. 

Other voters, though probably fewer, 

will turn away from Labour because of the 

charge that Harman is a hypocrite. I think 
she is. But I think she is no more of a hypo- 
crite than Andrew Marr - or even, just pos- 
sibly, the average reader of this column. 

Daily life is an endless senes of com- 
promises between the world as it is and the 
world as we would like it to be. For any- 
one with principles, hypocrisy is a univer- 
sal sm. We sit snugly in our cars whining 
about pollution and congestion. We com- 
plain about underfunded this or that but 
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do not offer the voluntary extra taxes that 
smiling Conservatives remind us the Treas- 
ury would accept. We prefer not to know 
too much about the short lives of the ani- 
mals we eat. 

Oh yes, and many of us praise the vir- 
tues erf comprehensive education while 
avoiding the nearest comprehensive for our 
children. If I was living where Hannan lives 
and had a child who got a place at St 
Olave’s, I would jump at the chance. But 
then, as the picture byline will confirm, I 
am not Harman. Doesn’t the fact of her 
being a Labour front-bencher change 
things? Doesn't it make things worse? 

She is not enjoying a privilege for her 
own family that she would takeaway from 
other people’s if she got into power. St 
Olave's would almost certainly still exist as 

Labour’s rage at Hannan 
has not been pretty 


a selective grammar school after a decade 
of Labour government because, despite 
David Blunkett’s "Tea d my lips" dermnd- 
ation of selection at the party conference, 
the party has dedded to keep selective 
grammar schools where that is what the 
local voters want. 

Harman’s hypocrisy certainly is not of 
that gold-plated, tripIe-A variety. The 
problem is rather that Labour MPs main- 
tain that selection is bad for eveiyone and 
that comprehensives are good - not jpust for 
society, but for all children. And the Har- 
man-Dromeys, like many other parents, 
dearly do not believe iL There is a gap, in 
short, between Labour policy and the pre- 
judices of milli ons of people. The problem 
for the pro-comprehensive majority in the 
Labour Party is that it cannot achieve its 
stated aim. It will not take on the vocal 
power of the grammar school lobby. And 
it cannot take on the private schools 
because Britain subscribes to international 
obligations setting out the right to choose 
an independent education. 

So enough of the middle dasses exdude 
themselves, paying through private school 
fees or higher mortgages to ensure that 


“comprehensives” are really ‘^partial 
particularly in the inner cities. Labour is 
well aware 1 of this but has no plausible 
answer. Moral exhortation is useless. If 
Labour MPs will not be exhorted, precious 
few other'people will feel any obligation. 
Labour hopes that extra spending and a 
change in ethos will improve the state 
schools. Which is fine; except that it will 
' notpromise extra spending. 

The Conservatives gleefully claim it all 
as a vindication of their school reforms. But 
the truth is that government policy is 
equally muddled. For most parents, the 
“choice” at the core of Tory policy is a big 
lie. Selection of pupils fay schools and the 
tough squeeze on extra places are destroy- 
ing what little choice is left in the system. 

The Tories have become the defenders 
of socially divided education without actu- 
ally having the courage to say so. Conserv- 
ative MPs claim their inrention is to cre- 
ate “excellent’’ state schools, yet few would 
dream of sending their children to them. 

The disastrous truth which the Harman 
case should rim home to every thinking 
voter is that with both big parties proclaim- 
ing education to be their priority and the 
election looming, neither has a plausible 
or intellectually credible policy for state 
schooling. 

In defending Harman, Blair acted char- 
acteristically by putting his own position so 
publicly on the line. He is Icyal to his 
friends and self-certain to the point of rash- 
ness. Now, though, he needs to move on 
from defending a friend lore thinking the 
policy. In a few days’ time he is due to mate 
a major speech on soda] issues. He should 
rip it up and try, instead, a speech which 
confronts honestly and thoughtfully the 
real dilemmas of schooling in Britain. 

If so, he could and should give indica- 
tions of alternative ways forward. There are 
some. A voucher system, for instance, 
could be heavily biased in favour of low- 
income families so that the daughter of a 
single parent on welfare would get a 
voucher worth, say, five times as much as 
a middle-class child. This would blur the 
gnarled and ciass-bound lines which scar 
British education, and state funding would 
flow to where it was needed most. Schools 
in deprived areas or specialising in lower 
achievers would be able to afford to buy 
in specialist teachers on high salaries. 

This episode bas been too bad for Lab- 
our to talk of silver linings. For the party 
there are none; (hiring the past few days 
all Its old vices have been on show. But if 
he encouraged Blair to think again about 
schools, the rest of us could yet have cause 
to raise a glass to Little Joe, wbose politi- 
cian parents behaved like parents -and not 
like politicians. 
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T he true hypocrisy over selection in 
schools does not lie in Harriet Har- 
man’s torn maternal heart; it lies at the 
heart of Labour's education policy. The 
hypocrisy lies in the fact that Lhe not-yet- 
modernised Blairite party professes to 
believe in an aspirational. meritocratic soci- 
ety, while remaining bound by its ankles to 
a discredited comprehensive ideal. 

Comprehensive schooling is the ideal 
form in a liberal democracy. The benefits 
for mutual understanding, for social cohe- 


sion. for not splitting the community into 
antagonistic bands of privilege and resent- 
ment, are ringingly obvious. Moreover, 
comprehensive schools should in principle 
be more able to respond to the varied tal- 
ents that make up every individual. 

The problem is that in practice it doesn't 
work. It doesn't work widely and well 
enough for any modern political party to 
sell it as a panacea. 

I am as emotionally bound up in the com- 
ehensive ideal as anyone in my compre- 
nsively educated generation. 1 was proud 
to belong to that first band of kids who were 
not artificially separated into a small group 
of academically able and the less able 
remainder. But what I actually learnt, aca- 
demically, was disgracefully poorer than it 
should have been. I succeeded, in the end. 
in spite of it. And I was not failed by indi- 
vidual teachers -my teachers were, in sev- 
eral fondly remembered cases, superhu- 
man. It was the ideal that failed because it 
expected them all to be superhuman. 

My generation are today's parents of 
young children, for whom the Hannan 
dilemma is an urgent, de fining kaie for the 
politics of the Nineties. And if new Labour 
does not tackle that, honestly and openly, 
it will not deserve the appellation "new”. 

The problem is that the long and divi- 
sive course of our 30-year comprehensive 
experiment has shown that most schools 
cannot live up to the egalitarian dream. 
The best do. Good comprehensives are 
wonderful, inspiring institutions: but they 
are in a minority, and we cannot rest our 
hopes for the future on the fantasy that 
somehow the rest can be brought up to that 
high standard by wishful thinking. 


Why have comprehensives foiled? The 
answer lies in (he impossibility of their 
ambition. My father fought hard as a 
politician during (he Sixties and Seventies 
to bring about the introduction of com- 
prehensive schools because he (as a one- 
nation, grammar school-educated Ibiy) 
believed that the separation of children at 
the age of 11 into sheep and goats created 
a terrible social chasm. Moreover, he 
believed that less able children would 
gain from mixing with academically and 
socially aspirant children. But he never 
thought children should all be bundled 
together as one: he knew that compre- 
hensives would not work unless teachers 
differentiated among pupils within them. 


Labour should stop 
incanting a flawed ideal 


He was right. Comprehensive schooling 
does provide children with a broader social 
experience, and sometimes talent rubs off. 
But, face it, mostly it didn't work out like 
that. The parental and pupil culture in the 
overwhelming majority of state schools 
today is anti-asp irational. Instead of most 
pupils being lifted to the ambitions of the 
best, the test pupils come under heavy 
social pressure to scale their efforts down 
to the ambitions of the average. 

If steering children with different apti- 
tudes into different schools were as a mat- 
ter of course socially divisive and educa- 
tionally destructive, why is it that Germany 
is more socially cohesive, has a narrower 
range of wealth, is less politically divided 
and consistently outstrips Britain's educa- 
tional performance? The Germans sepa- 
rate children (albeit at a later age), as do 
the French. But they don’t separate them 
down one tunnel that says “Clever” and 
another lhat says “Stupid", on the basis of 
a one-off test They separate them into aca- 
demically able, and technically able, and 
able aL all kinds of other things, by assess- 
ing them carefully throughout their school- 
ing years. And children move betw een one 


failure 


school and another they are not con- 
demned, as many post-war Britons were, 
to a second-rate secondary modern. 

Thigicaily, in Britain, the 11-plus still 
defines the argument because we are st> 


But it does not have to be like that. 
Labour should stop incanting a flawed 
ideal and think radically about how to rein- 
vent state schooling. In so doing, Tony Blair 
needs to win education professionals, as 
well as parents, to a new approach. 

What is the real objective? Surely it mu si 
be to create a schooling system that can mee; 
the diverse expectations of a diverse popu- 
lation. We need schools of many kinds, not 
just one comprehensive kind, or two selec- 
tive kinds. In large urban areas, where chil- 
dren can easily travel to a variety of schools, 
it is surely good to encourage differences 
One school might have a particular religious 
orientation; another might have a famous ar. 
department on which it lavishes resources: 
another might be superbly technicalh 
endowed. None of this undermines quality 

And in less densely populated areas, 
where parents in practice have a choice 
between one or two schools, selection is 
possible witkin schools: children can be 
grouped according to aptitude, enthusiasm, 
effort and commitment 

Some comprehensive schools do stream . 
by form, or subject or both. But mam 
more are too trapped in the mixed-ability 
mind-set to contemplate a different 
approach. They need to let go of their oJc 
verities and look at the inspectors’ and aca- 
demics’ evidence that has mounted over 
many years in favour of grouping pupils b» 
ability, or by their willingness to learn. 

It is no accident that so much fuss has 
been made about Ms Hannan's decision: 
education is the new Labour litmus test. L 
Mr Blair going to create an ambitions, striv- 
ing* achieving society, eager and enthusi- 
astic to learn? Or is he going to reirencl 
the pointless argument Lhat has distracted 
us for far too long? 

COUN HUGHES 

The writer is former education editor 
of the ' Independent * 
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Bradford & Bingley triggers mortgage war 


nic cicum 

Building societies yesterday 
began hoisting defences against 
hostile takeover bids as the 
Bradford & Bindley cut mort- 
gages rates and raised the return 
to savers. The Nationwide 
promised to follow suit within 
weeks. 

Bradford & Bingley, the fifth- 
(argesi building society, cut the 
cost of its home loans to a new 
low of 7.24 per cent 

The society's bonus to its 1-9 
million members, including a 
pledge of better savings rates, 
sparked expectations of a fresh 
mortgage price war with other 
lender;. 

Its move prompted Nation- 
wide, the largest society after 
Halifax, to say that it too would 
introduce a “loyalty" package 
for its 8 million members. 

Brian Davis, chief executive 
at Nationwide, said of his own 
society's plans: “We will know 
where we stand by our year-end 
in April. That will be the time 
for us to introduce any appro- 
priate changes. 

“We have been working care- 
fully. trying to make sure that 
our capital reserves were sound 
before making a decision.’' He 
added that Nationwide planned 
to remain competitive as far as 
mortgage rales were concerned. 

John" Wriglesworth, director 


of strategy at Bradford &. Bin- 
gley. said: * We think that build- 
ing societies that opt for pic 
status are making a One-way de- 
cision to sell off the family ai_ 
ver. This will leave their 
customers eating off paper 
plates in the future. Wfe ate giv- 
ing them silverware, china and 
the best cuisine for the fore- 
seeable future.” 

However, Halifax and Abbey 
National, who have led earlier 
mortgage-cutting moves, said 
yesterday they were not plan- 
ning to follow Bradford & Btn- 
gley’s example yet. 

Bradford & Bingley’s give- 
back. expected to reduce its 
profits by £50m a year, cuts the 
cost of an average £50,000 
mortgage by about £10 a month. 

Over a typical 25-year loan 
period, an interest-only bor- 
rower would save £2,800. Over 
five years, new and existing 
borrowers will pay about £550 
less. The new rates take effect 
on 1 March. 

Savers will also benefit by the 
society’s pledge to keep rates at 
an average of 0.25 per cent more 
than its key competitors. 

“This announcement demon- 
strates the benefits of mutual- 
ity in action Geoffrey Lister, 
chief executive of the society, 
said. 

Yorkshire Building Society, 
which offered a similar package 


to its 1 million members laa Oc- 
tober, and Britannia, about to 
launch its own Loyalty bonuses, 
welcomed Bradford & Bingley s 
move. Its decision follows a se- 
ries of takeovers and mergers of 
building societies. 

Cheltenham & Gloucester 
and National & Provincial have 
been taken over by banks. 

Last year, Halifax and Leeds 
Permanent merged and will 
de-mutualise in April 1997. 
Woolwich plans to follow suit 
shortly after that. An an- 
nouncement from Alliance & 
Leicester is imminent 

Mr Wriglesworth said: “In the 
1990s, we had better rates than 
the banks but we also had to 
face the fact that the housing 
market had collapsed. We 
needed to build up our re- 
serves and have been doing so 
for the last five years. We can 
now give back some of our 
profits. We had planned a com- 
plicated system based on long- 
term loyalty bonuses, but some 
of our members said to us that 
they might be dead by then.” 

Rob Thomas, building soci- 
ety analyst at UBS, the Swiss 
banking group, said: “Having ar- 
gued for a long time that soci- 
eties that wanted to stay mutual 
needed to do some dung like 
this, I am not surprised by such 
a move. I can see this 
momentum in bits and 



tortgage rales were concerned. Yorkshire Building Society, a move. I can see this gaining - t: ~ 1 J 

John" Wriglesworth, director which offered a similar package momentum m bits and bobs.” Testing the waters: Brian Davis (left) of Nationwide and Geoffrey Lister, chief executive, of 6radford & Bingley 
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NIGEL COPE 

WH Smith's new chief executive. 
Bill Cockbum, pledged yester- 
day to shake up the company's 
sleepy, under-achieving culture 
in a series of moves that could 
involve large-scale redundancies 
at the beleaguered retailer. 

Announcing a slump in half- 
year profits from £45m to £17m. 
Mr Cockbum criticised poor 


cost control and weak ac- 
countability, saying the company 
needed to hit targets and bud- 
gets “rather than conjuring up 
excuses for missing them”. 

He said that the profit per- 
formance was “unsatisfactory” 
and warned that second-half 
profits were unlikely to exceed 
last year's £70m. Describing 
the company’s culture as “cosy 
and complacent“. he said: 


"Sometimes you get that in old 
mature businesses that think 
they have a God-given tight to 
survive.” Mr Cockbum declined 
to give details on possible job 
cuts but said: “If that’s what's 
necessary, that’s what will be 
done” WH Smith has 23.000 
workers world-wide, of whom 
around 20,000 are in the UK. 

Mr Cockbum, who joined 
WH Smith from the Royal Mail 


at the beginning of the year, said 
he wanted the group to capitalise 
on the strength of its brand 
name and to be more pro-active. 
It should be able to take ad- 
vantage of the collapse of the 
Net Book Agreement, which 
used to govern book prices. The 
group has increased book sales 
by 9 per cent since the end of 
the agreement in October. 

Analysis praised Mr Cock- 


bum's seatiments but said he 
needed to address the problems 
at Do It All. the group’s DIY 
joint venture with Boots, which 
recorded a loss of £7.7m in the 
six months to 2 December and 
sales 3-2 per cent lower than the 
same period last year. 

Mr Cockbum refused to be 
drawn oq details ahead of his 
strategic review, which will not 
be completed until the spring. 


Sir Rocco stuns 
Gty with Forte 
buyout plan 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Sir Rocco Forte last night 
stunned the City with a pro- 
posed leveraged buyout of the 
Forte hotel empire from 
Granada. The assets, which in- 
clude luxury hotels in Britain 
and overseas, are worth £Z5bn 
according to Forte’s own fig- 
ures. 

Analysts warned that the 
new company would be highly 
leveraged in a sector that 
demands huge injections of 
capital. 

Bu t few were completely sur- 
prised by the dramatic move, 
pointing out that Sir Rocco had 
made it dear he intended to re- 
turn to the hotels business, 
possibly through a bid for some 
of the Forte hotels that Grana- 
da will sell to help pay off the 
£2.5bn in debt it took on to fi- 
nance its £3.8bn hostile offer, 
which was declared uncondi- 
tional on Tuesday. 

Forte's advisers include SBC 
Warburg. Cazenove, Morgan 
Stanley. LIBS and JP Morgan. 
According to Forte, financial dis- 
cussions have been encouraging. 
If successtul, the group could 
seek a stock marketing listing. 

A concrete proposal is to be 
made within a few weeks, Sir 
Rocco said last night. Granada 
has already lined up several po- 
tential buyers for the hotels 
business, and is expected to dri- 
ve a hard bargain. ITT-Shera- 
loiu Bass, Accor and Marriott 
are among the possible buyers. 
According to Forte's own fig- 
ures, the assets targeted in the 
LBO are worth about £2 Jbn. 
but carry about £lbn in debt. 

Sir Rocco, along with his 
sister, Olga Polizzi. are be- 


lieved to particularly covet the 
Waldorf-Astoria hotel and the 
Meridien chain. If successful, 
the LBO would also give them 
the Exclusive Hotels and 12 
other hotels in London. 

Ironically, they would use 
some of the £30Qm the Forte 
family wd] receive from Grana- 
da when they tender their own 
shares. Sir Rocco is also likely 
to receive about £200,000 as 
compensation for the breaking 
of his management contract. 

All told. Granada is selling 
assets worth £2bn, including its 
stake in the Savoy Group of ho- 
tels. Mr Robinson plans to 
meet the Savoy management by 
next week to discuss an order- 
ly disposal of the shares. 

Separately, sources at Whit- 
bread rubbished reports that it 
had failed to support Forte in 
a last-ditch effort to keep the 
hotels group independent. 
According to the reports, 
Whitbread, which had agreed 
to buy Forte's restaurants and 
budget hotels for £lbn if the 
Granada offer was resisted, 
was meant to buy Forte shares 
in the market and to offer up 
to 400p to buy the pivotal 14 per 
cent stake held by Mercury 
Asset Management 

Whitbread is now expected to 
bid for Forte's Welcome Break 
motorway service areas, which 
are being sold by Granada. 

Granada said i! might over- 
turn the £l22m sale of the 
White Hart hotel chain to Re- 
gal Hotels, announced just be- 
fore Forte succumbed to 
Granada’s £3.8bn bid, because 
the deal was not done on a cash 
basis. “In the round, we are un- 
enthusiastic about anything but 
cash,” Mr Robinson said. 


Golden handcuffs for Grand Met director 


NIGEL COPE 

Grand Metropolitan, the food 
and drinks group which has 
developed a reputation for rich- 
ly rewarding its directors, has 
issued a “golden handcuffs” 
contract to its latest board- 
room appoint men L 
Paul Walsh, an American 
who looks after the group’s 
Pillsbury business in the US and 
who was appointed to the main 
Grand Met board in October, 
will be a paid a lump sum of 
$750,000 plus interest 2 be is still 
in the company's employment 
in seven years. This is in addi- 
tion to his $910,000 annual 
salary. 


The company said: “Basical- 
ly it is golden handcuffs with a 
□on-compete and gagging 
clause. He is running one of the 
best US food companies and we 
need to keep up with rival lev- 
els of compensation.” 

Under the terms Mr Walsh 
qualifies for the payment as long 
as he undertakes not to join a 
competing food group within 18 
months or divulge details of the 
company's operations within 
that time. 

He does not receive the 
payment if he leaves the com- 
pany within seven years. 

Details of the “seven-year 
itch" scheme follow a year dur- 
ing which Grand Met has paid 


compensation payments to- 
talling £1 Jm to two directors 
who left the company. Ian Mar- 
tin, who left the company to be- 
come chairman of Unigate, was 
paid £557,458. 

David Nash was paid 
£790,000. the company con- 
firmed yesterday, when he lost 
out to John McGrath in the bat- 
tle for the position of chief 
executive. 

At the other end of the pay 
scale, the company last month 
paid £106.000 in compenstion 
to 900 of its Burger King staff 
who were told to clock off on 
unpaid breaks whenever the 
outlets were quiet. 

Meanwhile, Scantronic, the 


Holiday 
blushes 
for tour 

operator 

ed record profits of 

found itself in an embam^mg 

situation vesterday over a letter 
written to its Cypriot hoteliers 
that spells out reasons for pay- 
ments delays. 

The letter, which appears to 
have been signed by the finance 
director of the tour operating 
subsidiary, Steve Kjay.wpkuns 
that payments problems nave 
occurred for several reasons, m- 
ciudinc an accounting problem. 

Theletter describes the prob- 
lems caused by poor trading 
conditions in the industry’, air- 
craft leasine payments which 
have to be paid in order to en- 
sure the continued expansion of 
the company's holiday pro- 
gramme. and disappointing ear- 
ly bookings for 1996. 

The letter concludes: “If you 
are one of the Hoteliers or 
Apartment owners which has an 
amount of money outstanding 
from unpaid invoices we do 
apologise ... we would ask you 
to bear with us over ibe next few 
months and wish to assure you 
that everything posable Is being 
done to improve this situation.” 

The letter continued: “many 
in the travel industry have de- 
scribed the 1995 tradingvear as 
being one of the worst on 
record The public’s demand for 
holidays at lower prices and for 
heavy discounts to incentives 
bookings hit tour operators' 
margins and profits.” 

Paul Jackson, the finance di- 
rector. said the leaking of the 
letter “makes me very very an- 
giy“. -The company has £55m 
in the bank and made £7. 7m in 
pre-tax profits. These are the 
facts,” he said. He said letter was 
erroneous and that it should not 
have been sent at all. He said 
it was written by a junior mem- 
ber of staff and added of Mr 
Keay that ”1 do not believe he 
saw if. 


WH Smith’s profits for the see 
months to December were 
down from £45m co £1 7m. Sales 
rose from £1.2bn to £13bn. 

Operating profits at the core 
WH Smith chain fell from £26m 
to £12m. partly doe to previ- 
ously announced provisions. 
The rham has struggled against 
competition from the specialist 
music and booksellers and the 
supermarkets. Like-for-like 


sales were 2.6 per cent higher. 

Profits al Waterstones, the 
bookseller, improved from £3m 
U>£5m while Virgin Our Price, 
the music and video chain that 
makes most profit in the second 
half, reported profits of £L6m. 
compared with a loss of £800.000 
last year. The interim dividend 
was maintained at 5.25p.The 
shares were unchanged at 407p. 

Investment Column, page 18 


security alarms firm, revealed 
yesterday a £780,000 payout to 
former chief executive Chris 
Brookes hit profits. The payout 
followed Scantronic's takeover 
last November by Menvier 
Swain. 

Together with the cost of 
closing Scantronics's head- 
quarters. the pay-off has caused 
a £lm exceptional charge that 
will wipe out any profits made 
in the second half to ApriL 

Mr Brookes had been on a 
five-year contract until Scant- 
ronic’s board negotiated it down 
to three years shortly before the 
£10.5m takeover. 

He was on a salary of 
£210,000 plus pension contri- 


butions at 15 per cent of salary, 
at a time when Scantronic bad 
fallen heavily into loss. 

Menvier said it will also be 
writing down the value of Scant- 
ronic slock on its balance sheet 
by £4m in the second half. 

Mr Brookes' payout was not 
the only one to hit Menvier 
Swain. 

Just before Christinas the 
firm also paid a sum believed to 
be £250,000 to settle a lawsuit 
with the former finance direc- 
tor Ray Dias. 

Mr Dias left the company af- 
ter pressure from institutions 
when Scantronic hit trading 
problems amid mounting debt 
in July 1994. 


Inspirations 
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Bad news: The letter at the 
heart of the matter 


Gardner tipped as 
British Gas chief 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

British Gas concluded a round 
of sweeping boardroom changes 
with the appointment as group 
finance director of Philip Hamp- 
ton, the 42-year-old finance 
director of British Steel. Mr 
Hampton succeeds Roy Gard- 
ner, who has taken on a much 
wider brief and is increasingly re- 
garded as the eventual replace- 
ment for the chief executive, 
Cedric Brown, now seen as the 
last of the old guard. - 
Mr Gardner, who joined 
from GEC in late 1994, takes on 
the formidable responsibility 
of renegotiating long-term con- 
tracts with North Sea produc- 
ers. which are forcing the 
company to buy much more gas 
than it can sell, often at prices 
above those available in the 
market today. At the same 
time, he will be in charge of the 
gas supply business at a time 


when the domestic market is be- 
ing opened up to competition 
from rivals, including offshore 
companies and electricity firms. 

British Gas also confirmed 
that John Whybrew would join 
the board from Shell, in the 
newly created role of director 
for strategic planning and cor- 
porate affairs. A spokeswoman 
said that Peter Sanguinetti, the 
director for corporate affairs, 
would continue in his role and 
report to Mr Whybrew. 

Mr Hampton, who is highly 
regarded by City analysts, re- 
ceives a £70,000 golden hello in 
addition to his £295,000 salary. 
The up-front payment is to 
compensate him for loss of 
share options at British Steel, 
where his package of pay and 
bonus was almost £290,000. 

Mr Whybrew’s salary is 
£275.000 and. as with Mr 
Hampton and other British 
Gas directors, he receives nei- 
ther bonuses nor share options. 


SPA fines Panmure 
over fraud worth £3m 


JOHN WILLCOCK 

Financial Correspondent 

Panmure Gordon, the stock- 
broker, has been fined £50,000 
phis costs of £10,000 and severely 
reprimanded by the Securities 
and Futures Authority (SFA) 
over a £3m fraud by a former 
employee. 

The SFA yesterday criticised 
Panmure for “inadequate pro- 
tection of clients’ assets, for fail- 
ure in its control of its internal 
affairs and for failing to ade- 
quately train and properly su- 
pervise its staff.” 

The City regulator also 
banned the fraudster con- 
cerned, Jeremy Gray, from fur- 
ther investment business and 
ordered him to pay costs of 
£4,000. Last October Mr Gray 
was jailed for six years after be- 
ing convicted of stealing more 
than £3m. Gray, 27, laundered 
shares owned by his father and 
the British Heart Foundation. 


He did this while working as an 
assistant to a director in Pan- 
mure 's private client stock- 
broking department. 

Panmure discovered the 
frauds in the spring of 1994, sev- 
en years after Gray joined the 
firm. Panmure immediately in- 
formed the SEA and the police. 

Gray, of Claphara, south 
London, was convicted last 
October of theft, false ac- 
counting and handling stolen 
goods. Panmure is still trying to 
recover money from accounts in 
Denmark, the Netherlands and 
Austria. 

The SFA said that in January 
1994 Mr Gray directed that 
around £55,000 held by Pan- 
mure on behalf of a client 
should be transferred to a Lux- 
embourg account. In the fol- 
lowing month Gray directed the 
transfer of £3m of stock held in 
a “depot” account in New York, 
on behalf of another client, to 
a third party in New York. 
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Postgraduate 

Courses 


As the only official sponsors 
of the 1 996 University of 
LondonPostgraduate Fair, 
The Independent is running a 
postgraduate course feature 
in Section Two, with specific 
editorial, details on the fair 
and pages of courses. 


See Pages 16 - 21 
Section Two 


For further information call 
the Courses Team on 
0171 293 2298 
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Wait till we see the colour of Rocco’s money 


'Back comes the Forte 
family with a highly 
leveraged bid 
designed to buy 
precisely the same 
assets Granada now 
needs to sell. How 
much simpler and less 
costly if they had all 
sat down and done 
this in the first place?’ 


Shuu , M wc liikc Sir Rocw 
his The^ m M ^ U l"" of 

ri.«man,ic as wjn * *pl«:iuliilly 

months s makin S ‘he lust two 

He >cvm Vu rIy C, ’ nlCS,t J takeover hal- 

lh " lrc 1,1 absurd. 

° lL Gra,lad a hills £3.8bn 

m dLsixw.-kf l ° ma L C lhe hid Wl>rtc ‘t needs 
£SSS r ^" 1 ‘»« *h»n£2hn utusscis. Then 
wiih FL ’ ne fajnil - v - in conjunction 

w h IS? and JP Morgan of the US 
precisd^ cvera 8 cd h» d designed in buy 
n£ik . * l S C s ? mc ***** as Granada now 
Stvhni' ~ l , h ^ M o ridien chain ' lhc E* c| w- 

S mni r ' s i”, d ,hc Savo - v slak <--- How much 
.S , n ? lcss a,M, - v if ll, ey had all sat I 
w^2t, ,nd d ' ,nL ‘ ,hls jn lhtr place? i 
,f r 11 L ~ ,n he made to work depends 
critically on whai Sir Roccu «in and w 
prepared to pay. If he can pay the asset 
alue attributed to these properties in the 
defence then Granada may fed obliged 
1 deal. Until WC see the collar of Fortes 
money however, the offer looks like little 
more than the bravado of a defeated 
man. 

McAlpine shows way 
out of insanity 

sphere's nothing like a bid tu galvanise oth- 
X erwtse bumbling management. Share- 
holders in Alfred McAlpine, including die 
increasingly peeved McAlpine family trusts. 


can probably thank Amec's half-hearted 
approach at the end of last year for kick- 
starting yesterdays withdrawal from the cut- 
throat construction market. 

Investors in the most oversupplied, inef- 
ficient sector lo clutter British industry 
must wonder what else has to be done to per- 
suade McAlpine's peers u> follow suit. Only 
in contracting could an indusuy-wide 
turnover of around £50bn result in an aggre- 
gate loss. 

The outlook fur the sector is hardly 
encouraging. Total output fell by 3 per cent 
in 1995 and forecasts suggest it is unlikely 
lo recover until 1997. The worst of it is in 
the heavier end of the sector, which is being 
clobbered by the Government’s insistence on 
sacrificing infrastructure to a housing and 
consumer recovery. At the same lime, low 
inflation means continuing cost-cutting is the 
only answer for materials companies. 

The recent asset swap between Tarmac 
and Wimpey and Kvaemcr's bid for Amec 
added a degree of excitement to a sector that 
has otherwise been a dead loss for four years. 
But amid \he recent action it is easy lo for- 
get just how rare such moves are in the con- 
tracting business. Beside the recent excite- 
ment at Amec, there have only been two 
hostile takeover bids in this sector in Lhe Iasi 
10 years ( YJ Lovell for Higgs & Hill and Lil- 
ley for Tilbury); both failed and the aggres- 
sors went on to suffer severe Lrading'prob- 
fems with Liliey eventually going bust. 

There are several reasons why the insan- 


ity of construction is hard to cure, lhe abun- 
dance of small players means reducing 
capacity among the larger contractors has Ut- 
ile effect. With no assets to talk of. con- 
tractors’ balance sheets are difficult to 
value, putting off potential bidders. More- 
over. merging two companies rarely 
increases the chances of winning big con- 
tracts. Where there were once two bidders 
for the contract, there is now just one. The 
normal rationale for mergers (one and one 
making three) is reversed. 

So. McAlpine is right, the only way to 
solve the mess is to pull out altogether. 
Whether increasing the company’s relative 
exposure to civil engineering and house- 
building is the answer remains to be seen, 
but at least the company has shown the dis- 
gruntled McAlpine family trusts that it is 
doing something. 

German model 
loses its looks 

A ngsl is a national condition in Germany, 
-f"\so the self-doubt that has crept into this 
great powerhouse of the European economy 
is hardly new. For once, however, Germany 
is right to worry. There is little doubt that 
economically things are going badly wrong. 
The effectiveness of the German govern- 
ment’s response to this looming crisis will be 
watched closely by a wider world, not least 
in the UK, where the German model is seen 


I is the main inspiration for Tony Blair's stake- 
holder economy. 

I f »iff Daimler-Benz, the German economy 
I shows svmptoms of overload. Following the 
rise in unemployment to nearly 10 per cent, 
the government has now downgraded its 
projection for growth this year to only 1.5 
per cent. Not only has Germany substantially 
overshot the Maastricht budget deficit/GDP 
ratio of 3 per cent, it is set to crash through 
i the debt/GDP ratio of efl per cent. 

The unexpected economic slowdown that 
started last year is the main cause. That in 
turn was helped on its way by the appreci- 
ation of the mark to record levels against the 
dollar last spring. But what added salt to the 
wound was a big jump in wages, with a two- 
year inflation-busting deal in the key engi- 
neering sector. This is dearly proving loo 
much foT many companies, given the strong 
real appreciation of the mark in the 1990s. 

Some relief has come from the Bundes- 
bank. with three half-point cuts in the dis- 
count rate last year. Yesterdays further eas- 
ing in the repo raie sent a strong signal that 
Decembers discount rate reduction to 3 per 
cent may not he the lasu A further reduc- 
tion to 2 j 5 per cent - something that has only 
occurred once before - oow seems odds-on. 

AsTheo Waigd. the German finance min- 
ister. conceded at the Group of Seven 
meeting in Paris last weekend, the rigidity 
of European labour markets is itself a cause 
of slow growth. Ambitious plans agreed by 
the government and both sides of industry 


to halve unemployment by the end of the 
century are an advance in the right direction 
for they include more flexible working 
hours, the use of temporary jobs and the 

expansion of part-time jobs. Collective bar- 
gaining between employers’ organisations 
and unions will remain the cornerstone of 
lhe German labour market, however. 

Those in favour of the German system say 
that wage co-ordination and direction help 
to keep down unemployment. The argu- 
ment is that if the Bundesbank raises inter- 
est rales. Germany doesn’t have to go 
through the pain of recession to bring down 
wages negotiators will instead take pre-emp- 
tive action. By contrast, the sorry post-war 
experience of the UK is that in an uncoordi- 
nated set-up, workers have to feel the bum 
before they're willing to ease up on demands 
for higher wages. 

But just because something has worked in 
the past doesn’t mean to say it will always 
I work. Kenneth Clarke has taken lhe offen- 
sive on lhe great jobs debate, arguing that 
the flexible labour market is proving more 
effective in cutting unemployment than the 
rigid systems in Continental Europe. In the 
run-up to the Group of Seven jobs summit 
in Ulle this spring, the spotlight is bound to 
swing onto the jobs crisis on the Continent. 
The Germans were always going lo stick by 
their system - it has served them well. Yet 
while lhe German model has proved its 
worth in the past, it looks a less attractive 
guide to the future. 


Monopolies chief seeks 
to bypass ministers 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

Graeme Odgers, chairman of 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission, said yesterday 
that the Office of Fair Trading 
should be allowed to make di- 
red references of mergers to the 
MMC, reducing the ability of 
ministers to intervene in 
takeover battles. 

His proposal would shift the 
balance of power from politi- 
cians to officials and radically 
change the background to City 
takeovers, where ministerial 
decisions on references are of- 
ten crucial to the outcome. 

It follows a similar call by 
John Bridgeman. the director 
general of fair trading, who 
said before Christmas that there 
was a case for giving him the 
right to bypass ministers in 
making merger references. 

Mr Odgers said the present 
system ’‘arguably introduces a 
political input aL too early a 
stage of the regulatory process”. 

The two most senior compe- 
tition officials have unveiled 
their proposals as the Govern- 
ment draws up a detailed con- 
sultative document on changes 
in competition policy, which is 
lo he published in the spring But 
the Department of “Bade and 
Industry said there were no 
plans lo change present arrange- 
ments for merger references. 

These arc currently made 
only by the Secretary of State 
for Trade and Industry, after re- 
ceiving advice from the direc- 
tor general of fair trading. 

The vast majority of recom- 
mendations by the OFT to re- 
fer takeovers are in practice 
accepted by the DTI, but the re- 



Power shift: Graeme Odgers’ proposals for merger references to bypass ministers 
would radically change the background to City takeovers 


fusals tend to be high-profile 
and politically sensitive cases. 

The OFT said that since 1976 
the government had overturned 
OFT recommendations 19 
times, including once under 
Mr Bridgeman, when Ian Lang, 
President of the Board oflrade, 
rejected an inquiry into the 
takeover of Noiweb by North 
West Waler. Recommendations 
by his predecessor. Sir Bryan 
Carsberg. were overturned 
three times. In one of them, the 
GEC bid for VSEL. the sub- 
marine-builder. Sir Bryan said 
there were no competition 
grounds for a reference - but 
the Government sent the bid to 
the MMC on public interest 
grounds. 

Mr Odgers said that even af- 
ter giving the OFT the right to 
make direct references, ministers 
should retain the power to make 
their own merger references. 


If the move to direct refer- 
ences were accepted, it would 
bring merger cases into line with 
monopolies law, where the 
OFT already sends cases to the 
MMC without going through 
ministers firsL 

With monopolies references, 
the Government also has the 
power to veto a reference made 
by the OFT. But ministers are 
likely to find that aveto imposed 
after a decision by the OFT is 
harder to justify in public than 
the present system, in which 
ministers simply reject advice. 

Mr Odgers also called on the 
Government to embark quick- 
ly on a number of reforms of 
competition law. But he made 
dear that he rejected proposals 
for a radical change that would 
merge the OFT and the MMC 
into a single body and bring 
British monopolies law in line 
with European practices. 


Mr Odgers backed a 
strengthening of the investiga- 
tive powers of the OFT and also 
giving it powers to put an im- 
mediate stop to some anti- 
competitive practices such as 
predatory pricing. 

At the moment, no action can 
be taken until after inquiries are 
completed, and sometimes the 
businesses affected have col- 
lapsed by then. 

Mr Odgers said the Govern- 
ment had also recognised the 
need to replace the Restrictive 
Trade Practices Act with legis- 
lation on the lines of Article 85 
of the TJ-eaty of Rome. “I would 
like to see these changes im- 
plemented quickly” he added. 

The Government has been 
promising action for several 
years but there was no legisla- 
tion in the Queen's Speech and 
the next step is only a govern- 
ment paper. 


Imports push 
non-EU deficit 
up by £2.4bn 


IN BRIEF 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

_ Britain's deficit in trade with 

* countries outside the EU 

soared by £2.4bn to £7 .5bn last 
year, despite a record surplus on 
trade in cars. Yesterday’s figure 
suggested that the full trade 
deficit for 1995. due next week, 
is likely to be more than £12bn, 
compared with £10.7bn the 
previous year. 

The biggest-ever deficit wrth 
North America, at more than 
flJSbn, lay behind the weaker 
non-EU trade performance. The 
gap between imports and exports 
turned £2bn for the worse as the 
US economy slowed. 

Imports of ■intermediate 
goods such as microchips and 
electronic components surged, 
and there were also unusually 
high imports of silver in the sec- 
ond half of the year. 

However, there was an 
£800m surplus on trade in cars, 
the highest since lhe scries 
began. Thanks to a 25 per cent 
jump in exports, this was twice 
the previous year's surplus. 

The overall gap widened to 
£6I3m in December, up from 
£436m. Even so. the figure was 
better than expected and City 
economists suggested that the 
_ trend could be stabilising. 

“ The volume of imports - ex- 
cluding oil and erratic items - 
jumped 6 percent in the month, 
compared with a 1-5 per cent 
rise in exports. But their growth 


has been similar over the past 
three months taken together. 

“Underlying export volumes 
are back on a clearly upwards 
trend.” said Kevin Darlington, 
an economist at the brokers 
Hoare Govett. 

During 1995 as a whole there 
was a 6 per cent increase in ex- 
port volumes, with imports up 
5 per cent. There were partic- 
ularly big advances in imports 
of food, beverages and tobacco 

-mainly meat and fruit and veg- 
etables - and finished man- 
ufactures. 

Imports of basic materials 
and semi-finished manufactures 
were high er year-on-year, but 
fell sharply during the last quar- 
ter of the "year. 

Michael Saunders. UK econ- 
omist at Salomon Brothers, said 
this fitted with survey evidence 
that finns were cutting back 
stock levels, which bad built up 
rapidly earlier in the year. 

Import prices rose signifi- 
cantly more than export prices 
due to the surge in commodity 
prices earlier in the year and the 
pound's decline. 

Import prices were II per 
cent higher than in 1994, com- 
pared with a 6 per cent increase 
in export prices. 

Some analysts suggested that 
British exporters had taken ad- 
vantage of the fall in the pound 
last year to build profit margins 
rather than sales. If so, exports 
could be hit by weaker growth 
overseas this year. 


Optimism on rates sends Dow soaring 

Hopes that US interest rates will fall next week were boosted yes- 
terday by weaker-than-expected figures for industrial output in 
December. The news drove the Dow Jones industrials index up 
more than 50 points to a record 5 ,242.48 by late morning before 
retreating slightly, writes Diane Coyle. 

Treasury bonds gain more than half a point. Separate figures 
showing Japan's annual trade surplus with America had shrunk 
for the first time for five years took the dollar to its highest level 
for nearly two years. It rose more than a yen to ¥106.95 before 
closing at ¥106.82 in London. It also rose above DM1 .48, partly 
due to a further reduction yesterday in the German Bundesbank's 
repo rate, a key money market interest rate. The pound feQ slightly 
to $1.5130. 

Bellway swoops on Wainhomes shares 

Troubled housebuilder Wainhomes went on bid alert yesterday 
after rival Bellway took advantage of the recent plunge in its share 
price to pick up a 4.8 per cent stake. Alan Robson, finance di- 
rector of Belhvay, denied the two companies were in discussions 
that might lead to an offer, saying only that the shares looked 
attractive at last week’s low of 66p compared with net assets per 
share in the latest balance sheet of 95p. Wainhomes shares rose 
lGp yesterday to dose at 90p. 

M&S reports strong Christmas trade 

Marks & Spencer has reported an upbeat Christmas trading state- 
ment. though sales in France were seriously affected by the strikes 
in Paris. Group sales in the five weeks to 30 December were up 
6.5 per cent. Sales in the 12 weeks to the same dale were 4.7 per 
cent ahead of the same period last year with general merchan- 
dise up 4.8 per cent and food sales up 4.4 per cent. M&S will 
open its first German store in Cologne this autumn. 

£870m Welsh Water bid cleared 

The Government has cleared the £870m bid by Welsh Water for 
South Wales Electricity after the water group gave undertakings 
demanded by Ian Bya’tL the industry watchdog. Welsh has said 
it will seek a" separate listing for the core water operations for 
the issue of new preference shares. 

NM Rothschild to announce strategy 

Sir Evelyn de Rothschild today announces the future strategy of 
the family-owned merchant bank. He is expected to tell staff that 
NM Rothschild will pursue its independence strategy' as an in- 
ternational boutique, focusing on advisory services. Rothschild 
was approached last year by NatWest Group, interested in some 
form of co-operation to shore up its corporate finance activities. 


650 jobs cut at Alfred McAlpine 


TDM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Alfred McAlpine is to shed 
650 jobs as it doses its tradi- 
tional open-tender building 
business. The shutdown, the lat- 
est move in the restructuring of 
the UK construction sector, 
will knock a £34m bole in prof- 
its for the year to December, 
sending the company “sub- 
stantially’' into the red. 

Despite the prospect of losses, 
the news was welcomed by the 
City, which pushed McAlpine's 
shares I0p higher to 158p. Many 
companies have trumpeted their 
refusal to join in the cutthroat 
tendering competition for bidd- 
ing work, but few have acted as 
positively to withdraw from the 
overcrowded market. 

All the job losses are in the 
building division, where 350 


staff are logo immediately and 
another 300 to follow. The 
move represents a dramatic 
cutback for the company, which 
employs about 4,000, including 
900 in the US. It is the latest 
stage in a reduction that has 
seen the number employed in 
the industry fail by 500.000 lo 
1_3 million since 1989. 

McAlpine's decision leaves it 
evenly balanced between house- 
building and civil engineering. 
The company also plans to set up 
a “special projects” diviaon, to 
focus on jobs such as new foot- 
ball stadiums, hospitals and 
leisure industry building works. 

The withdrawal follows the 
announcement of a large asset 
swap between Tarmac and 
Wimpey and the withdrawal of 
several large contracting busi- 
nesses from their housebuilding 
operations. All the moves have 


been in response to wafer-thin 
raatgins that have seen much of 
the VJ K building industry strug- 
gling to recover from the re- 
cession that started more than 
five years ago. 

The restructuring of Mc- 
AJpine’s contracting division 
comes after a difficult period for 
the company in which it has 
been publicly criticised by its 
largest shareholder, the 
McAlpine family trusts, and 
approached in an unsuccessful 
bid attempt by rival Amec. 

Last September a leaked let- 
ter from Sir Chips Keswick, act- 
ing on behalf of the McAlpine 
family, which still holds 15 per 
cent of the shares, said: “We 
have lost any confidence that we 
may have bad that the present 
senior executive management is 
capable of rebuilding the 
group's profitability ” 


McAlpine’s non-executive 
chairman leaves the company in 
May following the annual meet- 
ing and earlier Lhis week a new 
finance director, Gavin Morris 
from Norcros, was appointed. 

Oliver Whitehead, chief ex- 
ecutive, said: “Although the 
costs will result in the group re- 
porting a substantial loss for 
1995, Die reorganisation is ex- 
pected to lead to significant 
profit improvement." 

He said it had been a difficult 
decision to pull out of what had 
been a cure business, but 
warned that the division had 
produced disappointing lesults 
for some time and was showing 
no signs of improvement. 

“Some people think it will get 
better in 1996/97 as the Gov- 
ernment hands out sweeties 
ahead of the general election - 
but we don’t agree”, he said. 
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and scholarship. 
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Sleepy WH Smith needs shaking 


WH Smith's new chief executive, Bili 
CockJbtim, made all the right noses yes- 
terday though it must be difficult to 
sound positive when you are an- 
nouncing half-year profits of just f 17m 
on sales of £ 1 Jbn together with a prof- 
its warning for the second half. 

The former head of the Post Office 
spoke enthusiastically about shaking up 
Smith's sleepy culture (shades of the 
Post Office), cutting costs and being 
more pro-active rather than just sitting 
back and waiting for others to take the 
initiative. His view is that, like Bools, 
WH Smith has a strong brand name on 
the high street but must make better 
use of il He wants Smith to become 
the first name in childrens education 
and hobbies. He is also keen to increase 

the core chain's average customer 
spend, which is less than £5 . 

These are all good points bui could 

E rove harder to implement than he 
opes. As Mr Coekburn no doubt 
found at the Post Office, changing a cor- 
porate culture is a long,, hard slog, mea- 
sured in years, not months. Cutting 
costs will be welcome but if these in- 
clude large-scale redundancies, the 
nexl set of figures is likely to be 
scarred by large provisions. 

WH Smith must also face its struc- 
tural problems. Its key difficulty is that 
it is caught between specialist stores and 
the supermarkets, which are increa- 
5/Oflgly moving into music and videos. 
Smith's problems are exacerbated by the 
fact that its own specialist chains, such 
as Waierstones and Virgin Our Price, 
are cannibalising the main stores more 
than management admits. 

The group also needs fewer formats. 
Here the otwious headache is Do It AIL 
the loss-making DtY joint venture with 
Boots. Smith's share of the loss was 
£7.7m in the six months to December 
and could be as high os £lbm for the full 
year. Like-for-like sales wen: 3 per cent 
clown in the half-year and with Texas 
Homecare being ’absorbed by Sains- 
bury's Homebase. the group faces an in- 
creasingly competitive market. 

The company is refurbishing stores and 
closing others but more radical action is 
necessary. Gosure or the sale of its 50 
per cent share to Boots may be the 
answer, though this would be expensive 
and Bools is unlikely to be willing. 

For shareholders! much will depend 
on the results of Mr Cockbum's strate- 
gic review , w hich will not be complet- 
ed until the spring. In the meantime the 
company - and the shares - are likely 
(0 remain in limbo. After last years 
profiis warning, the shares have already 


enjoyed a bounce but remained un- 
changed by yesterday's news at 407p. 

BZW has downgraded its full-year 
profits forecast from £95m to £85m 
which puts the shares on a forward rat- 
ing of 20. High enough. 


Textile sector 
worth a spin 


It is little wonder the textiles sector has 
been such a dull area of the stock mar- 
ket over the past year. The industry has 
been squeezed between soaring raw 
material prices on the one hand, and 


material prices 
depressed sales c 

fiaence and an exceptionally warm 
summer on the other. After running up 
through the early pan of 1995, shares 
in the sector have now come all the way 
back down, leaving the FT-SE textiles 
& apparel index just 1 per cent higher 
than where it was a year ago. 

But the index has already rebounded 
from a level not seen since last year, 
when raw material price worries were 


at their worst, and there are plenty of 
to be bullish 


more tangible reasons 

about textiles. The rise in raw material 


prices now seems to be past its worst, 
with near-term cotton contracts cur- 
rently changing hands at around 85 
cents a pound, compared with around 
$1.20 nine months to a year ago. 
Meanwhile, base rate cuts and tax re- 
ductions should provide a boost to high 
street spending in 1996. an expectation 
given some suppart by the generally op- 
timistic tone of recent Christmas trad- 
ing statements from retailers. 

The imponderable remains the 
weather, but the chances are that 1996 
will not repeat the record temperatures 
of last year, providing more incentive 
for consumers to go out and spend. 

Investors looking to dip into textiles 
could do worse than look at Coats 
Viyella, which is well managed and has 
dumped a number of commodity busi- 
nesses in the past year. Coats warned 
in December that die warm weather 
would hit last year’s profits, which are 
expected by broken; Granville Davies 
to oe around £146 in. Bat they should 
rise to £166m in the current year, 
putting the shares down 2p at 1942ip 
on a prospective multiple of 13. 

Dewhiret, a major supplier to Marks 
& Spencer, which has been revitalised 
by new management, is another stock 
worth a second look. The shares, up lp 


at 184p, now stand_ on forward 
price/earnings of 15, based on 
Granville’s forecast of£22_5m current 
year profits. But, after outperforming 
the market by 16per cent lasl year, they 
may be in for a period of consolidation. 


Frost is petrol 
war casualty 


The appointment of Christopher 
Walsh, an oil industry veteran, to the 
board of Frost did little for the em- 
battled petrol station group's shares 
yesterday. The price dropped another 
4p to 155p, taking the fall over the past 
week to 14 per cent Even with his 30 
years of experience in the business, the 
new non-exective director wQl have his 
work cut out to reverse the problems 
facing Frost 

The body Mow came last week, when 
Esso launched a big petrol price war by 
extending its price watch campaign to 
the whole country. At a stroke, the mar- 


WH Smith; at a glance 


Market value: £1 .1 4bn, sham price 407p 
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which have carved out 22 per cent of 
the market from a standing start only 
3 few years ago. Six days into the cam- 
paign, the signs are that the big store 
groups have yet to respond to Esso's 
move by reducing their own prices. But 
the threat remains and analysis have 
already slashed 1996 profits forecasts for 
Frost by around £6m to £1 5m. 

Frost is exposed because of lastyear’s 
£S3m deal to buy Burmah Castro l’s 
petrol station business. The acquisition 
came close to doubling the group, 
bringing in 182 owned ates to add to the 
existing chain of 240 and 807 supply con- 
tracts to independent outlets. 

In the light of the savage competi- 
tive environment, the Petrol Retailers 7 
Association is forecasting that 70 per 
cent of the 10,000 independents will be 
forced out of business owr the next two 
years. When it bought the Burmah 
business in June, Frost predicted it 
would lose 300 of its supply contracts 
in two years. 

In fact, that has already happened 
and the company expects it could end 
up with as few as 300 in total. 

The Esso move was in the wind at the 
time of the Burmah deal and lames 
frost, the chairman, has shown himself 
adept at weathering previous storms in 
the industry. But. despite a prospective 


1992 93 . 94 .95 shares are best avoided for now. 


price/fcamfogs multiple of just 11, the 
voider 


A day of triumph for 

Anglo-Saxon plucK 


Hie champagne atmosphere 
at yesterday’s Granada annu- 
al meet ing is flattened by the 
irritating intervention of the 
ubiquitous old buffer with a 
point of order (it must be the 
same person who goes to 

them all). This one has a 
plum in his mouth and insists 
on confounding the still-jubi- 
lant board with irrelevant 
and incomprehensible obser- 
vations and questions. 

The first of many noted 
that Alex Bernstein, the 
Granada chairman, must 
now he prepared to work 
within the G30 group of in- 
dustrialised nations and not 
just G7 - because the bigger 
group includes the Philip- 
pines. Mr Bernstein’s re- 
sponse was to stare blankly 
for a while before assuring 
the malcontent that Granada 
was an equal opportunity 
employer 

But it did not stop there 
More trivia followed. And 
still more. Then, pretending 
to be unimpressed by expla- 
nations on aspects of the re- 
port and accounts, the buffer 
demanded the chairman use 
“simple Anglo-Saxon words" 
to put his message across. 

“Actually, Tin a great be- 
liever in short Anglo-Saxon 
words,” retorted Mr Bern- 
steiD to resounding cheers 
from the floor. 


Grim news from the Central 
Statistical Office and we are 
not talking about the trade 
figures. The relentless drive 
for a leaner Whitehall ma- 
chine has meant the end to 
the time-honoured practice 
of serving coffee and biscuits 
at economic briefings. The 
complimentary glass of wine 
at “very important economic 
briefings” is also history. 

The costs savings are ex- 
pected to be enormous. The 
contract caterer Gardner 
Merchant (once owned by 
Forte) has been charging the 
Government 75p for each 
truly dreadful cup of coffee. 


The Christmas party of the 



campaign to take 1,000 Britons on a u **aw \ hobdayiwun 

UodS-Tfae airlift wilt involve nine special I Qantas flints to 

Svdney (abaw) -here the 1.000 vtoytrs f 

tioncaUed Fostralia 1,000 (Tin afraid 

among the barbies with more lager than they can handle. 


solicitors Davies Arnold 
Cooper is still causing rever- 
berations throughout the 
legal profession. It seems the 
firm’s credit controller - one 
Barry Desouza- did a turn 
with six lawyers and a secre- 
tary which went down bam- 
stormingly well. 

Featuring such contempo- 
rary classics as ‘Mustang Sal- 
ly’, ‘Honky Tonk Woman’ 
and ‘Addicted to Love’, it was 
an accomplished set by all ac- 
counts. And the reviews are 
terrific. “The man is tipped 
to be the next Luther Van- 
dross,” notes the trade maga- 
zine, The Lawyer. 

Certainly Mr Desouza is 
not your average credit con- 
troller. He has sung with 
Womack and Womack and 
the Style Council and is in 
much demand on the Lon- 
don circuit. The backing 
band (called The Limita- 
tions) is also reaching for the 
stars and should have no 


trouble negotiating a record- 
ing contract should the offer 
come along. 


No comment from the deflat- 
ed Forte camp on the sudden 
reappearance of one of Sir 
Roccos long-lost flames in a 
Little Chef in Surrey. The 
odds must have been greater 
than a National Lottery jack- 
pot. Simone Knightiey. a 
blonde designer and univer- 
sity lecturer from Dorset, 
just happened to pop into 
the cafe with her husband 
while on her way home from 
India. There she just hap- 
pened to bump into a re- 
porter from the Daily 
Telegraph who had been dis- 
patched to get background 
colour on the final day of the 
bid. “I used to be Rocoo’s 
girlfriend,'' she announced to 
the incredulous hack. 

And yes. She chose (he 
Linda McCartney veggie 
burger. 


Insurers face £500m storm bill 


NIC CICUTTt 


Insurance companies face a 
bill of up to £5(i0m to meet 
claims after Lhe storm damage 
suffered in Scotland and the 
North of England a few weeks 
ago, fresh research revealed 
yesterday. 

Up to 15 million people may 
have been affected by the 
storms, which led to a big freeze 
and power cuts in many areas. 

But il was the subsequent 
thaw that led to massive dam- 
age from burst pipes, both to 
commercial premises and pri- 
vate households, according to 
the study, by Willis Faber & Du- 
mas, the reinsurance group. 

The report’s findings, which 
classed the freeze as the third- 
most expensive for the industry 
in a generation, clash with ear- 
lier estimates by UK insurers. 
For some time afterwards, thev 


insisted claims against them 
were likely to be minimai. 

Willis ftber & Dumas said 
yesterday that the high bill of be- 
tween £300m and £500m was 
caused by the failure of elec- 
trical supplies, which led to 
large numbers of burst pipe 
claims. 

Many firms were putting in 
claims for business interruption 
with a further widespread im- 
pact on industry following water 
shortages caused by burst water 
supplypipes. Despite this prob- 
lem. brewers and distillers were 
unaffected, the report said. 

Household claims averaged 
between £500 and £1,000, with 
some exceptional cases of up to 
£10,000 being reported. 

On the business side, a num- 
ber of commercial losses of 
more than £750,000 each have 
been reported to insurers. 

Willis Faber & Dumas said 


yesterday that the scale of 
daimscould cost between 3 and 
5 per cent of total property in- 
surance income for the year. 

Oliver Peterken, director of 
research at Willis Faber & Du- 
mas, said: “We based our paper 
on the worst-case scenario, that 
there were 500,000 units dam- 
aged. But the market is starting 
to see commercial losses com- 
ing in which are much higher. 

“The important thing is the 
volume of claims rather than the 
average cost of each claim. We 
estimate a bill of up to £300m 
for households, with commer- 
cial losses thereafter. 

“The thing to remember is 
that for a domestic customer a 
Good is an unpleasant event For 
an industrial customer it is not 
just damage to property but 
business interruption - those 
can take time to come in and 
will be more expensive. 


. “I would not' expect this to 
have an impact on premiums. 
This is the kind of thing insur- 
ance companies budget for." 

Chris Done, personal claims 
manager at Eagle Star, said: 
“We guessed the number of 
claims roughly right, but there 
is no doubt that the value of 
many claims has been rather 
more than we anticipated. There 
have been quite a lot of serious 
instances of damage, which in 
the early days we did not expect 

“It was difficult to gel 
plumbers out initially and there 
was so much emergency work 
that our immediate reaction was 
to make sure the insured was 
okay rather than assess initial 
costs. The scale of claims was 
more serious than first as- 
sumed. but still within bounds 
that should not materially affect 
our results or lead to an increase 
in premiums for policyholders." 


The big 
freeze: : 

areas 

worst 

affected 
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CU premium income up 60% 


NIC CICUTTI 


Commercial Union, one of the 
UK’s largest insurers, yesterday 
bucked the trend facing other 
parts of the life industry by an- 
nouncing that its worid*wide life 
and pension premiums in- 
creased by almost 60 per cent 
to £2.4bn. 

A substantial part of the in- 
crease came from the company's 
French subsidiary. AbeiJIe vie. 


bought in October 1994 as part 
ofCLTs 


r s takeover of Groupe Vic- 
loire. Abeiile vies single-pre- 


mium business rose 115 per 
cent to £1.49bn. 

However, the difficulties fac- 
ing other insurers were reflected 
in CU's UK results, which 
showed new annual premium in- 
come fell 26 per cent to £40m. 

More positively, the compa- 
ny's single-premium business 
in the UK rose 38 per cent to 
£345ra, boosted largely by sales 
of its classic investment bond. 

World-wide, new annual pre- 
miums, the amount investors are 
prepared to save on a regular 
basis, rose 12 percent to£238ra. 


The company's increase in 
premium income marks a fur- 
ther stage in its strategy of 
world-wide diversification, with 
a growing emphasis on life and 
pensions business to replace its 
previous reliance on general 
insurance activities. 

CU said that in the Nether- 
lands, growth in new annual pre- 
miums increased by 5 per cent 
while new single premiums rose 
by 17 percent Elsewhere in Eu- 
rope, new premium income 
rose by 31 per cent and single 
premiums by 24 per cent 


Biotech shares make another leap 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 


Shares in British Biotech, the 
biocechnologygroup, leapt to a 
new peak yesterday following 
buying by one of the directors. 
The price closed at £21.68, up 
198p on the day, meaning the 
shares have more than doubled 
since the November an- 
nouncement of promising re- 
sults from trials of the group’s 
Marimastat anti-cancer drug 
sent the price soaring. 

Yesterday's move seems to 
have been prompted by the ac- 


quisition of 3.000 shares at 
£18.U5 by Henny de Rimer, who 
recently joined the board as a 
non-executive director. 

Mr de Ruiter. a Dutchman, 
is an old contact of John Rais- 
man, the Biotech chairman, 
who knew him at Shell, where 
he sits on the board. He is also 
a director of Heineken and 
Aegon, the giant Dutch insur- 
ance group. 

Apart from Mr de Ruiter's 
purchases, the company could 
not account for yesterday's 
sharp price movement. Trading 


in the shares was strong yes- 
terday, with turnover of 683,000 
shares. Buying may have been 
spurred by two brokers' rec- 
ommendations lasl week, when 
Morgan Stanley moved Biotech 
from “buy" to “strong buy" 
and the US house First Boston 
also issued a buy note. 

At the end of November, 


the share price soared 48 per 
after 


cent to £15.48 in one day 
the company released results 
apparently showing that can- 
cerous tumours responded to 
treatment with Marimastat. 


IX BRIEF 


Quitting insurance costs Xerox $1.5bn 


Xerox Corporation, the US photocopier giant, has reported a loss 
of 5l.09bn in (be fourth quarter after a $1.55bn one-off charge. 
The provision related to the group’s disengagement from insur- 
ance operations, leaving a loss for the year of S472m or $5.26 a 
share, fully diluted, compared with earnings of S794m in 1994. 
Revenues from the core document processing business rose to 
$4.8bn in the fourth quarter from $4.6bn, and to $16.6bn for the 
whole of 1995, up from $15.1bn the previous year. 


Pub operator to buy more sites 


Surrey Free Inns, the AIM-listed southern pub operator, has pro- 
visionally agreed to buy 10 more sites for its Litten Tree “super- 
pub" chain. The new outlets are set to open towards the end of 
this financial year. The announcement came as Surry unveiled a 
54 per cent surge in pre-tax profits to £606,000 in half-year to 
19 November. The interim dividend is hoisted a quarter to lp. 


Ad agency ahead after float 


Media Business Group, the advertising buying agency, has report- 
ed record profits in its first results since flotation last September. 
The pre-tax figure jumped 30 percent to £412,000 in the six months 
to October. The maiden dividend is being brought forward from the 
forecast date of October, with an interim payment of 0.Q3p declared. 


Australian small company trust rejects bid 


The board of NM Smaller Australian Companies Trust has called 
on shareholders to reject the hostile bid from Pacific Assets Trust. 
After discussions with PAT and other possible bidders, the directors' 
terms have not been met These include seeking a continued ex- 
posure to Australia for investors and obtaining a cash or near- 
cash alternative to a share offer. 
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Fokker collapse could put 
1,500 Shorts jobs at risk 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 


Shorts Brothers, the Belfast 
aerospace company, warned lost 
night that 1 ,500 jobs would be at 


riskfrom the collapse of Fokker, 
aircraft m: 


the Dutch aircraft maker. 

Bombardier, which owns 
Shorts, confirmed that it may 
form part of a rescue bid for 
Fokker. which on Tuesday 
sought creditor protection after 
owner Daimler-Benz withdrew 
financial aid. 

Shorts, which employs 6,800, 
has about 700 staff working 
directly on manufacturing wings 
for the Fokker 100 and Fokker 
70 jets and a further 800 in- 
volved in making Fokker com- 
ponents and support services. 

The Belfast company said it 
had received confirmation that 
its financial exposure would be 


covered, and the company 
would continue wing production 
on a slightly reduced schedule. 

Rolls-Royce and Dowty, part of 

TI Group, also supply Fokker. 

Shorts said that some em- 
ployees working on Folder op- 
erations would be transferred to 
other production lines. 

The Dutch government said 
tha( it was talking (o several po- 
tential purchasers. It is Jhuught 
these include 1PTN. an Indo- 
nesian state-run company. Air- 
craft makers from Korea, China 
and Brazil could also gain from 
Fokker’s expertise in the design 
and manufacture of 70-125- 
seater aircraft Leo Steijn, a 
Fokker spokesman, confirmed 
the company is holding talks 
with outside partners, but de- 
clined to give details. 

However, Michel Lord, vice- 


president of Bombardier, told 
the Dutch media last night that 
the company might consider the 
acquisition of all or part of 
Fokker. 

Mr Steijn said Fokker had 
enough cash in hand to 
continue for the time being. The 
company is negotiating with 
the government on early pay- 
ment for four Fokker 60S for the 
Defence Ministry and one ex- 
ecutive jet for the royal family. 

Further division between 
Holland and Germany opened 
up yesterday as Hans Wijers. the 
Dutch Economics Minister, 
criticised Daimfer-Benz for 
refusing to compromise on a 
rescue plan. Daimler had de- 
manded government money. 
Meanwhile. Daimler accused 
the Dutch government of aban- 
doning its aerospace industry. 


The Acivanta Visa Card 


Notice to Cardholders of 
Interest Change 


Due to the change in Base Rare from 
fr.50% to 6.25*%, your Advanta Visa 
Card interest rate lor Purchases and 
Cash Advances will be reduced 
accordingly from the first day of 
next month. Your interest rate margin 


over Base Rate remains constant. 
Condition 5 of your Advanta Visa Card 
Conditions of Use is. varied accordingly. 
It you have any questions about this 
change, please call our Customer 
Service Centre on: 





(calls charged at local rate). 
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FT-SE 100 

3758.2 +23. 2 

FT-SE 250 ‘ 

4086.9 +14 

FT-SE 350 
^■863.9+ m r 
S EAQ VOLUME 
§61.5m shares. 

^ §>046 bargains 
Gilts Index 
96.15 +0.17 


SHARE SPOTLJflHT 


market report/shares 


Standard Chartered races away on takeover rumours 



The share price of Standard 

kterf??* 1 Bank raced awa y ^ 
itdTh ^JWtentay.aiidW 
If: U Ih lra dmg session 43Jlp 
31 5 62,5 P on sirong 
rumours of a takeover bid 

c , l S® r l . he cash-rich 
tional Westminster Bank or 
oankAjnerica. 

American investors were 
agajn said to be picking up 
stock in Standard which, large- 
y due to sustained bid specu- 
3,10x1 a better ihan 

expected trading performance 
across us extensive Asian bank- 
ing network, has seen its share 
price soar over the last year 
, om a low point of 247p. The 
latest price vaJucs Standard at 
almost £6*5bn. 

banking analysts find the bid 
nimours difficult to fathom. 
Standard's book value at the 
end of last year was £ 1 . 7 bn, 
posing a £4.7bn goodwDl prob- 
lem for any would-be bidder. 

An additional problem is 
whether Tan Sri Khoo Teck 


Puat would sell his 14.95 per 
cent stake. 

The bank's profits have re- 
covered strongly since the dis- 
astrous performance in 1992. 
Profits before tax in 1994 
climbed from £401m to £510m, 
and analysts are predicting a 
result for the year just finished 
in excess of £650m. 

Nal West, ahead 6 p to 674p. 
is flush with cash from the re- 
cent £2.3bn disposal of 
Nat West Bancorp in the US, 
but analysts said yesLerday 
there was very little logic in it 
making a move for Standard. 

_ They added that HSBC, 19p 
higher at £10.97p, would make 
a better suitor, but even then 
there are considerable overlaps 
in Hong Kong and other re- 
gions in the Far East that 
would make a deal unattractive. 

Banking shares generally 
were yesterday buoyed by the 
further cut in German repo 
rates, rekindling thoughts 
about additional reductions in 
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European interest rates - a 
move that dealers said was like- 
ly to be set in motion by 
France, which some were bet- 
ting to announce a cut In rates 
today. 

Barclays closed with a 6 p 
advance to 785p, Royal Bank 
of Scotland gained 7p to 588p. 
and Bank of Scotland put on 
3p to 304 Jp. 

Bid rumours and a very 
strong opening on Wfell Street 
were the prime talking paints 
and drove the FT-SE 100 share 
index up by 23.2 points to an 
all-time high of 3,758.2. 

The opening 50-pomt surge 
in the Dow Jones index owed 
much to weak industrial out- 
put figures, lifting hopes that 


B» -3 

BU 


the Federal Reserve would 
soon also cut rales. 

Buyers were out in force in 
the London market. More 
than S61 million shares were 
dealt, spread across 36,000 
bargains. 

The crop of bid rumours 
grows ever larger. There is 
hardly a sector untainted by 
speculation that a takeover 
bid is imminent. 

Pub and restaurant shares 
became the subject of numer- 
ous rumours yesterday, with 
dealers willing' to punt on any- 
thing viewed as a target for 
Whitbread. 6_5p better at 
690 .5p t following its failure la 
buy the Happy Eater and Lit- 
tle Chef chains from Forte. 


Several shares in the pub 
and restaunmr group finished 
at all-time highs. The specu- 
lative list included JD Wether- 
spoon, which climbed 18p to a 
record 734p, Regent Inns, 
which also hit apeak with a 9p 
gain to 729p, and My Klnda 
Town, 12p higher at 132p. 

Renewed bid rumours 
pushed Vaux, the Sunderland- 
based brewer, up by 6 p to 
298p. Wolverhampton and 
Dudley Breweries, ripped as a 
predator, firmed a penny to 
590p. 

Whitbread is emerging as 
the from runner to acquire the 
Welcome Break motorway ser- 
vice stations that Granada, 
which soared 29p to 707p, has 
to sell. Bass, up 4p to T36p, is 
viewed as a buyer of the Meri- 
dien hotel chain Lhat Granada 
has pledged to sell 

Greenalls Group added an- 
other 8 p to hit a fresh peak of 
612p, and looks set to replace 
Forte in the FT-SE 100 index. 


Grist for the rumour mill 
was also in plentiful supply on 
the USM and AIM markets. 

ML Laboratories was a late 

mover, rising a penny to 4Up 
just before the closing bell. 
There is talk that the compa- 
ny will soon announce a big 
deal with Glaxo Welcome, lip 

higher at 911p. 

The story goes that Glaxo 
will manufacture Mils anti- 
viral drug, which is being test- 
ed on four Aids patients at 
London's Hammersmith Hos- 
pital. Results from the tests are 
expected early next month. 
Glaxo, the speculators added, 
may throw a protective fence 
around any deal by buying a 
large share stake in ML. 

British Biotechnology bad 
another storming session, surg- 
ing 198p to £21.68p cm talk of 
a promising results from tests 
its cancer chug. Other biotech 
and pharmaceutical shares 
recorded advances amid strong 
buying by American investors. 


TAKING STOCK 


PMagnnm Power's volatile 
shares were one of the day’s 
best performers, surging ISp 
to 141p. The Scottish inven- 
tor of power back-np systems 
for computers is rumoured 
to be close to signing supply 
deals with several leading 
computer companies. One 
dealer said the first would be 
announced soon and would 
be with Compaq of the US. 
Shares traded as high as 
l95p last yeaxv and some 
dealers believe the price 
could rocket beyond 200p. 

£jTbe arrival of Donald 
Dump in London sparked 
gossip that he was here to 
cast an acquisitive eye over 
the capital's top casinos. The 
main target was said to be 
London Clubs International. 
Shares finis hed the day 9p 
op at 468p. Capital Group, 
which runs the high-rollers' 
paradise, Crockfords, firmed 
lp to 212p. 
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Man takes the Cheltenham challenge 


Racing 

GREG WOOD ~ 

One Man may be the 11-s 
favournc for the Gold Cun in 
March after his commanding 
success in the King George, but 
forsenous hackers there is su'd 
a disturbing hole in his form 
which makes support at such 
short odds hard to justify. The 
grey has appeared at 'Chel- 
tenham only twice, and on both 
occasions he has been deeply 
disappointing. In two days' time, 
however, he will get the chance 
to make it third-lime iucicv. 

Gordon Richards. One 
Man s trainer, yesterday con- 
firmed that his chaser will line 
up for Saturday’s Piller Prop- 
erties Investment Chase at the 
headquarters of National Hunt. 
He reported that One Man 
worked extremely well onTbes- 
day. and confirmed his place in 
the weekend’s big race when he 
exercised "satisfactorily" yes- 
terday morning. “I have not told 
Mx Hales [One Man’s owner] 


yet, hui l am going to run him 
on Saturday. ' Richards said. 

The Gold Cup favourite is ex- 
pected to face just four rivals, 
stnrc the predicted good ground 
will rule out Monsieur Le Cure. 
audAidan O'Brien will run Life 
Of The Lord at Leopurdslown 
a week later. U should still be 
a race of real quality, however, 
as Flashing Steel. Barton Bank, 
Young Hustler and WillsfonJ at- 
tempt to puncture the eupho- 
ria which now surrounds One 
Man's every- appearance. 

The grey’s previous visits to 
Presthury Park were for a 
novice hurdle in 1992, and then 
the Sun Alliance Chase at the 
Festival, for which he started 
favourite, in 1994. He 


was 


soundly beaten in both races. 
Richards, though, secs no rea- 
son why One Man should not 
produce his best form on Sat- 
urday. “The course will not be 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Sunley Bay 
(Win canton 3 jOQ) 

NB: Lets Rumble 
(Wincanton 2J0O) 

a problem." he said. “1 would 
not have entered him for the 
Gold Cup if I didn't think he 
could go round it." 

When asked to nominate the 
most serious danger to One 
Man on Saturday, Richards 
picked Flashing Steel, who is de- 


pendable but surely not in the 
same dass as the King George 
winner. This is a telling reflec- 
tion on Lhe decline of Barton 
Bank, who won the 1993 King 
George and was among the 
favourites for last year's Gold 
Cup, but now appears unable to 
recapture his best form. 

Lute One Man, Barton Bank 
has not found Cheltenham wel- 
coming, even when he was per- 
forming well. His task on 
Saturday will not be aided by his 
introduction to a new jockey, 
following Adrian Maguire's in- 
jury at Leicester two days ago. 

David Nicholson, Barton 
Bank's trainer, had not decid- 
ed yesterday who would re- 
place Maguire but was cheered 


by news that bis jockey may re- 
turn in three weeks rather ihan 
six weeks as was first feared. 

Maguire's agent, Dave Rob- 
erts, said: “Adrian has seen a spe- 
cialist and the injuries are not 
as serious as first thought. It was 
thought he had cruciate-liga- 
ment damage, but it is not those 
ligaments that are injured. He 
should be out for no more than 
three weeks and could be back 
for the Tote Gold Trophy." 

The build-up to the season's 
main events continued yester- 
day with the release of entries 
both for the Singer & Fried- 
lander National ’Rial at Utlox- 
etcr on 10 February, and the 
Grand National itself on 30 
March. Miinnchoma. the 1994 


King George rises as Arc support is withdrawn 


Europe s two top middle-dis- 
tance races for horses of all ages, 
the King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth Stakes and the Prix de 
I Arc de Triomphe. have had 
contrasting fortunes with spon- 


mgehamp 
of a new 


sors this week. The Lons 
race will be in need 
sponsor next year because of 
Granada's takeover of Forte, 
who have backed the race for the 
last two years. Granada are 


obliged to continue the spon- 
sorship of this year's race, but 
will nor continue thereafter. 

De Beers, sponsors of the 
King George for 25 years, have 
increased their backing of the 
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FORM GUIDE 

TBHBH fc unworn® tost and locte ahead of the handcapper. For a few strides he 
total in trouble as Sant Cud mounted a distent tram the third last at Nonm&iam last 
ueeh, but Tony McCoy dWn i raw to eat remotely serious lor reman to ora* away aeon 
on the run-in. He won wtth more m hand than da en penalty he has hem. Amanda, 
Cabocbao and roan Jay are all struggftng at present and Morstock is the most Htety 
tungey. He was me only one to mate any sort of a rocs of n wen Cheryl’s Lad at 
Chetienham m Oecambor and then rafter 6podt tw own chance By helping to set too 
strong a pace against Most Equal gn Warwick. This isnl as competitive as lus latest run at 
Ascot Heap Me In Mod was also In that Ascot race, previous form wftft Son rob at 
Emter suggested he myyu haw done Better, but |wo at nts three wins have been over 
come and hfc earv« head defeat by Bookcase at Exeter gives him some hope. He 
hoUs Slatatack on that run. Smiwaferfs Mot has run prominently m hn two outmgs 
mis season and seems to be ctvnfag to hand. He is not e bad hone on his day. 
Selection: TBNEJN 
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BEITMfe 9-4 Taafe BagoBe, 3-lZaidbfir. S-lAan Baaama. 11^2 Dissoha, 7-1 Hamson, MM- 
IcdBd, 10-1 Katehtam, 12-1 others 
1995: Wen A MrfcOT 111 2D Gdapttf 5-1 (M BWtsturd) 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

These are moderate horses and the race is net worth ftanne too involved in. There are 
also a number of possibilities, one of the most Bhoy being mat the farmer French lily 
TDUTE BAGAILLE wiD impftn* on her fourth behind Oanbys Gorse in testing conditions al 
Towcesw earlier m the month. She fe having her signs towered and should hurdle more 
Buertty on this beoer pound. Zbigtoar. though staying on again, never looted bte 
lusutymg tavourmsm when dropped into a seller and only (turn behind Amber Valley at 
Notbngtan last week, ft is possible being fowl with a visor mrgra mate a teg arttewca. 
He is also up against less enpenenced horses, so he could be ^od far at least a place. 
Magical Bid may haw been a bit nattered to run Pndewood Picket as dose he dd at 
Lutflow at Ludlow last Thursday. The winner Hadn't find as much as ejected after 
rawing easily ctirou^KiUL but that was sou a good penarmance from Ma^cai Bid and 
he s quite Itely to be ihereabouts again. At Cormcha has struggled smee running Much 
Too High to tour lengths at FOntweU in Nwember. including when jomt-favounlB tw a 
novice handicap over a longer inp al NoWngham last wne. The Fontwefl run gives him a 
chance, while Dtesotve’s improved ddd id Rooms Pnde at the last meeting means he 
pan aHo be considered. Sefectioa: TOUTE BAGAILLE 


13 P61-P56 BUNESWONDBtPifeniwSHeiPinicrdwARMneiClDO. 

-Udadnd- 

AGnmumiw^rlQst True Oandfcap iw^ks: Cbioteo SS* life. Biae^ Hbnder 9a 2B. 

BETTING; 3-1 Smley Bay, 7-2 (fedBty Swden, 6-1 TUI Of Nra, U-2 Goad btd^it, 7-1 SRnrtm, 
12-1 Ghrns A Back, Some Day Sana, 14-1 attars 
1995: Suntey Bay 910 13 MBs P Curing 11-4 (PWcnafc) 12 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Ed James's daim on GOOD INSIGHT could prove rmraiiabte, even though there Is a 
PosaMity of a pound or so overwet^tt The partnership taka on course ^jedafisr Smley 
Bay and Po»y Curing. These two wt?n the race last year and SuHey Bay was unlucky on 
hu last visa when closing the (^p al the way to the line with Norman Conqueror after 
bang hampered and losing ground seven fences from home. Rectory Garden was a 
dozen lengths back n third. SBverino a further two and a half tenths away fourth, wtfe 
out Gtvus A Buck was pilled up. Rectory Garden hadn't been out smee October and that 
may have been the reason he dxtot get home rather than lack of stamina Even so, he 
and Sflvertno, who ideally wants it a tot more testing. wH have their wtxk cut out d they 
are to reverse the form but the novice Good Inslgit is no foriom hope at the weights. R is 
only this season in® Good lns@it has had hk attantion turned to cnasing aid he soon 
stepped up on a premising uwd behind Rocoo and Court Melody at Worcester by wuvsng 
at Bangpr. where Rocco was hold in second when deparong at the final fence. Thai 
marked him down as an improving young chaser and. aithou£t Ns only sUsequent an 
was a bit disappointing behind Court Melody in the mud at Newton Abbot, the gourd 
may have been loo testing that day. FUl Of Fire starred the season with a good win a 
Ludlow and re fifth behind Tuning Tree at Towcester was a better run that n tooted. Hts 
Jumping has Improved and he has defeifte place prospects. Sel ectio n: GOOD INSIGHT 


33d] 


loom MAURICE LISTER MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS E) £5000 
addej an lf uoyds Penalty Value £3,912 

3APP6F BORO HUL (21) iRoger Allsopi R Ansop 7 11 5 IfeHRhMl 

;^030P DECISIVE SHOE (8) iH WeKszeach H Alner 7 11 5 WMcFfetnt 


P0-KM5 DUKE OF LANCASTER (21) item Ater Partreishp) Mb J P*man 7115 J»i 

OFF FATtd TIM 17) (Lte Botef l J M Brasev 6 11 3 — WJRjanfD 

3. UP, OP FREDS MBOCnr (14) T G Tucked F Tucker 11 11 5 GUptna 

AGDCKL' GOD SPEH) TOO (12) Mh«op> C Nash 7 11 5 IFTBey 


2DF GRAPHIC DESJQfBT (ltft (bPS iPnm) LUi G Harwood 7 11 5 

«M>W0 J»«rSBU«Cr(24)(S AJcnestMrsSVWlBrTBBUS 

002i IHS «JMBUf35HMV tetyiR Alner 7115. 


-BPrnrel 

A Tory 

rPKMey(S) 


MY MAM MAN Wn l Messa-Bencosi Mrt S Messei^enreas B U 5 ... Mr i CvMy (7) 

flW PHHJPPONNAT |USA) |G93) (S A Doucfil S fkbdi 10 11 5 — ihJAtes 

254 PHJCFSWU.(2DiGDWSwreiKBafey9115 TJMnpfey(3) 

P2-22F: SAMLEE (JSl i5 Msrtm P Hobbs Til 5 A P McCoy 


F90P-6 TEARflJL PFflNCE (49) iC W UtcheA) C MSCheU 12 11 5 . 
T« IANCHT ‘A E FitWJ D GentUfo 7 11 5 . 




MNBSM1U. QWY ILte J iki Ptesssi Mss JOj Ptsw 7 11 0_ 
- 16 declared - 


.DForttR 
_B Fenton (5) 


BEHWft 7-2 Lets Rtnniife, 4-1 My Mala Man, B-2 Men's MB, 8-1 Satnfee, B-l Dike Of Lancast- 
er, LB-1 Ktogsmffl Q«y. Graphic Designer, 20-1 others 
1995: bsdoufitowu 7 11 5 R Grewe 4-1 iMb I Rentee-Barony 10 ran 
FORM GUDE 

.. you ignore the ungfteto run fiws weeks ago of former poim-to-pomrer LETS RUMBLE - 
vrncti is probaWv wise oonsrdenng the state of ore ®wjnd that day - then he has a vwy 
good cnanoe of opening his acooura under Rules. Apart from winning between the'nafp 
ia»n season, he also ran second to the smart See More Business and tnowd plenty of 
oromrse when spkrong Ubu Val nmpressAre winner at FoUrestone yesterday) and 
subsequent scorer Church Law m a stron^y-mn novice chase at Wtodsor In November. 
MV Main Man has won his test tour starts between the flags but has had nearly a jwar 
off r MK* h»s only start Iasi season, ft remains lo be seen whetherne can Qndg ttefiap 
between para-io-pomier and novice chaser. Samiee has fared tahhr weB war hunlss 
ance rus one vy m a poira-tiHxwii m 1994. He comes here in gpod farm attar nitreng 
Whjr's >our Story io two lengths in a H^idcck slayers hurdle last time out and has every 
chance it he takes to fences aithe firei tme of asking. The wily pO MbfetNw S aggro* 
him es tnat he has tooted a irkwy rate wi ouasm*. GrapWe ■ 

promising start over hurdles at Asm. He looks me pan far chasing, th o^h so ferhe 
ttasn'i had much kick, being hampered at RAesxcra and 

or Lancaster's /umpire has tel hen down since hang second to The Bud Out hi a 
gowiy-run nowce chase at Utlmoer and PHee's Min shoutd naw a better charaHe 
won a pant-io-pomt m Ireland In 1904 and has shaped lite a real stayer m h® tinea 
runs over here. The Lanew also won an Insft pam-io-pomt two yeafe ago. 
rtJon: LETS RUMBLE 

VSffl TOTE BETTING SHOP HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D> 
■mUJ £4 000 added 2m Penalty Value £2,863 

12D-500 AMANOO (USA) (12) P) (Paul H 0 

232000 TEENJArfD ll^rrvrv ASOCsfOsj R Srenff 6 12 0 

TOiJO CABOCH0N(24)mUackJoseffaiRFna^l2_- 

2SS006 STA1A1ACK (43) (OQ Wrs U^E Shdel^P 

534-411 1EMSN (FS) (H (0) (Sanon Saerilju^ T Foraab 11 9faW--— 

55304=0 SMUGGlEira POW (USA) M WlMmH^BOSitan SUB _ 

350240 KES»ICW«W>(12)(CO)(PCTory1NRM«iaiJ116 

S&2230 MORSTOCX 02) (CD) ^ U bant am) R * 

31 mu Ftninaw (63) (P) iRnis.IhonB S MPrM DardwBSllO ■ 

Enwefc liaTtewto. 4.1S«UhKL5.l"»L*wk B-lAOMdc. 3-1 Hoop M« ta Htad. 10-1 Pw 
ifmB. 12-1 Twi fey, 13-1 Caere 

MS The Caumrue 7 10 12 A P Mclly 5-1 lG WOng) H ran 


| TERENCE BRADY & CHARLOTTE BJNCHAM LASTED HAND- 
ICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £1Q£KI0 2m Penalty Value £6J10 

1 111111 EAEIHORre(lS)(D)ftterm l*ssH»fa®it8il7 fFIBfey 

2 1360-2F BARNA BOV (B) llynn Mfearv N tenoenon 8 11 4 HARb^reld 

3 35-1131 NORITCW SADDLER ID) tiflehato J Eiens) P Hr**jB 9 20 12 TDucante(5) 

4 22211-3 MtSIER OOOr (131 (D) (Ure R M Hm J kfag ID 10 7 JMrJ CaMy (7) 

-46CM- 

AMrwmie^itrlOoTto True Aarxkap Afcrer JLCsr lto. 

Klimt MU Eastbarpe, IM Ffortfreni Sadder, 31-4 Batna Boy, 3-1 Motor Odtfy 
19B5: Metoai Swan Song 7 lfl 7 A Tory 3-1 (R Hod^s) 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

EASTHORPE** remarkable run reached sh on the spm when he held Storm Alert at 
Sandnvn 19 days ago- That was probably hs best performance yet and there >s every 
chance of the spree continuing In the fanned nandesp. Barra Boy’s connections wfll be 
hoping this is third-time lucky, because bfundere at the last two fences he has jumped 
tew proved costly. Ths former smart Hurdler's Jumping deterw&ted after ha had made a 
vnmng star to hs chasing career and his blunder at the final fence at Worcester in 
November let In Northern Saddfer for succe s s. Having feted to get beyond me first at 
Kempton on Friday. Bama Boy's confidence could sdl Be (regie and Northern Saddler is 
the safer ccoco. 1 h» game and genuine performer got lhe better of Zaps and oW rwal 
Mister Oddy ai Ascor last dme- Selection: EASTHORPE 

M nfll POTTERS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F)£3JOOO added 2m 
l^- w l 6f Penalty Value £2^78 

35D-50P 1ANS00ME (64) (D) (RFOenmeaifi PNdnBs8120 MQl««h»(71 

53032F RDnLIVSt (N2) fB) (CD) (A M DaiB) 0 pnl A J IMson 9 11 11 ATbty 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
B 

9 

10 

U mi- TJWfftS A MUJON (514) (R N Short) N Ihomeori 10 10 2 
12 320-243 MB PIAffllU- (14) P A Tjtor) R Frost 6 10 0- 


P22-1TO SUBt SMfBMRD ^4) (D)(G W Lug0 T Forster 6 119., 
33F010- LAMMXER PRIDE (30Q)fCQ) Ms JKLMbmj HFfea 711 8. 
52JP3PL- MS PUHEB (ND p«) fit ? B kUtaetecn) D ChsppeS 8 11 2 . 
60006-2 CMnGDANCBl(LI)W6RFfeaflX|)S9iamf81012 — 

1301-50 QIET DAWi (37) (DJ (Ita PMNnglJHrtE 101011 

5PBP-55 SUUAB(7IOT<BJMRp4)BRpllll01O 


.BBcCoort 


-JtCreene 
_AP McCoy 


3-3443 HKTHOT ROMEO (12) (Udy Cobhaml C flrailo 6 10 9_ 
32365 TOUNG 7KS (22) (Gcu TayW N a*b^r 6 ID 3 . 


-MARzgaoM 
— Mr E 


JVHrfetnd 


13 135-225 OUMBI (44) (0 R Benaoni P Rodbnf 6 10 0 

14 5-05432 re&SIENTOUMERCBliqPStadN RHofe& 6 100 

15 3WD-S0 MrdHHD PARK (7) (D) ICRBaweCC ABaneG U 100 — 

16 3DP0 BUY BARB! (20) (The Cotrttii Qmaon) G Baftftg 6 10 0 . 

17 3FP5FD- (MaMBATIA/fr(R5(245)lBPJcneslRBater6lOO 

- IT i 


— BtSSard 
_B FbKdq (6) 
BPoeeB 


JKAFTtttMd 
— R swage 

1 Frost 

_Jt Procter 0] 

A P McCoy 

B I 


_D 


_DJ 


Mnanum we&ic IGsl Trje handcup ivetyas.' Olrtr 9sr 13*. PersfctenT Girtw 9a 126, Mayfietf Park 
9st BBy Butt* 9ss lGti. Dosur Batson 9sL 

BETTING; 3-1 Carrig Dnv, 7-1 LatMteter Prjrie, 8-1 Foxtrot Rsaeo, Mr PteyfH, 10-1 Aca Play- 
er, Royal Piper, Persistent 6mser, 12-1 octets 
198S: Rfaol Poet S 10 11 A Tory 16-1 (Mrs J Reriree-Baww 13 nm 
FORM GUIDE 

Lonsdotme. who s sJruggng al present, has had a merge of stables, it may mate a 
difference, though one of the few showing Improvement is She novice FOXTROT ROMEO, 
keeping on In treat behind Sparkfing Yaenan over a furlong and a had less at Warwick last 
time. The extra distance should help and ha is on a fair waijjn tar his first handicap. 
Although Royal Piper has a stone mote to shoiider than whan successful r this race 
last year, he s m better farm man 12 months ago and the opposition isn’t qune as 
Strong. A promisog third TO Kara at Chepstow In November was foamed by fern being 
touched off by Tour Leader at T-xetton, so It would be no surprise if he won opM. 
fwndsaer Pryile's sole success was in a mares’ event refer the couse and dtetance on 
soft ground last February, She has raced only once since then, however, and wiS need (0 
run up to that form. The ground was rating fest when SBver Standard won error thte trip 
at Stratford m October - Roya! Piper back fa seventh on his first race of die season - but 
he also has wmmg form on tins easier surface. Three rretes in testing conrfittons at 
ToMcester last time was probably stre&ctwg his samara and he Is rex wntrout a chance 
hare. Sufraab kept pke&ng away and was beginning to make grremf m ore finish over 
tm and a half furlongs less at Taurorm Iasi Thursday. The grey was quia smart in Hs day 
and capable of running into a place. Best ton&int could be Bflty Barter, wno made 
much more of a show at Toncestar tost tone and may do better gening weight fa a 
handicap. Sel ec tion: FOXTROT ROMEO 


RACING RESULTS 



Atehureu. Tote: *23O;jEl-T0; 
30. Dual Forecast: fTaS-SO. CSF. 
f. Northern Kin^Jorn. 
unit valiaS Strum) ll-8tav. *- 
lar 7-2; 3. Pionnyo 33-1. 13 ran- 
— j ai on> fl m f.1 ,90. 


£6.50. \2$r . 1 

KJffTlf BAW8STER IA P McOoyl 

4-1 ffa; 3. Us Grand 5-H 

8*33-1.17 nan- nk, 12.(TMc- 

s £13. 70: £2.50. £1-70, LlM. 
£71.7 0. CSF: £-13-50. Tncast 
X £133.30. . 

IAW7HOSNE tas* « ferom 5- 
Lite 9-2: 3. Ftour dn T* lS-z. 
tsv BnmnUU Bnfi 1 “5»- 

nraJ.Tote: £7 JO; £2M0. £3JO. 
£ 15 . 60 . CSF: £28.55. TneasE 
o: £57.20. 


3JXK 1- EARLY DRINKER (J A McCarthy) 
6-4 fev; 2. DruncuDan 14-1; 3. P t e duus 
Wonfer 40-1. 38 tan. 12, 39 (0 Sherwood). 
Tote: £120; ££20. £IM. £1930. OP. 
£33.00. CSF: £23.46. Tito: £264 JO. 

3J50: 1- HARVEST VIEW (G Badtey) 13- 
2; 2. k**w Summit 9-2; 3. Whatfe The Joke 
10-L 11 ran. 13-4 tw Dark NgmhgaJe (pu). 
:fi. 10. (C Brooks). Tote: £10 JO; £3 JO. 
£1.10. £2 JO. DF: £2Sjq CSF: £35.46 Tntt 
£72.10. Tncasc £27L17. NR: Fly In Amber. 

4-20: 1. MAESTRO RAUL CMrPCTKeetfc) 
20-1: 2. Rhoman Ran 25-1: 3 l OpaT* Ttospot 
16-1: 4. Gaol Chuactar 13-1. IS ran. 4-1 
00 fevs LeCha Nrer, ftxm ftiyai Square, nto 
15. U Gifford). Tate: £2080; £7.10. £3.70, 
£4.00, £2.90. OP. £169 33. CSF: £410.74. 
Tncasc £7.181.97. f#fc Tncksome. 
jackpot: £67.215.10. 

Pfecapoe £32020. Qnadprrt £36^1 
Place 8: £113 J6- Bra & £45^7- 
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MATIONAL HUNT 
FESTIVAL 


12TH ■ 13TH * 14TH MARCH 


3 DAY BADGE £120 
SALES CLOSE JAN 27TH 
- (01242) 226226 -- 

CHELTENHAM 

RACECOURSE 


S FOSfcHH n 

1.10: 1. BALHERHOCH <L wyert 2-1: 2. 
Wfeiab fiffl 8-11 fev; 3. GenerM Jbnbo 25- 
1_ 13 ran. rk. 15- CM H tasttTOy. tAafean). 
Tates £350; £1.10. £150. £18.70. DF: 
£1.70. CSF: £454. Tno: £1830. NR: Hi#v 
land Mfey. 

L40: ORCHIDARMA M DAyer) 9-1: 2. 
WBrf Rom ofYbrfc 5-1: 3. Vintage TWtangar 
5-2 fev' 4. Thames Rand 7-1 . 17 ran. 3. 
7. U Qua*, htean). Tote: £1550: £3.40, 
£3-60. £1.70. £150. DF: £37.40. CSF: 
£60.44. Trcasfc £145^2. Tna £3l.6a Mt 
Aurne Lora. 

2.10 : 1 GENERAL'S ORDERS (W Fry) 7- 
2: Z Sanderfand Echo 8- 13 tav; 3. Ray Bay 
20-1. 14 ran. 1^. nh. U Morion, Barnsley). 
Tates £650: 11.4ft, £1.10, £4.70. DF: 
£350. CSF: £659. Tna £4650. 

2j 40: Z CALL THE SHOTS (K Jones) 15 
B tav; Z GO SBfy 7-2: Z Rnch’s Gem 3-L 
23 ran. 2. 3a U IV&fle. FteijrtIL Tate: £250: 
£1.40, £150. £150. DF: £4.70. CSF: 
£10.06. Tna £2.7a 

SJD: 1- THESIDOER fR Gamayi 7-1; 2. 
Dmcfbnf Hu£51s 3. Xaondabfl 12-1 . 12 ran. 
4-1 Jt fevs Bar's Deb&£ ft Flash trf Realm 
, 'S3U. 6. 4. (M w swpfay. Shenff VTUtaar). 
Tote: £8.00; £3.00. £250, S2JBO. DF: 
£4130. CSF: ££3 01 Tresas £ £625.49. 
Tna £14510. 

340: 1_ NEW CHARGES fB Geasan) 6-1 
Z Gokfen Nugget 4-2 fas 3. High Peo- 
howe 4. life, lfl can, 13, & (P Beaumom. 
3rawtsbyi. Tote: £750; £2.70. £2.40. 
£150. OF: £1610. CSF: £30.59. Tno: 
£1230. Trsac £20*. 75 

4J0c Z MEADOWBURN |7 Reed) 5L Z 
Detryfe Daagtt 12-U Z HBM UmpflNht 10- 
2. 17 ran. eras fev Gatos D&gsi <59t). 


3V:. IV*. W Reed, Haham). Tata £350; 
£1,40. £250, £4,30. DF: £950. CSF: 
£6959. NR: Decent Penny. 

Plecepot: £25.10. Oradpat: £1950. 
Piece «fc £21.65 Pfeee 5: £17.66. 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
ZOO: Z FARMOST IC Note*) 4-7 fev; Z 
Dunumer Golf Tone 51: Z Caaetguante Hero 
50-1- 13 ran. ‘-h, 5 (Sir Mark Prescott). Tata 
£180: £110, £150, £6320. DR £340. CSR 
£357. Tntc £10350. 

250: Z (UMBO WAU2BI (Ala Greaves) 
5-1- Z Bars* 5-4 tte 3. Evereat 3-1 11 
rra nK 1% IP WteH. Totoc £105ft £410. 
£110, £190. DF: £850. CSF: £13.55. Tna- 
£850. 

350: 1 HELD OF VISION (J Weavert 8- 
1; Z Maple Bey 5-2 tar. Z tOMwyn 9-3. 12 
ran. lid, 2~-h (M Johnstom. Tula £10.70; 
£350. £190. £350. DF: £38.90. CSF: 
£3150. Tncasc £102.94. Tno: £3150. NR: 

350: 1. CHINA CASTLE V Fortune) 9-4; 
2. Iheetre Magic 7-1: Z Ler<y Dfgrtiy 10 
19 inn. 74 tavDomore. 1^, 1W* PHasteife. 
Tata: £330: £140, £350, £3-50- DF: 
£1600. CSF: £20.03. Tncast £133.07. 
Tna £24.60. 

400: 1 STEVIE'S WONDER (G BartfeeS) 
avers fev; Z Fretee da Ral 8-1 Z B Mdo 
7-Z 11 ran. Hfl. 20. (M Ryatl). Tote: £110; 
£150. £250. £100. DF: 132.7ft CSF: 
£1178. Tno: £450. rR Castle Secret. 

400: 1 CHADWELL HALL (C Teaguel 5- 
L Z King (tem&o 10-1: Z Fnathactorw 
Lane 8-1 11 ran. 7-2 fev Southern Domm- 
ton ififal. 2, IV*. IS Bownng). Tat* £8-40; 
£250. £6.40, £250. DF; £54.40. CSF: 
£58.06. Tncasc £38436- Tno: £73.00. 
FlacapoC £1830. Qoadpot: £1450. 

Place Bz £36.92. Place 6: £30-77. 


Ascot race by £20,000 io 
£360.000. The additional sup- 
port or the racecourse will en- 
sure that it joins lhe Derby in 
a dub of two as British races 
with £}fzm in prize-money. 


National winner, heads the lisl 
for Uitoxeter’s race, with Lord 
Relic, owned by Sian Clarke, the 
track's chainnan, another in- 
teresting candidate. Top class at 
his best. Lord Relic has not 
raced since sustaining an injury 
in the 1994 Welsh National. 

Lord Relic is also one of 82 
entries for Aintree. along with 
Carvili's Hill, another conva- 
lescent in Martin Pipe’s yard, 
and Royal Athlete, last year's 
winner, who has not seen a race- 
course since. 

“He is fine," Mark Pitman, 
assistant to Royal Athlete's 
trainer, Jenny, said yesterday. 
“We are building his whole 
year around Aintree. He is 
coming along steadily and he 
wiD have one or two runs before 
Liverpool. We are taking care 
and won't rush him." 

Of the nine horses who fol- 
lowed Royal Athlete home last 
April, only two, Dubacilla and 
Romany King, both now retired, 
are not among this year's initial 
entry. Bookmakers, no doubt 
desperate to boost turnover in 



Nicholson: jockey short 


another double-rollover week 
for the Lotteiy, wQl offer you 20- 
1 the field, but since even the 
official handicapper is pot yet 
sure of the final weights, this is 
3 very rare occasion when 
Cameloi offers better value 
than the local betting shop. 

Grad National (Aintree, 30 March), 
warn Hit 2ftl Rashfog Steel Maser Wk 
Monsieur Le Cure, Royal Moumremme. Su- 
perior Finish. Young Hustier. 25-1 Deep Bram- 
ble. Earh Summit. Lusty Ugfti. McGregprThe 
Trent Rough Quest. Royal Athlete. Smith's 
Band. Val D'Alene, 33-1 odiere. 

LadbrokaK 16-1 DuMn Hjw. JodamL Ytufag 
Hustier. 20-1 Master Oats, Superior Finish, 
Smith's Bara. 25-1 Lusty U0K. Deep Bram- 
ble, Lo Stregpne, Earth Summit, Rough 
Quest. 3J-1 others. 

Tate: 14-1 Young Hustier, 16-1 Dublin Fly- 
er. Supenor finish. 20-1 Deep Bramble. Jo- 
dsmr. Lo Stre&ne. Master Oats. Monsieur Le 
Cure. 25-1 


HUNTINGDON 


-PMetMgHta 


HYPERION 

12£0 Tim L20 Music Master L50 Hawaian Sam 
220 Whispering Court 250 Act The Wag 3J20 
PETTAUGH (nap) 3-50 Eez-Away 420 The 
Ibfseach 


10 630236 WUSOT (54) ff Lee 6 101? 

U &SCE& CAPtiUN WWMLADE (49) D Thom 7 10 6 S 

12 QP4523 WBOOE IWNDER 02] M Braosmck 6 10 6.. PI Uq 

13 IP QfE0MAy LAW |S7) (D) Lfa& A EitVvocxk 4 10 S _J Ryai 

14 POO FQSTf BOSS (M) K T«to»vCa*e& 4 10 Q .CUeweBya 

15 OTO tAAL (12) M Baradough 4 10 o tea Staid 

-ladedarad- 

Mmmanwe^itKW. Due iBrefcapteigttFeaiy Boss as 9fa.Laef fife 4 Bl 
BOTWG: 9-2 Stags OoU, 5-1 Donteiw Rtag, 7-1 Ml OThe Rags, 8-1 
Mm Wader. 10-1 Btetochftam Bad. Lord WMUaften, 12-1 othare 


GOING: Good lo Soft (Soft in place*). 

■ RJfihi-hand, Irvd course, ttluvln UDQyrb- 

■ Racecourse b. ol junction of Al and ARM. Huntingdon railway 
station (aenrtcc (mm London. King's Cna) is 1 mile away. AD- 
MISSION: Members £12; TaUeiwJfe £8; Course S4. CAR 
PARK: Free. 


BET WITH THE TOTE NOVICE CHASE 
(QUALIFIER) (CLASS E) £5000 added 3m 

1012-31 ACTlHEWA8(82)lD)ATiJirel7113 PCKbtnj 


2-50 


SIS 


CHANNEL 


2204- IF DO RMHIUf (B2) M BradSUrti 7113 

«P01fF IBtoDEAN (2fl 0 NehoKm 9 U 3 R 

IP-4511 qUtlEAIMN(8)Wjgnls8U0 T 


PHoBv 

P) 


_W 


WINNERS ZN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Nope. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Jotoa Use Boy (350)108 been sera 
210 miles bjr N Mason from Crook, Co Durham; Grand Cm (12-5(1) 
A Brca^lan (1150.1 hove been muL 1 86 nrifcs by Mrs M Revd^firom 
Lmntefe. Clevehnd. 


JUMMo 


12.50 


OFFORD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
(Divn £3^00 added 2m ilflyds 


12143 TM (20) (CO) J Jenkns E 11 12 

00- AUEOONUID(BMR^ar5115. 
OW OOTOH HtiL (8) R Wcfel 8 11 5 . 


DWIMM 

GRO HUNK KNOWS (4CJT George 6 115 RJMmoi(3) 

30 amNDCnJ(5Q(HF)MnMRflWley5U5 Sleep) 

400 LETS BE HUM (71) C Buy 5 US PHaflej 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 W PMM COURT (ID Mb L WfaaiBan 8 10 10 SIMM 

U RWO PraOWPtretfT) JPrkerig? ID 10 WWortMsgton 

12 055031- EUVLA BW (238) 0 Brennan 8 10 10 MBranaa 

13 03P-24 SBKE WAHBLBt (BQ Mis P Robeson 9 10 S —M Rlchanh 

BETTWa 2-1 Co Dan fair, tU AetTte Waft S-lHrtridara, 7-1 Do Wtfti- 
If, 20-1 Do Be Have. San* MMrier, 25-1 otter* 


PflVCMa DO BE HAW (12) Mrs J Wmai 8 10 10 — 

W R0DUION (IS) John Beny 9 10 10 

124F42 SO BAUiSHC (12] J OSiffi 7 10 10 

OF MAJORS LEGACT HT Paster 7 10 10 

0-510F NUPDOHM BUT (22) NCnance 71010- 


a2o 


SAPLEY CONDITIONALS HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS F) £2^50 2m 5f UOyds 


36 lflfCHEEKirMM(2iO)DNcte(nn511S Wl 

3- POMTH) RBMRK (25B) N Henfercon 5 11 5J R Kawaagi 


OP330O- S*flBftQpS^MraSl4mjmai6115_ 


ID 

n 

DFOD 5HAJM0N LAD (40) A Carol 6 11 5 

0 SUAS LEAF (75) J M Altaian 6 11 5 

D Marts 

„ ...KDrar 

12 



12 

14 

01P WTEMMKfTSlCfexteeilS 



■ —JR BbIuw 

16 



17 

000 BiO DANCES (Ml H Otar 7 HO 

DwtiflM 


-a 

BETT1NQ: 7-2 Meoeiove, 6-1 lira, Mb’ Choefcjr Ha, 7-1 Pofatod RaBMfa 
8-lttiePtewte, Bread Cn, 10-1 VMte Matte, 1S-1 otters 


P 5U14 CAN CAN CHARLE (49) (BF) J fined 6 12 0 l Aspef 

ZWX& SBADJANIBTQMsMFtoKfeyGUS GLro(3) 

P301-15 JOHNS THE B0T(7B}N Mason 10 US 5Hremfh(7) 

OQLGOSO FUf BY NORTH (19) D fechofion B 11 6 XJIIqna(10] 

2FCP-6P NORTHERN SQUIRE (20) J fetfcreon 8 11 5 . Newtofl (7) 
0&52U DifOcaiT PWNCKS (BAH W A James 9110 _.GTbray 

004SC6 PLATtTS RBrtJBUC (<7) (C) J Jh*»k 5 10 13 SFn(3) 

P -31544 PEI1MIGH(inGIUradS1012 K Bade (3) 

1UOF04 DEmHQBMDGE(14)(D)MisSJcfinsaiG1012 

» JetUBB 
— LAfpNI 
...BHogfa 


10 6B0D61 CAMBO M(D)M Santa 10 1012 (6M-. 

11 4POMO MORE OF ft (10) M Robera 11 10 10— 

12 P00-430 ALASXAN HQR Cl*) A Streeter 5 10 9 _ 

13 562P0O RMG ConniS [U) MRuerteS 103. 

14 *00046 LBSWOOD RR lee 8100- 


OFFORD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) (DfV 
■^“1 i) £3^00 added 2m 110yds 


624*136 WH9I WARBtER (2Q) (D) Me P Hobeson 6 11 7 M Richards 
00 DMKMBMNBHl(B9)MEaSV«Dn5115— Aaytytra 

RB) JUfkCI A Itittel 5 11 5 SMcJM 

200 GBBtAL JACNE CM) J QflonJ 6 11 5 PH* 

1 BRACBBD(7B)NChare»6U5. 
ia£TSDWRSlra^6U5. 

0 KUMAiB KMG (6fi A (femS 6 11 5 DHoms 

P0- LOCHGAJBMN07QFAUphy6115 PCariMoy 

MUSK MASfER C E(jrfon 6 U 5- lOdnroe 

0 SHUJK(64)0Bennan6115 SOVuraeKT) 


15 PP30-35 CAPDUN 00E (14) R Oirtts 6 100 — 

16 1K&TQ LOFTY Dffi) (20) WMussanE 100 

-16 1 


D Hansen (4) 

FMcLaagUa 

G Crone (4) 

fTfedaod 


hUnmmlgt:10u.Ituelmgai>tmigK Captain Coe 9a 13b. U/iy Deed 
9u 9b 

BETTING: M Hjr By North, 5-1 Caafaa, 6-1 Jotore The Boy, 7-1 Cn Caa 
Cbaiflo, 8-1 PMloueh, 10-1 Darting Bridge, LsesMad, 12-1 Others 


3-50 


MARCH HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5^00 added 2m 110yds 


000 BUST 8UIAL (14) H Ofecr 7 ll 5. 

00 YfOCHTTOU (55) F IcnWi 6 11 5 

0 OOaLIMWNOqRPnce5UO. 


04» LADY HKD 5HEHT (59) T Faster 6110- 
SONQ EXPRESS 1 Bosley 8 110 , 


laeqgf (Star 

J ladder 

J’lfcLoaehfai 
— Albanian 
_JM Baste) 


OOPP THE COVBDRY FUBf (BE) N Scntil 7 11 0 AfaMRodda 

340 BOIDWYN (SQ Bab Jones 4 10 7 CUsonOp 

- 17 declared - 

BETTM&: 9-2 GracaSfed, 61 Music Master, find Jeffrey, 7-2 Won Htar- 
Uer, 8-1 Bentraf Jodda, lft-l Gokfujn. 20-iethn 


12254- SUE METAL (449) (D) 0 UcCan 13 12 0 OMeCSdn 

45103-4 REJOfflUS (83) (D) J Qimn 11 11 6 — MDwpv 

0 -111P8 EZftWtif (36) (D) T Rusaer 7 113 IRKa«0i 


&430F1- IHAJAt SFIASN (313) (D) S Earto 9 11 1 
<WHJ WVUM (6) J &Swd 9 10 1 


C Maude 

-PHda 


5F4P-20 PEBMARBC (42) (0) Mis A Wudmr 13 10 0 J A McCarthy 

Wm VODKA HZZ (44) R Awe 11 100 QVSdten 

-Tdedared- 

Mnbnum oal0ic IQsl True handicap weighs: Pegname 9st 88L Vacua Rz? 
9a m. 

BEITINC: 84 Refafaos, 7-2 Wired tipfnnli, 82 EezrAwey, 7-lWytam,12- 
1 Sine Heed, Pegratoe, 16-1 VorBa Rzz 


Ten] CLALTOE BANKS 7UTH KRTHQWf NOVICE 
■ L ^ W| CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 added 2m 


J Osborne 


. 110 yds 

064313 FEME (13) (0) JJwMfB 8 11 11 

43454 -U AN0T1BI VBflUS (42) F Muptv 0 11 4 PCaiteny 

41D3H> BA1B0H SANTA (13) S Brnfadw 7 11 4 IRMBbo 

W1P2-55 CHUmiCaClfi)MsEHBafa6114 RSinfe 

Wffl> COPPBt CABLE (18) C Snvtft 9 11 4. Ml 


4.20 


2-D102F HAWAIAN SAM (22) A ftmef 6114 L (fenny 

&5F4^P MSHT FANCV (SQ Us A WoodRH 8 11 4 lAUeCarthy 

453232 SUPSI COM Rite 8 11 4 PMctnttfti 

-Bdedared- 


KnmB:&4S(ipsrCr>ki, 94 HkhacSm. 7-1 Heron, 8-1 Baton Sa»- 
ta, 10-1 Mutter Venture. 14-1 CMtePued, 20-1 othare 


2.20 


1 40440 

2 OPO-623 

3 663(033 
26-P4P* 

F05 
6 00-4F2 

5P515-1 
066 
4060 


YELLING NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,2 00 added 2m 110yds 

l0RDWQlMaONTOiJart«65Uia S Rat B) 

KMETS BOLD (221 Mra L RKheids 6 11 B MRfctnds 

DOUNOS RMG n 0 tt ronai 7 U 8 M Brennan 

BET5CHH0RN BARD (7) D Garadfa 6 11 4 M Dwyer 

BOLD AlWSaENT (13) W Cunt^Bin 6 11 3 — 5) Sratota 
BASS0MAUytU5MsPay6U3 ft Matey 

HU. ODE RfifiS (77) (D) Us D Hake T 11 0 _G Ho^a (9 

JACK LEADER (B3) MB J Ced 5 10 13 1 Hot 

WMSPERMG COURT (22) A Tuntefi 6 10 13 QCrm(7} 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
B 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 


HUNTINGDON MAIDEN OPEN NH FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) ££000 2m 110yds 

0 KKHOVEIMI (320)) 0B6 115 lOxtemr 

32 BMMUET MW (20) R Wlnm; 6 11 5 SfUghmy 

4 fQJRSlS (3S) Mre P Slf 5 11 5 RMreMy 

ratSIllS5MttEDGn3ad6 115 _Hfelten 

5 FUBIG FBOIER (36) M Hoceits 5 11 5 GHo&n(3) 

2 - GOVERNOR DAIB. (30^ J O'Shea 5 11 5 SQu«t»f7) 

MUSSraRD N Gaselae 5 11 5 F Cooper (7) 

(WnflEAL M Heeton-Fte 5 11 S 0Oto«nr 

ROYAL RAVEN J QfW 5 11 5 PMdo 


6 SR DANTE (44) RltMe 5115.. 


SO SMN7TL0RD(54)J Boster5 US 

0 WE RMSEACH (47) (BF) J Fanfltane 5 11 5 WMrateo 


-MBodev 


5 COWUmWO LADY (4«R CUBS 6 UO, 
0 
0 
0 


G0QDGOWBGME(23}Wtenira5110- 
RESP (46) J O’Shea 5 11 0 . 


JO Herts 


AJDtSUN pi) G Braay 4 10 7 

P9N GROVE C Wlttnan 4 107 

RS l E4rOfKRPCinU410 7. 

STARCHTSQtESTT fanes 4 10 7 — 
SWYIEORO PHDE ) Botirertey 4 10 7. 
TANBO MAN R Pro 4 10 7 

SHADYBHHFJoafen4ia2 

-22 declared - 


A Dobbin 

— K Breda (3) 
— A Tfaxntnn 
— CUenrfljn 
JRKteangb 

OEtew 

— PCartteoy 


BErmba-lBrefatey May, 5-1 Bovemor Dankai, ll'SHMletaeack, &- 
1 Royat ftsvao, 8-1 Btagrom Aten. 101 CotfaWnrfad Lady, 1>1 otterg 


LINGFIELD 


HYPERION 

140 Royal Print 2JL0 Mr Nevermind 240 Last 
But Not Least 3JJ0 Double-O-Seven 340 Rakis 
410 Total Rach 


MACMLLAN HAM3KAP (CLASS E) £4050 
L~rl added 5VO 5f 

1 106200 CABATOLU (13) (Dl ®F) P Bans 9 7 J Fortum 5 

2 034-1 LAST Bttf NOT LEAST (12) fCDj R Johnson H(X®aon 9 1 


GOING: Standard. STALLS: 5TA 1 rn outside, remainder inside. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low Tor 51. 

■ Left-hand, sharp course (EquUiack surface). 

■Course is south east of town on B2028. Unflftdd a«ton (served 
by London Vtouxta) sr^olns coarse. ADMISSION: AH endasuies 
£9, CARPARK: Chib £3: remainder free. 


3 25451-3 9 U HIGH (23) (CO) J Beny 9 0 . 

4 554302 SlffEET HARBOUR (2) D VWson 8 11., 

5 106000 CH9ACAST{2O)(0lDfechQta810. 

G 0133-24 IMNCMBJACX(12}(CD)JBnrigBrS 10 , 

7 5606- DOUBLE OR BUST (38) A NencanOe 81 

-7 tfedaed- 

BEITTNS: 94 last Bol Not Least, U-4 9 La H&, 7-2 ! 

01 DoeRta Or Btet, 13-2 Dandng Jack, U-l Gegakdo, 14-1 ( 



SIS 


BUNKERED FOOT TIME: Doala (1.40), Good So Fla (1 .40). 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: CmroDs Mare 
(M01 won here on ThmsdaBrt Raida 13.40) & Kofml Cireos (J .401 
both won here on Saturday. 

LONG-DISTANCE SLONNKHS: Second Colonre 12.10) has 
been sera 280 miles by Mrs M Beveley from Lingdale, 
Cleveland: DouWe-O-Sevon (8.10) sera 270 miles by M 
Johnston (mm Mfeddleham, North VorteWre. 


3-10 


j DISRAELI MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
I £5/450 added 3Y0 7f 

1 D0UBU4VSEXB»MJcStt3Mi90 SWBMT5 

2 400022 RAJH (12) W Miar 9 0 teraffim Lopez 4 

3 00- AUSTAR8 DANCBI (39 IJNa^ton8 9 — TAaMey(7)l 

4 2-4 CRBH6 (14) Sr Mark ftescoa B 9 Cr*dter2 

5 0 NOflTIBM HRACLE (83) C Wal89 W trad 3 

-5dedared- 

EETTHB: 84 M 7-4 DoubteftSaea, 7-2 0«eiik« 10-1 Afctort Daocer; 
20-1 Nortbeoi UfeEta 


1 AO 


THATCHER LIMITED STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3J00 added tm 4f 

QO450-1 CARROLLS MARC (7) (CD) C Munar8 94 J Weaver 6 

050441 BOYAi. CfflCtB (5) (C”,P Vitttw 794 flandi(7)3 

090000 KSCAVaiSlf«Y (72) B3 A Moore 5 92 „Cand)fUertfl 13 
OWHX) MBMIieSSaK8I(18)NUtnn]en7 92iBmhB(7)14 

240506 BOKALfVMT(12)WMur7 92 taanflane Lopor lfl 

304006 SASSnER(7)PMdway6 92 A CMC 9 

CO0O65 1»*DH»US(7)JBnc®f592 Mfetfel 

000005- fWS ATTRACTION (183) i Tcter 4 8 12 id Rtaravt 

600040 9OO0SO FA (12) fa)C Atari 4812 .NAdam>7 


(O Art! LLOYD GEORGE HANDICAP (CLASS D} 
\~y\ £5y450 added 7f 

QftOOl ASIAALP80) p] R hfct^s 6 100 -SDRMK{3)1 

501-ill RAICS (S) tQD) M Bmafa 6 100 ffial R Cochrane 3 

004401- P8MU SU (82) (D) M Rjw 5 9 10 T Ives 6 


2654-24 PBVLOUS PUBHT (7) (CO) (Bp) W Mw 5 o 9 — IWeaarB 

231-040 FOUROFSPMESS(C0)PEjans59 7 1 Fortune 4 

01021-3 8080 JMGK (16) (C) (BF) L Uonragi* Hal 4 9 7 

IF Egan 2 

-Sdadared- 

BETTH& 7-4 Rakte, 3-1 Prim SBc, 02 Pedtoas mad, 13-2 ABtota, 7- 
1 Rote Mode, 8-1 Fow Of Spade* 


J3 GriBBbs (5) 5 


13 WOOtV- JADTS DHEAM (457) Bfi£n£58ll SDMawU 

14 552630 BCWESS FANIASy (41) C Doer 4 8 7 I Stock (3) 11 

-Udectored- 

BEITTNte 4-1 RoyM Oita*, 03 HE Fane Dancer, 6-1 Csnntia Mare, 7-1 
Bodes Ffadaqr. 8-1 Sm You Atfata, Saaahar, 9J. Onto, 12-1 otten 

GLADSTONE CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS 
E) £4,500 added lm 


APtn] WILSON HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3J900 
added lnt2f 


2JU> 


00211-2 l»IEVGSHHD{7)(C0}GLMine6 95-Alaltereaa(7)8 
116320 SBXffP COUlllRS (15) (Q (D) &ts M Beveley 6 9 3 

1121-13 SPSC^SfiEVDCEailcD) (BF) MftyarT? $ 13 

JtttortedlS 

22402-3 FRESH FBUT DAHY ffl) P Ketoey 4 8 12 _R Coetaano 1 

4(50000 WWTE HEAT (10^ WTianei 484 _CAdWB0e(5)3 

0M5M) TH0SKfBEH0P(14)tC)i&cgjr5&3 _lfefeB4 

613360 BURNT SBiNA (16) (D) J Uoort! 4 8 0 MBafaf(E)7 

000066 OFFTHEAR(8l(D)BUaK4fl580 NCaMe2 

-SMato' 

BSnwCt 2-lspcnearit Rawaea. 94 Ift Nnomind, 4-1 Path FfeH ftd- 
to 62 Saeonti Cdaora, 12-1 Off The Nr, 20-1 Bunt Siena, 25 otbere 


04020-0 CMW<r FALCON (10) John Beny 5 100. 


.V Smith 4 

60012-6 AWESQAK P0HBI (21) (CO) I FUs ID 9 11 A dark 9 

103350 UUB4A1E WASHIOR (131) (C) C C)2H 6 9 10 _J Weavers 

032000 BANDRA(U)SDm4 98 RCoefemS 

103013 TOTAL BACH (21) (C0) R fanam 4 9 7 TAaUey(7]12 

5*60000 OLAOUE (2W D Qiapniaii 4 9 4 ACutiune7 

005f PSWCESS PABHOT (573) lot Humrgjon 6 8 13 

AtmeeCoekf7)l 

B 046403 ufonTUtw (17) J 58U I Fortune 3 

9 4113-20 REALMAORDp)0Ereiffi‘.5S6».. NAdarrelO 

10 302152- UUNSARBtatmTsnWMuasonBeb PVteCate(3)6 

11 OUL056 SOT1T Of POWER (10) N 6aDE^ E 6 4 F Norton 13 

12 000(00 aiN0RYER(7) AUmre-^S 1 M Fenton 2 

13 206000 WBaASBBYOBjmNLinwxErtiTlO 


J Branrtfi (7) 11 

-13 doctored - 

Mhhun w®W: 7a 10b. True ftawtap ofrffii. Sot 7= 5j3. 

BEnwa 7-2 Lady Sabina, 0* Total Ftach, 5-1 AweramePioref, 6-1 Lucky 
Ttidto 8-1 Bod Matfd, 101 Zun Ryer, 12-1 Saodfa, 14-1 otten 
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sport 

Britain 

survive 

Spanish 

onslaught 

Hockey 


BILL CO LW1 Li- 
re ports from Barcelona 
Great Britain 
Spain 


Great Britain remain on course 
for a place in the Atlanta 
Olympics following iheir draw 
with Spain in Barcelona yes- 
terday in the fifth day of the 
qualifying tournament. 

After twice taking the lead, 
they allowed Spain back into the 
game and then had to endure 
a very tense last 25 seconds as 
Spain took their only penalty 
corner of the game. Fortu- 
nately Nick Thompson was 
quickly off the line to charge 
down Joaquin Malgosa's shot 

It was Maigosa, with a block 
on Rob Thompson in the 17th 
minute, who provided Britain 
with their onfy penalty corner 
of the game. On ran specialist 
CaJum Giles and with what ap- 
peared nonchalant ease placed 
the ball into the back of the net 

Eight minutes into the second 
half Jaime Amai drifted around 
the back of the British defence 
to equaitee from a narrow angle. 
Within two minutes Britain were 
back in the lead, Rob Thompson 
findin g himself unmarked at the 
top of the code and bsfcing home 
Nick Thompson’s free hfi. 

Juan Garaa-Maurino scored 
Spain’s second to maintain their 
unbeaien record in the tourna- 
ment. Britain play the Nether- 
lands today in their fifth game. 

OREAT BRITAIN: S Mason (Reading): J Wyatt 
(Reading), Soma Stagh (Soufieael. G Fbnfem 
(Hnnoow), Hal* ToliMr (Canwcfo, 5 Httfftt 
(Hounslow), C Mayor (Cannock). J Shaw (South- 
pte), RTbampaan Ofounstowi.J lasted (Ted- 
drawn, rapt). N Iteropson KXd LouffnaretoB). 
Substitutes toad: C GUas (Havant). H Hasten 
(Rearing). D HaS (CuDdfant). 

SPAIN: R JutiasK J Mangas (capo, J AmK. R 
Stoa, J Amau. V Pujol, J Gsnaa-Maunno. P tisot 
A tetetK, J Escane. A Amau. SUntButea wait 
X Bairie. J Draros. 

Uoililwa: P von Refa iNetii). H Ebtere (Den). 


Lara recalled 
for World Cup 
assignment 

Cricket 


Brian Lara has been included 
in West Indies' 14-strong squad 
for next month's World Cup. 
The former Warwickshire play- 
er was at the centre of contro- 
versy following his withdrawal 
from the World Series in Aus- 
tralia, but he was always a like- 
ly choice after he declared his 
intention to return to interna- 
tional cricket. 

The announcement by the 
West Indies Cricket Board of 
Control suggested that the 
matter may not have been cut 
and dried, however. "Brian 
Lara was written to by the 
chairman of the selection com- 
mittee regarding his involve- 
ment in several recent 
incidents and requesting reas- 
surance of his future commit- 
ment to the team, and his 
loyalty to his fellow players," a 
statement said. 

“The player restated his com- 
mitment to West Indies cricket 
and his respect and admiration 
of the West Indian community. 
He added that if selected, he 
would endeavour to perform to 
the best of his ability." 

The selectors also recalled 
the middle-order batsman Kei- 
th Artburtoo. 

WEST INDIES WORLD CUP SQUAD: R 8 
Rtcftanfeon leapt). ) C Adams. CEL Ambrose. 
K L T Anrurton, I R Btshcv, C 0 Browne. S L 

CrenpbaLSCharatepai.OBUxon.RAH&rp' 

er. ft I C Hotter. C L Hooper, S La-a. C A Wstah. 

Boon retires 
from playing 
for Australia 

David Boon is to retire from in- 
ternational cricket after Aus- 
tralia's third and final Test 
against Sri Lanka, which began 
today in Adelaide. The 35-year- 
old was dropped from Aus- 
tralia's limiLed-overs team earlier 
this year and was not named in 
the squad foT the World Cup. 

He scored a century in the sec- 
ond lest against the Sri Lankans 
in Melbourne in December, 
however, and his 7.344 runs in 
106 matches put him second be- 
hind Allan Border in Australia’s 
all-time Test run-makers list, 
while his 21 lest centuries rank 
him fourth among Australians. 
His lest average stands at 43.71, 
and he has averaged a cealury 
every 8.95 innings. 

Boon said be decided to re- 
tire after being dropped from 
the Australian one-day team be- 
fore Christinas. “Anyone would 
be stupid or lying if they said 
they didn’t feel some sort of 
pressure, but the pressure was 
coming from within,*’ he said. 

“It was a decision I made 
about six weeks ago after dis- 
cussing it with my wife and fam- 
ily. I loved every single moment 
of my Australian career and it 
will be difficult adjusting to life 
without international cricket." 

Boon said he plans to con- 
tinue playing al Sheffield Shield 
level for Tasmania. 


t 
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sport 


Crocks may 
hand Asian 
gold to Els 


Golf 

ANDY FARRELL 
reports from Singapore 

The start of a new •vason - 
everyone fresh, u and raring to 
go. Not quite. Greg Norman is 
in bed with a chest infection. Sam 
Torrance has a septic toe and Ian 
Wbosnam's back is still playing 
up. The 1996 European Tour 
may be set to go farther afield 
than ever before, but it is an ex- 
pansion of the physiotherapy 
trailer that is most needed. 

One reason Johnnie Walker 
has continued its connection 
with the Asian Gassic, which 
usually attracts the world s best 
players, after pulling out of the 
World Championship, which 
did not is that for superstar 
golfers Asia in January is a bet- 
ter proposition than Jamaica 
just before Christmas. 

This year’s event in Singapore 
bas not gone quite according to 
plan. Colin Montgomerie, keen 
to equal Peter Ooslerhuis s 
record of four successive Order 
of Merit titles, has stayed at 
home for the birth of his second 
daughter, Venctia Grace. Sevc 
Ballesteros is on a five-month 
sabbatical learning how to re- 
locate a fairway and Jose-Maria 
Olazabaf withdrew because his 
injured foot means he can stD) 
not walk 18 holes. 

Playing golf is not the only de- 
mand on the top players. There 
is their second career as course 
buOdens. Bernhard Longer broke 
his journey to open his new de- 
sign at Lotus Hill in China: 
Woosnam spent the weekend 
scouting the land for a project in 
Bangkok and Norman looked in 
on te work on the first integrated 
resort and golf course in India, 
Near Delhi, it is called Sterling 
Grand, and usually the question 
is: How many? This is the man 
who earned S30m (Ota) from 
the sale of the equipment com- 
pany Cobra, in which he bought 
a Sl’.9m stake in 1990. 

Norman was feeling ill 
enough to want to skip the 36- 
hour stopover, but according to 
his manager, Frank Williams, 
the owner pleaded with him to 
go. He was given an injection. 


but felt worse and his temper- 
ature is still in the 100s. “I don’t 
think we have another Phuket” 
Williams said, referring to when 
Norman won the same title 
two years ago after not playing 
a practice round. “He only has 
a 10 percent chance of playing." 

Torrance also missed yester- 
day's pro-am, but the swelling on 
his poisoned foot has gone 
down and he expects to play. 

Wbosnam bas been resting his 
bade since November, b 
days’ practice have seen it stiff- 
en up again. “Fve been swinging 
badly for a couple of years and 
that might be the problem. When 
I aim straight it goes crooked and 
when I aim crooked it goes 
straight ” the Welshman said. 

AU this is good news for Ernie 

Els. who is confident after win- 
ning last week’s South African 
Open, the defending champion, 
Fred Couples and even John 
Daly, who has given im burgers 
in a search for the form that 
made him the Open champion, 
rather than finishing 45 shots be- 
hind Couples in Jamaica. 

While the American Tbur 
opens with the West Coast 
swum, the European goes glob- 
al. Fust there is this week’s John- 
nie Walker Classic in Singapore, 
then it is Down Under for the 
Hcineken Classic in Perth next 
week, before going to South 
Africa for a further three tour- 
naments. The advantage is that 
the Tour can provide events at 
this time of year on good cours- 
es in good conditions. This has 
been in response to criticism 
from the membership, who 
sometimes find it bard to say 
anything nice about their work 
place. Not at Tanah Merah, 
which is next door to Chang? - 
the airport not Nick Leeson’s 
current abode. “I can't fault it,” 
Woosnam said. 

On the minus side, the re- 
duced entry means no spots for 
the newcomers to the Tour. 
While most will make their de- 
buts in South Africa, Steve Wsb- 
ster , the winner of the qualifying 
school has received a sponsor's 
invitation. He has just signed as 
a client for the International 
Management Group, who hap- 
pen lo be promoting the evenL 


FA CUP COUNTDOWN: Former Northern Ireland stalwart plots Ipswich’s downfall. 


Phil Shaw reports 


Nicholl waiting for happy hour 



Half an hour’s satis- 
1 faction - that is how 
Chris Nicholl quanti- 
fies the rewards of a 
week’s work as a foot- 
ball manager. Always assum- 
ing, of course, that Ins Walsall 
team have won. 

If that makes Nicholl sound 
like the dour antithesis of 
charismatics like Barry Fiy 
and Ron Atkinson, it is mis- 
leading. His manner is quiet 
but warm and his humour 
self-deprecating, while his love 
of the game is reflected in the 
progressive style on which 
WalsallwDl stand or fall at Ip- 
swich in the fourth round of the 

FA Cup on Saturday. 

It is just that Niched believes 
running a team to be more 
stressful than people imag- 
ine, and prefers plain speaking 
to wisecracking as a method of 

‘I think I did a 
good job at 
Southampton, 
anc as time 
goes by ! have 
to say it looks a 
better job’ 


articulating his view. Asked 
how be filled in the days dur- 
ing the three years between 
leaving Southampton and 
resurfacing at Walsall, he 
replies: “I enjoyed myself.” 

Yet all the time he was des- 
perate to jump bade in. and he 
still has ambitions to manage 
a Premiership club. Why? 
Again he shrugs and smiles. 
“Mad.” 

There must be a method to 
this madness. Last season, his 
first at the Bescot Stadium. 
Nicholl took Walsall up to the 
Second Division. Although be- 
low half-way, they are only 
three points away from the 
play-off places and well clear 
of the bottom-four berth they 
occupied in late October. 

None of which is remark- 
able until you consider that 
Walsall had previously won 
promotion only four times. Or 
that in 17 months at a dub sur- 
rounded by the big spenders 



Chris Nicholl, whose Walsall side travel to Portman Road in the FA Cup on Saturday 


of Aston Villa, Wolves and 
Birmingham, Nicholl has yet to 
pay so much as a pound in 
transfer fees. He is tickled to 
learn that even the famous 
Saddlers’ side of 63 years ago, 
who beat Arsenal in arguably 
the greatest Cup upset of all, 
cost £70 to assemble. 

But then Nicholl, a former 
Villa and Northern Ireland cen- 
tre-half who will be SO in Oc- 
tober, had already demon- 
strated at the highest level his 
ability to survive - and more - 
on a shoestring. Die young tal- 
ents he blooded at The Dell in- 
cluded Alan Shearer, Matthew 
Le Ussier, Sod Wallace and Jeff 
Kenna. Among those he 


bought for a total of £lm, 
were Tim Flowers, Barry Horne 
and Neil Ruddock. 

“I think 1 did a good job at 
Southampton,” he says, “and as 
time goes by 1 have to say it 
looks a better job. We never fin- 
ished below 14th, we were a de- 
cent team who scored goals, and 
I left them with some good 
young players as well as in a 
healthy state financially " 

One assumes he was bitter 
about the way it ended. “Ab- 
solutely not. Bitterness is a 
wasted emotion that could dri- 
ve you round the bend. Die 
board at Southampton are ex- 
cellent. They sacked me and, 
yes. I hope to prove them 


wrong, but they put up with me 
for six years. That was long 
enough for anybody. They 
wanted a change and they were 

right to do it" 

Nicholl is clearly not one to 
indulge in platitudes. He admits, 
for instance, that although he 
enjoyed the leisure time, he had 
begun “to doubt everything, 
including myself" before he 
was invited to succeed Kenny 
Hibbitt at Walsall (where, re- 
vealingfy, he & the 34th manager 
in 6 S seasons). Nor has his 
modest success altered his feel- 
ings about his profession. 

“Managing is a very stress- 
ful job. It doesn’t matter how 
many you've won - we’ve just 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


won four in a row and not con- 
ceded a goal - on Saturday 
evening you get half an hour of 
satisfaction. Then the physio 
comes in and says so and so's 
gpt a bad knee and you find an- 
other player's going to be sus- 
pended. It's then that the 
worries start to build up for the 
next game. 

“What screws you up is that 
there’s no physical outlet for the 
tension. The players get their 
high from ru nnin g around. We 
get the adrenalin but we lose 
control the moment they run 
out of the dressing-room. And 
if one of your players isn't feel- 
ing right or the referee doesn't 
like you that day. you’re in 


uoublc no matter 

y °^ed^ m hebasbcento 

the FA Cup final, the event 
which hooked him on foot- 
bajf was in 19S0 jn 6^1 
r^ton in charge of 
Sampton. They look a 
Dtiuhle-boond Uve . r £’5 “ 

^atinie in the sem.-&>alre- 

membered 

broken leg suffered by the 
Saints’ MarhWoght. 

Tteri/nelasiyear 
led Leeds 1-0 io the third 

round before conceding an 

equaliser three minutes from 

time. They then forced ‘he 
additional half-hour at Elland 
Road before, as NichoU con- 
cedes, “we tired and they 

^DiGseason's run includes, 
bizarrely. an 8-4 win over 
Torquay on a frost-affected 

‘Managing is a 
very stressful 
job. What 
screws you up 
is there’s no 
physical outlet 
for the tension’ 


surface, during which Nicholl 
lost track of the score. Whl- 
sall have since tightened up 
considerably, an improve- 
ment to which Derek Mount- 
field -an FA Cup winner with 
Everton - has made a major 
contribution since arriving 
from Carlisle. 

Nicholl had expected to be 
renewing acquaintance with 
Shearer et a l on Saturday (as 
did Blackburn, die champions 
having somewhat prema- 
turely sent Walsall their tick- 
ets for Ewood Park before 
losing a home replay to First 
Division Ipswich). “Tn theo- 
ry, it gives us a better chance.” 
he says. “Still a small chance, 
but a better one than we'd 
have had at Blackburn.” 

The Cup is no place for 
half-measures. If Walsall win 
this one, expect Nicholl to re- 
lent and enjoy a fell hour's 
satisfaction before the pres- 
sure starts again. 


Questions of Sport 

£40,000 to be won 


Today we are giving you another sporting chance of an instant win. 

In Saturday's paper, there was a Questions Of Sport multi-choice scratch card 
which, if you answer .three sporting questions correctly, gives you the chance 
of an instant cash prize from £ 1 to £1,000. 

You don’t have to be an obsessive fen to play - a good general sporting 
knowledge should suffice. But remember, you only get one chance to answer 
each question, so if you are in any doubt, check it out. 

The card contains eight games so you can play daily through to Friday 26 
January. This Saturday in The Independent we will give you a new Questions of 
Sport scratch card. 

As well as the daily instant cash prizes there is a weekly accumulator prize of 
£5,000 to be won. 



HOW TO PLAY 

Today we are playing the . section of 
the card dated Thursday 25 Januaiy. 
Below are three sporting questions, 
each with three possible answers 
coded as A, B and C. Scratch off your 
answer to Question Nineteen either 
A,B or C in the Q19 column then 
repeat for Q20 and Q21. 

THE QUESTIONS 

Q19 Id which sport is the 

America's Cop a major trophy? 

A: Baseball 
B: Sailing 
C: Ice hockey 

Q20 What Is the distance of the 
Grand National? 

A: Three miles 
B: Rve miles 
C ; Four and a half miles 

Q21 Which footballer currently 
playing fa the Premiership woo 
three Premiership / First Division 
winners' medals In succession? 

A: Alan Shearer 
B: David Batty 
C: Eric Cantona 


IMPORTANT 

Scratch off ONE letter only for each 
question. 

If you reveal three identical cash 
amounts on any one game section on 
any one day, you win that amount. 
After you have played the last game 
on your card, total the cash amounts 
you have revealed. If your total is 
£5,000 you win or share the £5,000 
accumulator prize. Ybu could also win 
today's instant prize of £100 by 
revealing an asterisk. 

HOW TO CLAIM 

IF you have revealed three identical 
cash amounts of £5 or under, DO 
NOT PHONE Take the claim coupon 
OR a piece of plain paper with your 
name and address on It PLUS the 
relevant section of the card to one of 
the newsagents listed below. 

For prizes over £5, phone 01254 
683666 (Irish Republic 0044 1254 
683666) between 10.30am and 4pm 
today. 

Participating newsagents: WH Smith, 

John Menzies, Fotbuoys, Marti ns^RS 
McColl, Dillons, Gibbs, Macs, 
Supercigs, United News Shops, Star 
News, K Balfour, Eason, GT News, 
Paperchain - Village Store, Paper 
Shop. 

IF you have any difficulty redeeming 
your card and coupon for a prize send 
both to: Independent Questions Of 
Sport claims, P0 Box 60, Burnley, 
BB10 1SH. 

RULES AS PREVIOUSUT 
PUBLISHED 


SOME OF OUR WINNERS SO FAR: 

Christine Marsden 

for m Burnley, Lancs - £1000 

Martin Soileau 

from Buckingham - £500 

Mark Webber 

from Weathertiy, Leeds - £100 
Rhoda Coates 

from Southampton. Hants - £100 
Carlo Caruso 
from London - £100 
Kenneth Butaock 

from Hurdsfieki, Macclesfield - £25 
Frederick Shipley 
from Sheffield - £10 


QUESTIONS OF SPORT 
CLAIM COUPON 

Thursday 25 January 1996 
To claim prizes up to £5 

DO NOT PHONE 

Take this coupon to any of the 
participating Newsagents listed who 
will give you your prize instantly. 


NAME 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE . 
TELEPHONE 



1b the Newsagent Please check 
the card is correct and give the 
reader the value of their prize. Send 
this coupon or details supplied on 
plain paper together with the 
winning card to your head office for 
fell redemption. 


Smith back on Olympic course 


Sailing 


STUART ALEXANDER 
reports from Miami 

Lawrie Smith. Britain’s most 
highly paid and high profile 
sailor, who already has an 
Olympic medal, is back on the 
treadmill here. Today sees the 
first race in the first of two trial 
regattas to select Britain's 1996 
representatives in the stalely 
Star class of two-man keelboaL 
Smith is also planning a sum- 
mer campaign in two kinds of 
spectacular boats that are as far 
removed as possible from the 
Star- the Ultra 30 and the Aus- 
tralian 18-foot skiff. He is also 
talking to three possible backers 
of the 1997-98 Whitbread race 
attempt: the ambitious Emirate 
of Dubai; Chris Dickson’s spon- 


sors, Tag Heuer; and the man- 
agers of the Swedish EF Edu- 
cation syndicate. 

And he continues steadfast- 
ly to resist the attentions of this 
September’s Grand Mistral 
round the world race organisers 
to skipper one of their boats. 

So why does he still want to 
compete in the Olympics? The 
irresistible drug is the pure test 
of skill, rather than a budget- 
based anas race, against the best 
in the world. Smith spent part 
of November and December in 
the cold and miserable Solent 
assessing with crew Chris Ma- 
son and coach Bill Edgerton the 
merits of various different sails 
on offer for a campaign being 
financed, with "just about 
enough to cover it”, by the 
Rocfcport boat shoe company. 

Even then, he concedes they 


were not putting in as much time 
as the Americans, who may be 
out five days a week. And he 
knows be can now be in the Aus- 
tralian sunshine not onfy for 
some skiff sailing but a likely sub- 
stantial boost to his bank balance. 

Smith is apprehensive, sur- 
rounded as he is by Ofympic 
squad members from many of 
the major European countries 
and the US at the Coral Reef 
Yacht Qub, one of five which 
hosts the 10 classes of Olympic 
yachts all now tuning up in 
earnest in preparation for Sa- 
vannah in July. 

The remaining two big 
Ofympic testing grounds are at 
Hydros, France, in April and 
Mederablik, the Netherlands, in 
May. But both will be academ- 
ic for Smith if he does not per- 
form well enough in Miami 


now, and again at the second re- 
gatta in March, to secure the 
British place. 

Die uncertainly shows, “Who 
do you think will win?” he asks 
anyone who will listen. Up 
against him are the Barcelona 
pair. David Hewlett and Phil 
Laurence. Soling contender 
Glyn Charles with George Sk- 
oudos, Stuart Hudson with 
David Munge. and the Hicks 
brothers, Michael and David. 

Smith should be the 
favourite. His Barcelona bronze 
was in the Soling and another 
in the Star would be reward 
enough. But he likes an edge, 
a perceptible advantage, and he 
has yet to achieve that. Money 
will not buy it, talent plus a flat- 
out campaign may see him 
through. That is, if he can first 
clear the selection hurdle. 


SPORTS 

LETTERS 

Levy on transfers 

From Mr M Shackel 
Sir. I do not believe for one 
raomeni that the majority of 
rugby clubs wish to turn 
back the clock and halt the 
move to professionalism. 

Surely the election of Cliff 
Brittle was a signal that 
there is more to the world of 
rugby than the top 11 clubs 
ana the national squad, im- 
portant though they are to 
the game, and Lo the media. 

What the middle and low- 
er order dubs (as supposedly 
represented by Mr Brittle) 
want to hear is some en- 
couragement from the RFU 
and perhaps a decent share 
in the projected bonanza 
should it ever materialise. 

There are various ways in 
which a desirable fostering 
of the rank-and-file chits can 
be achieved. I would suggest 
one move. A levy on any pro- 
fessional dub signing a* play- 
er from an amateur club 
whether that player is to be 
paid or noL The levy, fixed 
at say £2,000, to go direct to 
the “feeder’' dub. 

Yours sincerely, 

MIKE SHACKEL 
Sanderstead, S Croydon 

Letters should be marked "For 
publication" and should contain 
daytime and evening phone 
numbers. They should be sent to 
Sports Editor. The Indepen- 
dent. 1 Canada Square, London 
E14 SDL. They tuny be short- 
ened for reasons of space. 


McRae pledges to 
stiffen the Saints 




£B 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 

The new coach of St Helens, 
Shaun McRae, has promised to 
add defensive steel to the club’s 
traditional flair. McRae, the for- 
mer assistant coach to Australia 
and the Canberra Raiders, ar- 
rived to take up bis post yes- 
terday and said that the talent 
was already at the dub to en- 
able them to match Wtgan. 

“There is a lot of work to be 
done.” McRae said, “but the po- 
tential is there to be consistent 
- and that is what wins compe- 
titions.’’ 

McRae has watched tapes of 
Saints' games, including their re- 
cent Regal Trophy final defeat 
by Wigan. “St Helens were very 
unlucky, but, at the end of the 
day. they didn't win. If you can 
be consistent in your overall per- 
formance against Wigan, then 
you've got a chance,” he said. 
“That is the first thing I’ll be 
looking for.” 

McRae bas left Canberra af- 
ter six successful years, “because 
1 fancied a change. 1 had it in 
my mind that my next move 
would be as a head coach. The 
fact that it is at St Helens is 
tremendous for me. 

“The situation is very much 
like that aL Canberra, where we 
we're scoring a lot of points but 
having a lot scored against us. 

tsras 


“We did something about 
the defence without spoiling the 
attack.’* 

Saints’ captain, Bobbie Gould- 
ing, publicly critical of the sack- 
ing of the dub’s previous coach, 
Erie Hughes, made his peace 
with the new regime at McRae’s 
welcoming press conference. 

“We were all shocked by 
Eric going and no one was 
more disappointed than me," he 
said. “But Tm looking forward 
to working under Shaun. I know 
it is going to be very hard, but 
I’m looking forward to every 
minute of it" 

McRae, who was sought by 
other Australian dubs as well as 
being hotly tipped as Canber- 
ra’s next bead coach, trained his 
squad yesterday and takes 
charge of them in a match for 
the first time when they meet 
Castleford in the Challenge 
Cup on Saturday. 

Hughes is one of three coach- 
es heading the field for the po- 
sition at London Broncos that 
fell vacant when Gary Grienke 
was dismissed on Tuesday. Bri- 
an Johnson, who resigned at 
Warrington earlier this month, 
and Clive Griffiths, who was 
overlooked as his successor, are 
also on a short-list of contendeis- 

“1 would be foolish not to find 
out whether coaches of this cal- 
ibre were interested in joining 
us," said the club’s chairman, 
Barry Maranta. 


Lewis’ bout 
with Bowe 
is called off 

Boxing 


Britain’s former World Boxing 
Council heavyweight champion 
Lennox Lewis has abandoned 
hopes of fighting Riddick Bowe 
on 20 April as Bowe and his 
manage r. Rock Newman, are in 
dispute with the American ca- 
ble network. Home Box Office. 

Panos ’ Eliades. Lewis’s 
backer,' said: “HBO and New- 
man have not managed to set- 
tle their differences. It must go 
to court and Lewis will not fight 
Bowe next," Eliades said. “We 
are looking at ail other top op- 
ponents, but it looks like 
Michael Moorer and Axel 
Schulz are not available, while 
Evaoder HofySeld s not ready.” 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The years that the 28year-okJ 
wing defence Fiona Murtagh 
was vice-captain of the Eng- 
land netball team before tak- 
ing over from Kendra Sla win- 
ski, who has retired after 
winning a. record 128 caps. 
Murtagh's first game as capK 
tain will be against Northern 
Ireland on 24 Februaiy. 
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1 sport 

In his great days, the late Jock Stein preached that it was 
pointless getting upset over decisions. It was excellent advice 


Anyone like me who has been 
f-n!!?f W ^ S l f P otban lon S er than it is 

i wond 0rt h b 6 l ° remember must 
wo nder how some of the most evil 
players imaginable would have 
made out today under the intense 
scrutiny of television. 

mind 0 *’ bo *P rl 'ng immediately to 
mind, both internationals who 

ShI7' ed b , L *S u 'lingly in Lhe role 
insi J ia L was known as a scheming 
ini!? f ?5^® rd * concea ied ihcir 
W ‘ th Such CUR Ding that it 
often went undetected bv referees 

Jl evc JL ^®ught the public’s 

f£. L " 1 t,c l n - Opponenus approached 
Jill ,lh lhe ulm osi caution but 

lisi^ -Ir e .K er fisured °o bar room 
Msg of the nastiest footballers. 

miM 5^ - vou have probably 
guessed I am coming to the con- 


troversy surrounding televised 
proof that Julian Dicks of West 
Ham got away with a dreadful foul 
on Andy Cole of Manchester Unit- 
ed at Upton Park on Monday sec- 
onds before Nicky Butt was sent off. 

The outcome is that Dicks 
claims he is being victimised by the 
Sky presenter, Andy Gray, who 
highlighted another incident 
involving him earlier this season, 
entering the renewed debale over 
the difficulties imposed on refer- 
ees by television replays. 

Some sympathy is held out 
personally for Stephen Lodge, the 
match referee, who has more or 
less made it clear that his eyes are 
where you expect 10 find them, not 
positioned in his backside. "With 
the number of cameras Sky have 


at their live games these days I 
could referee from the stand 
using all their angles and tech- 
nology," he said. “They see every- 
thing. Referees have to make 
split-second judgements with only 
two angles, theirs and that of the 
adjacent linesman. We have to live 
with television but it is making the 
job a nightmare." 

Times have changed, maybe for 
the worse, maybe For the better, 
but it is not all that many years, ago 
since the old Football League, 
through its splenetic secretary, 
the late Alan Hardaker, demand- 
ed absolute discretion when first 
allowing the BBC to show televised 
highlights of Saturday matches. 
Even to criticise referees in studio 
reports was to invite the wrath of 



Hardaker - who said, incidental- 
ly, that the game would be shown 
live over his dead body. 

It is anybody's guess how 
Hardaker would have reacted to 
today’s state of affairs, but mine 
is that he would have turned pur- 


ple with rage. As for calling ref- 
erees to account on the basis of 
television replays, forget it. 

Doubtless on account of the 
trouble that seems to follow his 

club around and perhaps suspect- 
ing a vendetta, the Wimbledon 
manager, Joe Kinnear has ad- 
vanced what you may think to be 
the quite ludicrous idea of having 
a referee in the stands to settle 
controversial incidents. 

lb my mind, when you start talk- 
ing technology in sport you start 
talking trouble. Where will it end? 
How long would it have taken at 
the Parc des Princes in Paris last 
week to establish from a television 
replay that Tony Underwood did 
not correctly ground the ball when 
claiming a tty against France? 


Twice in two weeks recently, the 
Pittsburgh Steelcrs moved towards 
the Super Bowl against Dallas 
Cowboys on Sunday with the help 
of illegal touchdowns. Because 
there is no time in the play-offs for 
bad calls to balance themselves out 
it was felt generally that the Na- 
tional Football League's decision 
to dispense with instant replays was 
a blunder they will live to regret. 
As Dave Anderson of the New York 
Times put it, “It's inevitable that 
sooner or later Commissioner 
Paul Tagliabue will be presenting 
the Lombardi Trophy to an unde- 
served team." 

The incident thaL sparked this 
off came In the American Con- 
ference championship game 
between the Steelers and the 


Indianapolis Colts. None of the 
officials noticed that Kordell Stew- 
art had stepped out of bounds be- 
hind the end zone before catching 
a pass. Thus the Colts were 
exceedingly put out by a 20-16 loss. 
Different games for different 
tastes, but similar problems. 

In his great days as manager of 
Celtic, the late Jock Stein 
preached that it was pointless 
getting upset over decisions be- 
cause it interfered with concen- 
tration, and usually they evened 
themselves out. It was excellent 
advice. 

Much the same can be said 
about decisions in cricket other 
than run-outs. In any case, what 
would the heroes do without 
something to moan about? 




Klinsmann faces 
knee operation 


Football 


Keegan 

returns 

without 

Asprilla 


On his return to Germany, visers of Brian Laudrup in an 
Klinsmann had an appoint- effort to secure the services of NICK CXJXBURY 
merit to see the Bayern club the Danish international. Lau- 
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wic-e operation after injuring 
himself during a friendly for his 
club. Bayern Munich, against 
Cagliari in Italy on Tuesday. 

Klinsmann hurt his knee 
when he fell awkwardly after go- 
ing up for a header. The Ger- 
man champions are training in 
Sardinia during the Bumiesliga ' s 
winter break, and the injury has 
hit Klinsmann at a time when 
he has been enjoying some of 
the best form of his life foD ow- 
ing last season's successful year 
with Tottenham. 

Klinsmann, who has scored 
some crucial goals this season in 
the national team's European 
Championship qualifying cam- 
paign. may miss next month’s re- 
start to the German First 
Division. If he needs an opera- 
tion. his hopes of plaving against 
Nottingham Forest In die Uefa 
Cup quarter-finals at the start 
of March could be in danger. 


Wohlfahrt, who has a reputation 
for getting sportsmen back to 
fitness quickly. His list of pa- 
tients includes Boris Becker 
and Linford Christie. 

Klinsmann’s injury comes as 
a blow to Bayern, who have 
been struggling with injuries to 
leading players in the past year, 
including French international 
striker Jean-Pierre Papin and 
Lothar Matthaus. 

Papin has been unable to 
make an impact in Germany, 
while Matthaus only recently re- 
turned to action following 
Achilles tendon operations and 
has lost his place in the German 
national team. German in- 
ternationals Thomas Strunz 
and Christian Ziege have also 
been struggling to get Etas the 
Bavarian side prepare for the 
second half of the season. 

Rangers will hold talks over 
the next few days with the ad- 


months, but Rangers are mak- 
ing an early move to ensure they 
keep one of their highest-pro- 
file players at Ibrox. 

David Murray, the Rangers 
chairman, said: “When you have 
a special talent - and Brian Lau- 
drup is a special talent -you do 
what you can to bold on to 1L I 
want to see Brian Laudrup stay 
at Rangers and I know the 
Rangers supporters do as well” 

Laudrup was linked with a 
possible move to Manchester 
United earlier this season and 
was quoted as saying be would 
like to link up with his Danish 
international team-mate Peter 
Schmcichel at Old Thifford. 

He had a superb debut sea- 
son last term, helping Rangers 
to a seventh successive league 
title and became the Profes- 
sional Footballers’ Association 
and Football Writers’ Associa- 
tion player of the year. 


Video appeal for Butt 


Manchester United wall use 
video evidence in a bid to dear 
their young midfielder Nicky 
Butt, following his sending-off 
against West Ham at Upton 
Park on Monday. 

Alex Ferguson, the United 
manager, is to give the Football 
Association a tape of the inci- 
dent which led to Butt's second 
hooking of the game. 

He is to ask the FA to judge 
whether the referee Stephen 
Lodge made a mistake - the 
first time United have taken 
that step since the appeal 
system was changed on the in- 
troduction of automatic sus- 
pensions. 

Butt faces a one-match ban 
on 5 February after his dis- 
missal, but Ferguson is con- 
vinced that his player was 
harshly punished when he was 
shown a second yellow card for 
a 75th-minute challenge on Ju- 
lian Dicks. 

“I thought Nicky was unfor- 
tunate to go off because he got 
the ball OK," Ferguson said. “I 


think we should send the video 
to Lancaster Gate in fairness to 
the lad. If it is a dear sending- 
off and the plsyer deserved it we 
would accept it and get on with 
it, but I think Nicky was vety un- 
lucky.” 

The incident which led to 
Butt's dismissal was sparked by 
a two-footed challenge by Dicks 
on the United striker Andy 
Cole, which was highlighted by 
Sky Sports who were screening 
the game live. 

The FA said yesterday that 
they did not plan to take any ac- 
tion over Dicks’s lunge, but the 
player himself was furious over 
his trial by television. He 
claimed Sky’s pundit, Andy 
Gray, has a vendetta against him 
after a row earlier this season 
when Gray accused him of 
stamping on Chelsea’s John 
Spencer. 

“Andy Gray is making a ca- 
reer out of having a go at me,” 
Dicks said, "The way he keeps 
going on about me, JT11 be on an 
FA charge again soon. Ifro- 


footed tackles can be lair and 
this one was." 

But Gray, who highlighted 
the incident using video play- 
back, said: “Julian should not 
blame me. People wanted to 
know why Cole was acting like 
a madman and risking getting 
himself sent off. I had the an- 
swer on the video replay. I 
thought it was a dangerous 
tackle and I have seen nothing 
since which will convince me 
otherwise” 

The Barnsley manager, Dan- 
ny Wilson, is poised to buy St 
Mirren's Scotland Under-21 
striker, Barry Lavety. Wilson 
watched the powerful target 
man last night at Hamilton and 
hopes to secure a deal this 
week. 

Lavety has made a success- 
ful return to form this season 
after a lay-off following a pos- 
itive drugs test Barnsley wifi 
sell their unsettled striker Andy 
Payton if they can push through 
the Lavety signing in the next 
few days. 


Kevin Keegan returned to Ty- 
neside from Rome yesterday 
without a piece of paper bear- 
ing Faustmo AspriDa's signature, 
but the Newcastle manager still 
expects to complete tjie £6.7m 
signing of the striker by next 
week. 

Keegan left behind his vice- 
chairman, Freddie Shepherd, 
and fellow director Douglas 
Hall to hold further discus- 
sions with Parma over the 26- 
year-old Colombian, who has 
agreed a four-year contract. 
The only sticking point appears 
to be exactly how Newcastle w£D 
pay the club record fee. 

The Liverpool striker Stan 
CoDymore has failed in his ap- 

C al to overturn a Premier 
ague ruling that he was not 
entitled to a £425,000 pay-off 
from his former club Notting- 
ham Forest. The 25-year-old be- 
lieved he should have got a five 
per cent share of the record 
£8 -5m transfer fee Liverpool 
chib paid Forest last summer. 

Mark Hughes will start a 
five-match ban on Monday af- 
ter referee Robbie Hart re- 
fused to back down over his 
sending-off of the Wiles strik- 
er against Everton 10 days ago. 

Lee Chapman, the veteran 
striker an secondment at Leeds, 
has also lost his appeal against 
a sending-off and wfl] begin a 
three-match ban on Saturday 
which covers the rest of his loan 
spell from Ipswich. 

Vinnie Jones has agreed per- 
sonal terms with Birmingham 
City, who are now waiting for 
Wimbledon to accept an offer 
of £300,000, plus £100.000 
should they win promotion to 
the Premiership. 

Sheffield United have of- 
fered Stoke £300,000 for the de- 
fender Lee Sandford. Ronnie 
Ekelund, the Danish interna- 
tional midfielder, has joined 
Coventry on loan from 
Barcelona with a view to a 
£500,000 transfer. 

Ipswich’s leading scorer, 
Alex Mathie, wQl miss Satur- 
day’s FA Cup fourth round 
home tie against Walsall after 
suffering a shoulder injury. 



Having a bail: the Royal Air Force paid a flying visit to Iffley Road yesterday, their scrum-half preparing to take 
possession as his side shaded a tight encounter, beating Oxford University 23-22 Photograph: Peter Jay 


Gunnell targets date for comeback race 


Athletics 


SaOy Gunnell is lined up to race 
in Britain for the first time for 
nearly IS months at the AAA 
Indoor Championships in Bum- 
ingham on 3 to 4 February. 

It would be a 400 metres to 
test her fitness and competi- 
tiveness before the Olympic sea- 
son, in which she defends the 
400m hurdles title in Atlanta. A 
race in Stuttgart on 4 February 
has also been pencilled in. 

Jonathan Marks, a spokes- 
man for Gunnell, who is train- 
ing in South Africa, said: "The 
likelihood is that it will be 
Birmingham, but a final decision 
has not yet been made.” 


Her last domestic appearance 
was in the World Cup at Crys- 
tal Palace in September 1994. 
She had to write off last year - 
and her defence of the worid ti- 
tle in Gothenburg - because of 
a heel injury which later need- 
ed surgery. All thaL the British 
women's team captain man- 
aged was two low-key 400m 
races in Germany. 

Gunnell, who will be 30 on 
the day of the hurdles semi-fi- 
nals in Atlanta, was on crutch- 
es for a month before starting 
the long haul back to regaining 
fitness. "It’s been a very frus- 
trating time, but there was nev- 
er a moment when I thought of 
giving up,” she said. “I feel 
recharged and maybe, in one 


way, the injury was not such a 
bad thing.” 

Kenya’s Peter Rono has re- 
vived ius Olympic dreams eight 
years after winning the 1500m 
gold medal in Seoul and will re- 
turn to competition next month. 

Rono, who had virtually dis- 
appeared from the sport in re- 
cent years, wfil take part as a 
guest in a race at the Belgian na- 
tional championships on 4 Feb- 
ruary before running the 1500m 
at an international meeting in 
Ghent on 7 February, accord- 
ing to the Ghent organiser, 
Wilfried Meert. 

Meert said Rono, who wfl] 
turn 29 five days before the At- 
lanta Games, had been working 
hard in recent months to pre- 


pare for his return. Tb qualify 
for Atlanta, Rono must first sur- 
vive the testing pre-Olympic fo- 
als in Kenya which. Meert said, 
were likely to take place in late 
June. 

■ The Hungarian middle-dis- 
tance runner Sandar Iharos, 
who set 11 world records, died 
yesterday of heart failure in Bu- 
dapest at 65. From May 1955 to 
July 1956, Iharos set records at 
3,OOOm (7min 55.6sec), two 
miles (8:33.4), 1500m (3:40.8), 
5,000m (13:40.6), three miles 
(13:142), six miles (27:43.8) and 
10,000m (28:42.8). Iharos never 
won an Olympic medal and 
missed the 1956 Olympics in 
Melbourne because of the Soviet 
Union's invasion of Hungary. 


Ail square for New Zealand 


Cricket 

Set 367 to win, Zimbabwe’s 
batsmen failed to mount a se- 
rious challenge as the second 
Test against New Zealand in 
Auckland tailed off into a draw 
yesterday. Despite an opening 
stand of 120 from Grant Flower 
and Stuart Carlisle, the tourists 
batted out the final day at their 
leisure to finis h at 246 for 4. 

(final day: Now Zealand won tore) 

NawZMtend-fMiuiinaB251(R9rDie84. 

Cams 571. , 

Zmfeabiw - FM tanlntfi 328 (Hourittr ilW. 
Naw Zealand - Second inntagt;Wl-5 dec 
iSpttnro) iu, Twom B4, duns 120)- 


ZIMBABWE- Second bHk«i 

(Overnight 39-01 

GW Bower c Kennedy bP8W 71 

S V Caifcle c Hentaia b Kennedy £8 

G J WtifflaB c Germon b Peel ...10 

*tA Bower not Old .45 

A 0 R Campbal c Gemrai b Twose 34 

C Wtefvat not out 12 

Extras me r*a wZ) -IB 

Total (for 4, 100 oust*} -246 

FaH: 1-120 2-144 3-145 4-225. 

DM aot bat D L Houfjxon, P A Strang. H H 
Streak. E A Brandcs. B Strang. 

Bowfta£ ABoa 19-3-53-0: Cams 23-6-49-0: 
hemwcJy 22-3-011: Pari 27-660-2: Lri«n 
5-3-66: Twose 3-1-5-1: Asxw 1-0-46. 

Match d rawn. Series drawn O-O. 
NEWZEAUUOWOMO CUP SQUAD: LKGer- , 
man (cept). N J Astte, C l Cams, S P Herrona 
C Z Hams. R A Kennedy. G R Larsen. D Mom- 1 
son, Di Marik DN Pari. AC Pane. S A Thom- j 
son. RG Time. CJ Spearman. j 


Ruckwood breaks own record 


Swtmnring 

Adam Ruckwood rounded off 
the Sheffield World Cup meet 
with a flourish last night by 
breaking his British 200 metres 
backstroke record and giving his 
Olympic preparations a sur- 
prise boost. 

The Commonwealth cham- 
pion won the final in Imin 


56-OOsec, cutting 0.41 sec off 
the British record he set in the 
same pool a year ago. 

He wfl] be able to draw great 
encouragement from having 
set the third -fastest time in the 
world in the winter short-course 
season. The victory also lifted , 
him into joint second place in 
the World Cup overall back- 
stroke rankings. 


Cousins finds his best form 


lee skatfing 

Steven Cousins is lying third af- 
ter the men's short programme 
at the European Figure Skating 
.Championships in Sofia be- 
hind Ukraine's Viacheslav 
Zagorodniuk and the defending 
champion, Ilya Kulik of Russia. 

Cousins’ routine to the tune 
“Cherry Pink and Apple Bios* 


som White” was full of slinky 
moves to the slow sections of the 
music. His triple axel-triple toe 
loop combination was slightly 
flawed on the second landing 
but not enough to cost him dear. 

Cousins, British champion 
for the past seven seasons, has 
been rismg slowly but steadily up 
the ranks and yesterday’s per- 
formance was one of bis finest 


American football 

BflWash, who aided the San Francisco 
49ers to three Super Bowl tsttes, is re- 
joining the team as an assistant head 
coach 10 work on 49ere’ offense. Merc 
Ttestman remains offensive co-onfine- 
Tor under head coech, Georgs Seifert. 

Athletics 

Danieta Batova, of the Czech Repub- 
lic, broke die women’s world indoor pole 
vault record when deamg4J?0 metres 
at a meeting in Pragueyesrerday. She 
beat the mark set last February by Sur 
Calyun, of China, by five centimetres. 

Badminton 

Britain's Joanne Wright and Julie Brad- 
bury, seeded fourth in the women's dou- 
bles at the South Korean Open in Seoul, 
yesterday went through to me semifi- 

EJenaRybtanafof Russia, 15-3, 3-15, 
14-4. in the men’s singes Britan's Dar- 
ren Hafl was beaten 18-14, 1S6 by Kim 
Hak-kyun. of South Korea. 

Basketball 

NBA: Toronto 06 Niw Jereey 79; AtijW 8A Oeve- 
®n<J 72: Inciara 117 Pnoena ICC: Ortsroa 105 

PfefedaUn 9ft cirags 99 «o»Yort TO: Utah 
96 Ftoroana 72; Danas 111 Seoamamo 109. 

Bowls 




Cricket 

SGCO» OOeA-ZB TEST (Rarata) Saerad dnr of 
tone ZmOEtae 67 P H uSaa i 5-11: «cw 13 fcr 
£ 9Tn 3« tr 7 ck fD JUSi ffino. D Sara 501. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

LEAGUE OF WRUSUane&vKanbdO (7JC0. 
PONHNS LEAGUE First DMsiaa: LrvejpooJ 
v Sheffield uta (TA: far Ssuthacro- Second 
DMaiocc GnmsSy i 1 fT.O*: Aston Vica 

v Suncerisc 17.0;. 

UrtUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE FM 
DtvMon: Praceraven & Telseomtw v Otnv 
bOTDUgh AtaKC f7~0t- 

Rqgby Union 

CUIB feATOt Asleans-j Brunei Urn (7 30). 

Other sports 

BOMS: OS was; Masers rjaneffit. 


S PORTINGDIGEST^ 



OMsfasK 3 Horiom 2; SotiuR 1 

Wingae & (^wtev 2: wndsor & Bon 7 FiacJown 
H«n 0. Ouardra tawmee CUP taadi raond: 

2 Hjfchji 3. Cariton Cup «*d n»«fc 
HeiOMa Smfls. OSarenam Kaod 2; leyur Fa*- 
rant sSriiee'. i. CartanTraphy ttM roowt 
aaOKnei 2 Lwes tt =a= Thunoc* 2 TiHsfly 2 
teams nee Otari. UnBond Uwgua Pram tor 















£40,000 to be won 

See Page 22 
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Schoolboy steps on England ladder 


STEVE BALE 


Ii would be too much to imag- 
ine England of all rugby nations 

taking a iisk as mo rdinale as field- 
ing a teenager, but yesterday the 
selectors did the neat best thing 
when they plucked an 18 -year- 

old Yor kshir e schoolboy frOffl the 
obscurity of the Third Division 
and inserted him in their squad. 

Though Paul Sampson comes 
highly recommended, the Eng- 
land manager. Jack Rowell, 
has never actually seen him play. 
It would, therefore, metaphor- 
ically speaking, bring down the 
temple walls if Sampson were 
to go from here and win a 
place in the team to play Wales 
at Twickenham on Saturday 


week. For now, a visit to Twick- 
enham on Sunday to train with 
the 21 who formed the match 
squad in France plus ei ght oth- 
ers wil] do perfectly weU, both 
for the player and his country. 

Sampson plays his rugby for 
Otley, where he is coached by 
the fanner England captain, 
Nigel Melville. He was England 
Schools’ full-back in last sea- 
son’s defeats of Australia and by 
New Zealand, but was subse- 
quently moved to the wing. It 
is in the latter position that he 
is apparently under greater 
consideration - insofar as he is 
at all at present - with pressure 
thought to be mounting on 
England’s most capped player, 
Rory Underwood, and other 
contenders such as Tony 
Underwood, Ian Hunter 


INTER N At.lO N A L SQ U AD S 


ENQUND HIAINMQ SQUAD (Fh* NattoatP (Wasps), V Ufaegu (EMU, 8 Dm (Btdty, D CSb»fcy (HarteffAt). 

naa^ajaca^lBa^mamim. sttnuw{rfi*ma.»marnMS*i**iy 
BttMCM JBatN.PSmpm KMny), J A RoMnaoa (tefij. A Uprose (Sawwo). 3FWwi^RSBw^(MNro«a:CJW 
Ma»«Wfa «to|g^,WC»^(H 0 rtBq^,^ 9*GU>ffi A (V Hen Swift Waka, Lak»stor, [Metosd. 8 Uastogf (WWsanlapa.J JwSna 
***** &m. RlW erwood (Utastfli), P WMlmutay 31 Jonauy): T Sttnpsen (llfest gtttogOdt.MDn* gttininyn^STwiMyd 

HBmvooO:PtU(BnM.AfibtttHG«Haite- (Nontenpuonl. BRodpftti fttetrosaKDHttoo 
BK>, J (Mfcrt (B utty, RDpflfanrtte fflaW, X paoO. (Betty. KUMfcwto (Safety, PVWfrtP^ 

*** ? OHomy QtapM. W Sntmr iBattr]:Attaff(BM4Uni«eiWy).AKnNjr |0r ' ttdTOuH.S&attwl CWtHgtSOtod W. 

wpod y^gq^Kj. A fcttnyo ©aty. A tfk* vty. ft Hariri* tOwrty}. R Cocker* {.^as- . J vMr (Mefcosoj, R '***^J*?*J^ 
(B Mot Wie^, A eo—wai (Wtoprt. far- ttrt. D B»forth fomcM. 8 Ante (PhOty. pcricaptaM.Ef^ilBam^^ 
mG<(NT«WI|Assrt.HRwn(Bl». !Rirtir(SalAHCony<BreWt > AP^n>(SaB- tefl. RopSwwnmtK K Logan parting Ccl.C 
»0, J Leonard (HflffpqUraj. H Jotneoe ewe, cape . B HW (Ssracand- Aaptocamsts: Chateere (Mcto?), 0AnW*W« (NowcasOty. 
Omaatoi, M Bty/8M<8 iJ<ot ft* iM «i} , SOja- P M«nuh MartequM, R Utey (Soto), S Mtenw.teteirti Acartmteab) 
moil (Baity. B CMm (BMN..L DaBagito A Oonurmaa (Wasps). K Yato* Batty. P (UanOon SowtfaW. J (HartcW- 


pected when the team is h- 

Salised, at the weekendfrancfl, 
by contrast, will have to make 
at least one change. Yesterday 
the French federation brought 
the Richard Dourthe affair to 
its logical conclusion by sus- 


ivgivai vuui.iw'*'- 

pending the 21 -year-old centre 
For 30 days, taking in the Five 
Nations matches m Scotland on 
Saturday week and against Ire- 
land in Paris a fortnight later. 

After issuing an anguished 
men culpa on Tbesday for the 
rush of adrenalin which he says 
caused him to stamp on Ben 
Clarke’s exposed head, IXjurthC 
expected nothing less. He told 
the federation he would accept 

whatever punishment it saw fiL 

The Scotland selectors, mean- 
while, yesterday left their team 
unchanged from that which 


and James Naylor all injured, 
Rowell has incessantly corn- 


other things, the developmental 
aspects of England rugby has 
been so neglected that he has no 
chance of a seamless transition 
from the old era of Andrew, 
Moore, etc to the new. In this 
context, Sampson’s elevation 
now is intended to make Iris fu- 


ture prpgresson, if be proves so 
worthy, as painless as possible. 
-Ibere is an esritementm reach- 
ing so far down the supply 
chain,” Rowell said. “The hope 
is that when he develops later on 
and returns to the international 
squad he wflj not be overawed.” 

Having lost in France, Eng- 
land have a number of issues to 
address; hence, in particular, the 


inclusion of three back row 
men - Rodber, Dtp rose and 
R3binson--astheon]yadditions 
to the forwards. Adedayo Ade- 
bayo is another extra wing and 
Damian Hopley has played 
there twice for England this sear 
son. Alex King and Will Green- 
wood, like Sampson, are there 
for the experience. 

Nothing radical should be ex- 


ffl£Ssr«. 

On the other hand, IM * 


Agassi 
makes a 
miracle 
recovery 


Tennis 


On the other hand these- 

leclkm does have Ihe adv^ge 


of allowing the seww , - 
view a wider range of wj J^b 

internationalists, the ; most -.ag 
introduction OCUip 


internationalists, in = r- 

nificant introduction beui ? 

Austin Healey's at serum-haU; 

. .i- - nlnver haS ulC 


Austin Heaiey s ai “Tl 
As the Orroll piayer has the 
speed of the wing he used to tte 
aswll as binseonmg saumjKdf 
skills, he could be challenging 
Matthew Dawson and Kyran 

Bracken, before long 

Sporting Digest page 


Sampson 
on fast 
track to 
senior 
selection 


DAVID LLEWEUYN 


Yesterday mOming a business 
studies and English A level stu- 
dent at Woodhouse Grove 
SchooL near Bradford, was sum- 
moned in trepidation to the 
study of his headmaster, David 
Welsh. Paul Sampson left It a 
member of the England rugby 
union squad. 

“I wasn't really sure what to 
expect when I went in there," 
Paul Sampson said, “but as 
soon as I saw him smiling I re- 
laxed. When he told me the 
news ! just felt disbelief It's 
been an absolutely crazy day.” 

For all the apparent bewil- 
derment, though, there is a 
cool side to the new boy in Eng- 
land's ranks. In one breath he 
says: “It will be a dream come 
true to sit alongside the likes of 
Jerry Guscott, Will Carling and 
Rory Underwood. I didn’t ex- 
pect in the slightest that 1 would 
get the opportunity at this stage 
in my career." 

In the next, however, he talks 
calmly of the possibility of re- 
placing Underwood - Eng- 
land's record tiy-scorer and 
most-capped player. “It’s a nice 
thought, but I am not thinking 
along those lines for the mo- 
ment. It’s just the practical 
thing of being with them and ab- 
sorbing some of the atmos- 
phere, rather than being thrown 
in at the deep end." 




Advanced level: Paul Sampson (centre) celebrates his call-up to the England rugby union squad with school friends yesterday 


Photograph: Victoria Matthers 


Sampson is a bora sportsman. 
His father, Brian, and his uncles 
all played professional rugby 
league for Wakefield; cousin 
Dean,aCastlefordprop,wasin 
the England rugby league World 
Cup squad last year, another 
cousin, Denise Raxnsdeo, was a 
member of the Great Britain 
4xI00m relay team at the Mon- 
treal Olympics and his mother, 
Christine, is a former England 
Schools high jump champion. 

Sampson and Joe Ewens, the 
Colston’s Collegiate School cen- 
tre are two of the hottest school- 


boy prospects around. Sampson 
himse lf is a serious sprinter - 
Yorkshire Under-20 champion 
at 60m, 100m and 200m. “Rug- 
by and athletics complement 
each other," he said. “Rugby 
gives me strength and stamina; 
athletics gives me the speed," 
His school coach, Roger 
Howard, said- “I have never 
seen anything as fast on a rug- 
by field.” His headmaster said: 
“He is solid, but not a giant in 
any way. He is a tremendous 
athlete, is very fast and has a lot 
of rugfry skills to ally to that. He 


is a lively, ebullient young man. 
There’s always a sparkle and a 
lot of humour about him." 

John Elliott, the Rugby Rx>t- 
ball Union’s National Player 
Development Officer and more 
importantly an England selec- 
tor. watched the 18-year-oJd, in 
the England Colts trial and, 
while insisting, that a sense of 
proportion had . to be main- 
tained over Sampson’s eleva- 
tion, said last night: “He is very 
quick and he has a lot of skills. 
He is stocky, well-built and 
from what I have seen of him I 


am immensely impressed." 

His speed is undeniably his 
greatest asset He has a personal 
best of 10.7sec for the 100m. 
Last Sunday, as the England 
Colts training weekend down at 
Castlecroft near Wolverhamp- 
ton came to an end, Sampson's 
parents picked him and whisked 
back up to Sheffield where he 
lifted the 60m title with a run 
of 6.94 - an Under-20 champi- 
onship record. Yet this time last 
.week Sampson's ambition was 
simply to make it into the Eng- 
land Colts team for their match 


later this season against Italy. 

Sampson, who has scored 
six tries - including a hat-trick 
- since making his first XV de- 
but for Third Division Otley ear- 
lier this season, dtes Nigel 
Melville, the former England 
scrum-baK as a major influence 
on his rugby career. “He has 
helped me a tremendous 
amount, introducing me grad- 
ually to senior rugby and in par- 


sition, although this season he 
has also turned out at stand-off 
for his school. “I (ike Paul Hud’s 
style of play,” says Sampson. “He 
is a runner and I tike to think of 
myself as a running full-back.” 

Whether England regard him 
as a running full-back or a full- 


blown wing is anyone’s guess, 
but they will not stand in Che way 
of his development Elliott said: 
“If he shows promise then we 
wouldn’t hold a guy back. We 
look for fast tracking." They will 
not find a fast tracker much 
quicker than Paul Sampson. 


ticular to playing on the wing. 
And the player Sampson hold 


And the player Sampson holds 
in greatest esteem is Paul HulL 
Full-back is his favoured pa- 


Andre Agassi won a dramas 

five-set Quarter- final against Jm 

Courier In the AnsfralianAiffl 

vesterdav to regam the world No 
i rankinu from Peie Sampras. 

For the first time m a major 
tournamenu Agasi clawed os 
wav back from two sets down. 
He’ said: “In men's terms, When 
you're two sets and a break 
down, it's time for a miracle. 

The miracle he needed came 
with the immediate break of hs 
old rival's serve after Courier 
had broken in the first game of 
the third set. Agassi, who at his 
best can demoralise any oppo- 
nent with his returns of seive. 
suddenly raised his same and 
never looked in serious jeopardy 
for the remainder of the match. 

He broke Courier a further 
four times to win 6-7. 2-6. 6^3, 
6-4, 6-2 in three hours 18 min- 
utes of ferocious tennis and set 
up a semi-final against Michael 
Chang. Courier had won their 
six previous meting* and Agas- 
si said: “It was nice logei qrer 
that hurdle." 

Agassi was joined m the last 
four bv the unsettled Australian 
Mark Woodforde - a surprise 
winner over the seventh seal 
Thomas Enqvisi - and Boris 
Becker, who thrashed Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov. 

Woodforde's 6-4. 6-4, 64 wm 
over Enqrist was built around his 
near-flawless serving and play at 
the net. forcing his more pow- 
erful opponent on io the back 
foot Woodforde is the first 
Australian to play in a semf-fi- - 
nal at Flinders Park since Pat 
Cash in 1988. and be was 
cheered to victory by a fiercely 
partisan crowd. 

Woodforde, ranked 67 in the 
world, collapsed on his back in 
disbelief as he reached a Grand 
Slam semi-final for the first time 
at the 38th attempt. “It is quite 
incredible - 1 don't have enough 
words in ray vocabulary to de- 
scribe how I feel about it," he 
said. “It’s such a sweet feeling." 

Kafelnikov’s prediction that 
he could win his first Grand 
Slam title was made to look 
rather foolish by Becker, who 
was in Irresistible form during 
his 64, 7-6, 6-1 victory. 

Becker overwhelmed Kafel- 
nikov with booming serves and 
a barrage of sharp volleys. 
Kafelnikov could only watch in 
awe and he conceded: “That's 
what makes the difference be- 
tween a great player and a 
good player. There is no ques- 
tion Boris is a great player." 
Results, Sporting Digest, page 23 
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ACROSS 

1 Colour that's popular at de- 
tective inspector's function 

. L fi ) ..... 


22 Doctor embracing bird caus- 
es dissent (5) 

23 They’ re taught at Borstal 


4 Study of light measures? (6) 
10 A band at Stonehenge? (9,6) 



11 Stop bad lady swallowing ec- 
stasy (5) 

12 Procrastinating one: ruler in 
actionl (9) 

13 Assist Welsh in career (6) 

15 Lay out money for former 
husband lo write to daughter 
( 6) . 

16 Lews, perhaps, embracing 
Irish copper in city square? 
( 6 ) 

18 fm in charts: of consultancy 
( 6 ) 

21 A gathering place where 
gniiible people go bust? (9) 


24 Football team’s legs? (6) 

25 Like soup that’s beefy? (6) 

DOWN 

1 Salt that is capturing Dido’s 
fancy t6j 

2 Deceitful untruth about the 
North: “you can’t cross this 
border bv car! 

(6.5.4) ' 

3 Like Pluto, wholly? That 
sounds right (5) ’ 

5 Ballet dancers main assets 
(9) 


8 Charge account for service 

9 Promise marriage, perhaps, 
or leave quietly on the shelf 

14 A^le to take on church and 


gymnastics? I have (9) 

17 Part of an ad which could 


Terry Venables will wear his 
heart on his sleeve when Eng- 
land host this summer’s Euro- 
pean Championship finals, but 
his head will rule in all things 
emotional. It is the lesson he 
learned from his bitter experi- 
ence at Tottenham and the rea- 
son why he will not change his 
mind about resigning as coach, 
whatever the outcome in June. 

Emotional pressure from 
Tottenham fans had tempted 
him into the ill-fated partner- 
ship with Alan Sugar and he 
would not make the same mis- 
take again. ‘At Tottenham I 
made a heart decision not a 
-bead decision and I got over- 
stretched trying ro repair my 
own damage,” he said. “I vowed 
then that I would always make 
decisions in future with my 
head. Once is a mistake, twice 
is foolish." 

Even being back among his 
players this week at England's 
training camp at Bisham Abbev 
has failed to prompt a U-turn. 
But when it comes to football 
tactics Venables has never been 
averse to a change in direction, 
which is what he intends to 
make in the case of Euro 96. 

If you can’t beat them, join 


them, seems to be his attitude. 
Consequently the three-day 
get-together with his players 
down by the Thames this week 
was not so much about all 
things English as all things 
Dutch. 

In all probability the Nether- 


lands, their group opponents, 
stand between England and 
the latter stages of the finals, if 
not ultimate victory itself, and 
Vfeuables believes in order to re- ' 
move that obstacle the hosts will 
not only have to beat them but 
beat them at their own game. 

Hence the decision to base 
much of this week’s practice and 
theoiy on how to counter the 
Dutch threat and, at the same 
time, give the opposition a taste 
of their own medicine. Like the 
Dutch, Venables has been con- 
centrating on playing with just 
three flexible defenders as op- 
posed to the popular English 
ploy of three centre-backs. He 
is also contemplating imposing 
his own tactics on the Dutch 
when they meet by deploying 
a central attacker with two wide 
players to stretch the Dutch trio. 

It all sounds uncannily like 
the old “WM” formation, but 
we are reliably informed that it 
is revolutionary. Of course, its 
going to take more than Tony 
Adams in dreadlocks to play like 
the Dutch and Venables em- 


phasised the need for English 
players to prove they can be 
adaptable. “I always believe 
every time you go up a notch, 
you’ve got to achieve more 
things," he said “If you're going 
to play against world-class 
players and worid-dass thinkers 
you've got to open those minds 
up.” 

He was impressed by how 
well the players did take on 
board the new ideas. To a cer- 
tain extent, some players, such 
as Aston Villa’s Gareth South- 
gate and Ugo Ehiogu, are al- 
ready familiar with such tactics, 
while Sol Campbell and Gary 
Neville have proved their ver- 
satility at Tottenham and Man- 
chester United respectively. “I 
got a veiy good feedback," 
Venables said. 

Copying Dutch masters, 
whether it be Van Gogh or Van 
Basteo, is, of course, easier 
said than done, as Venables 
would be the first to admH- 
“Apart from Barcelona under 
Cruyff, I don’t think anyone in 
the world can pJay the way 
they play. There must be a 
reason for that because people 
like to copy success. I think in 
certain areas you could actually 
improve on it but you've got to 
have receptive and strong 
minds." 

Ken Jones, page 23 
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PRICE 


make you start to sing along 
(.6) . .. 


Gas is a valuable source of energy. 

But that doesn't mean you should have to pay 
over the odds for your supply. 

With Amerada Hess, you won’t. Because, if your 
current bill is over £1.100 a year, switching to low 
cost gas from Amerada can save you a tidy sum. 

To find out how much, just ring us for a quote. 

There’ll be no new pipes, roadworks or 
inconvenience. Just something to treasure... 

Lower bills. 


18 Cbmipt home counucs dic- 
tator (6) 


lator (6) 

19 Conservative hype’s breaking 
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Sedykh offered Olympic incentive 


HESS 


rhaps Jolsoo’s songs sup- 
porting a scene ( KX5) 

Finn that comes just before 
“Go"? 1 . 6 ) 


the spirit (6) 

20 Ibwardsthe end of the week, 
TV company is fond of sport 

22 Rough wind's heard (5) 


Athletics 
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Yuri Sedykh, the double Olympic 
hammer champion, is being of- 
fered substantial cash ince ntives 
by the Russian authorities to 
tempt him into competing at the 
Olympic Games. 

The former world 100 metres 
hurdles champion Lyudmila En- 
quist, nee Narozhiienko, is also 
among the athletes offered 
£34,000 per gold medal, plus 


£34.000 to the winning coach, 
while the regional government of 
St Petersburg will chip in another 
£68,000- The Russian track fed- 
eration and ils sponsor, Reebok, 
could bring the total jackpot for 
a gold medal to £170,000. 

“Our facilities are still not 
good and the standard of living 
leaves a lot to be desired," 
Valentin Balakhnichev, presi- 
dent of the Russian athletics fed- 
eration, said. “But wc con offer 
great wealth to anyone who 


wins gold for Russia in Atlanta." 

liven ty years after winning 
gold in Montreal, Sedykh, now 
40 and living in Fans, might be 
returning for his fourth Games. 
He also won gold in Moscow in 
1980 and stiver in I9S8. 

Enquist, 31, was reinstated 
last month by the Internation- 
al Amateur Athletic Federation 
when a four-year drug ban, im- 
posed in 1993. was quashed by 
Russian courts. She is now liv- 
ing in Sweden. 
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